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RACIAL RECKONING

‘A pretty
tough time
to be in law
enforcement’

WASHINGTON (AP) — As calls
for police reform swell across
America, officers say they feel
caught in the middle: vilified by
the left as violent racists, fatally
ambushed by extremists on the
right seeking to sow discord and
scapegoated by lawmakers who
share responsibility for the state
of the criminal justice system.

The Associated Press spoke
with more than two dozen officers
around the country, black, white,
Hispanic and Asian, who are frus-
trated by the pressure they say is
on them to solve the much larger
problem of racism and bias in the
United States. They are struggling
to do their jobs, even if most agree
change is needed following the
death of George Floyd, who was
black, at the hands of a white po-
lice officer in Minneapolis.

Most of the officers spoke on
condition of anonymity because
they feared retaliation or firing.

“You know, being a black man,
being a police officer and which
I’m proud of being, both very
proud — I understand where the
community’s coming from,” said
Jeff Maddrey, an NYPD chief in
Brooklyn and one of many officers
who took a knee as a show of re-
spect for protesters.

All of officers interviewed
agreed that they’d lost some kind
of trust in their communities. For
some, the moment is causing a
personal reckoning with past ar-
rests. Others distinguish between
the Floyd case and their own work,
highlighting lives saved and per-
sonal moments when they cried
alongside crime victims.

“I have never seen overtly rac-
ist actions by my brothers or sis-
ters in my department,” wrote
white Covington, Kentucky, police
specialist Doug Ullrich in an op-ed.
“In fact, I believe that my depart-
ment is on the leading edge of ‘do-
ing it right.’ ”

Of course, hardly all police sup-
port change. Some are incensed —
deriding colleagues as traitors for
taking a knee or calling out sick to

Officers who agree change
is needed struggle to do
their jobs, feeling pressure
from the left and right

Wastewater testing could serve
as a sentinel for virus surges

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Jeremiah Birdsall lowered a
rope with a container on the end
into a manhole near the Elkhorn
Wastewater Treatment Plant one
morning last week and reeled in a
batch of untreated wastewater.

As wastewater goes, it was rel-
atively clear. Birdsall, an engi-
neering technician with the City
of Omaha, poured a portion into a
bottle and handed it off to Shan-
non Bartelt-Hunt, professor and
chair of civil and environmental
engineering at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

Bartelt-Hunt tucked the sam-
ple into a cooler with those she’d

Work of UNL and UNMC
researchers may help
health officials track and
respond to outbreaks
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drinking at home doesn’t make
up for decline at bars, restaurants

BloomBerg

During the coronavirus pan-
demic, people are drinking less.
(Yes, you read that correctly.)

While the masses are buying
more booze from grocers and li-
quor stores to drink at home, that
hasn’t been enough to fill the gap-
ing hole created by declines in
shipments to restaurants, bars and
sporting venues that were closed
to slow the virus. Global alcohol
consumption isn’t expected to re-
turn to pre-COVID-19 levels until

2024, and the U.S. recovery will
take even longer, according to re-
searcher IWSR.

This is especially troubling for
brands in the U.S., where even
before COVID-19 a growing num-
ber of Americans, led by 20-some-
things, increasingly strove to be
healthier. They aren’t giving up
all the indulgences of older gener-
ations, but many want to feel bet-
ter about doing so. It’s a dynamic
that helped turn lower-calorie

Boom in fireworks sales
Omahans stock up for home
displays because most public
shows have been canceled

this year. Midlands, Page 3A
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ernst pushes for coronavirus
hazard pay for Guard troops

By Joseph morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Iowa Army
National Guard Sgt. James Dannel-
ly has been helping with COVID-19
testing at different sites around
the state for a month now.

More than 1,000 Iowa National
Guard soldiers and airmen were
initially brought on to help with
the virus response, tackling mis-
sions that ranged from delivering
personal protective equipment to
helping track the spread of infec-

tion. More than 400 are still on the
job.

They take all appropriate pre-
cautions but also know the risks
of exposure to a potentially dead-
ly disease — for themselves and
their families. After all, medical
personnel across the nation have
become ill while combating the vi-
rus, Dannelly noted.

“It weighs on you,” Dannelly
said. “But part of putting on the
uniform is understanding that you

See Guard: Page 4See Drinking: Page 2
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UNL professor Shannon Bartelt-Hunt collects a wastewater sample at the Elkhorn
Wastewater Treatment Plant last week. At top, Jeremiah Birdsall, a City of Omaha
engineering technician, opens a manhole to allow the collection. Bartelt-Hunt has been
collecting samples in Omaha, Lincoln and Grand Island since early April. See Wastewater: Page 2
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