
Elkhorn athletics group plans to
build $35 million sports complex

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

An Elkhorn youth sports organi-
zation is going public with an ambi-
tious proposal for sports facilities
in western Douglas County: a $35
million outdoor athletic complex.

The proposed athletic fields
at 264th and Ida Streets outside
Valley are still conceptual at this
point. To make the project a re-
ality, organizers are counting on
private donors, philanthropic sup-

porters and sponsors, not local
government, to get behind youth
sports.

But believing in the need for the
fields, two suburban nonprofit or-
ganizations — the Elkhorn Athletic
Association and the Elkhorn Soc-
cer Club — are merging under the
association as they move forward.

The association also is bring-
ing on fundraising firm the Stei-
er Group, which manages fund-
raising campaigns for churches

Arts group plans $109 million music venue downtown

By Kevin Coffey

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Performing Arts on
Wednesday announced plans to
build a $109 million music venue
in downtown Omaha.

The venue will be between
Dodge Street and Capitol Avenue
and 11th and 12th Streets.

Fundraising is underway for the
facility, which is planned to open
in 2023.

With a planned capacity of 1,500

to 3,000 and no fixed seats, the ven-
ue is envisioned as a concert hall
for touring bands as well as a flex-
ible performance space for local
arts organizations. It could accom-
modate a standing-room crowd for
a rock concert or a thrust stage
and seating risers for an immer-
sive opera performance, said
Omaha Performing Arts President
Joan Squires.

Omaha Performing Arts staff

Flexible space with no fixed seats, capacity of up to 3,000
aims to attract touring rock bands, other performances

STATE TOURNEY STARTS TODAY
Follow the action from all six classes
throughout the three-day volleyball
tournament at NEPrepZone.com.

IN GRETNA, GYM ‘A PLACE OF COMFORT’

By MiKe Patterson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Mike Brandon wasn’t certain
he’d be back on the bench coach-
ing his Gretna volleyball team this
season.

After the summer his family
went through, who can blame him?

Brandon’s daughter Roan was
the only survivor of a fiery crash
June 17 that took the lives of four
of her Gretna High School class-
mates. The youngest of Mike and
Kelly Brandon’s three daughters
was ejected from the vehicle, suf-
fering burns and a broken collar-
bone.

Killed in the accident were Alex
Minardi, Addisyn Pfeifer, Kloe
Odermatt and Abigail Barth.

An outpouring of love and sup-
port from the Gretna community
and beyond followed for all five
families. Mike Brandon said that
support helped him get through
the most difficult times.

“After the accident, we realized
how big our volleyball family was
across the state,’’ he said. “We
heard from people that we didn’t
even know, and it was all pretty
overwhelming.’’

So overwhelming that the Bran-

Coach’s daughter was sole
survivor of June crash; her
will to return to volleyball
team’s bench inspired him

OMAHA.COMTHursdAy, NOvEMbEr 7, 2019 • suNrIsE EdITION • rEAL. FAIr. ACCurATE.

diplomat had ‘clear understanding’
of why aid to ukraine was held up

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
State Department diplomat told
lawmakers it was his “clear un-
derstanding” that the U.S. gov-
ernment intended to withhold mil-
itary aid from Ukraine until the
country committed to investiga-
tions sought by President Donald
Trump, including into a political
rival, according to a transcript of
the closed-door interview released
Wednesday.

William Taylor told impeach-
ment investigators that he under-

stood that the security assistance,
and not just a White House meet-
ing for Ukraine’s new president,
was conditioned on the country
committing to investigations of
Joe Biden and also Democrats’ ac-
tions in the 2016 election.

“That was my clear

Blackstone condos on hold
After contentious testimony,

decision is delayed on project
planned on historic stretch of

38th Street. Midlands

Weather
High: 36

Mostly sunny, cold
Low: 22
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See Impeachment: Page 2

WHITE HOUSE CELEBRATION
Trump, GOP senators tout reshaping
of the federal judiciary. Page 3A

See Gretna: Page 2

See Elkhorn: Page 2

GET UP TO
SPEED ON

ICONIC CARS
Fighting crime and

traveling through time,
these rides are stars on

TV and in the movies. GO

O M A H A P E r F O r M I N G A r T s

Omaha Performing Arts’ new venue will be built on what is now a parking lot just northeast of the Holland Center. See Venue: Page 2
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Gretna volleyball coach Mike Brandon said his daughter Roan “probably would have been on the varsity this season. But the accident changed
everything.” She is still recovering from that accident, which killed her friends Alex Minardi, Addisyn Pfeifer, Kloe Odermatt and Abigail Barth.
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