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U.S. Air Force Col. Michael Cundiff Jr., incoming 55th Electronic Combat Group commander, stands next to Col. Philip Acquaro, outgoing 55th ECG commander, during the 55th ECG
change of command ceremony at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, July 10, 2020. Cundiff will be responsible for the Air Forceâ ™s only ECG which encompasses the 41st, 42nd
and 43rd Electronic Combat Squadrons. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jacob T. Stephens)

New ECG commander has deep roots with unit
55th Wing Public Affairs
DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE,
Ariz. — The 55th Electronic Combat Group,
a geographically separated unit here
assigned to the 55th Wing, welcomed its
newest commander July 10.
In a time-honored change of command
ceremony with a modern twist, Col. George
Cundiff, Jr., took the guidon from Col.
Philip Acquaro with Col. Gavin Marks, 55th
Wing commander, serving as presiding
ofﬁcial electronically.
“(Cundiff) brings tremendous operational
experience to the job of Jammer 01,” Marks

said. “It’s because of these experiences and
more that I am exceedingly conﬁdent that
(he) is the right leader at the right time
to bring fresh perspective, tremendous
breadth and amazing operational insights to
the 55th Electronic Combat Group.”
Cundiff has spent 11 of his 22 years at
Davis-Monthan ﬂying the EC-130H. In
addition, he’s been a member of the 41st
and 43rd Electronic Combat Squadrons,
commanded the 42nd ECS and served on
the ECG staff during his career.
“I’m sincerely humbled and honored to
be here,” he said. “When I left two years
ago I really didn’t think I’d have to another

Comm group
welcomes
new
commander
55th Wing Public Affairs
OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. -- The 55th Communications
Group held a change of command ceremony here July 15, 2020.
Col. Larry Fletcher assumed command from Col. Steve Wieland in a
ceremony ofﬁciated by Col. Gavin Marks, 55th Wing commander.
“Fletch brings tremendous breadth to the 55th Communications
Group,” Marks said. “His career has been steeped in comm and cyber
… and he is the right leader at the right time to bring fresh insights
and tremendous leadership to the group.”
Fletcher comes to the 55th CG after serving as the Cyberspace Operations and Warﬁghter Communication, Ofﬁce of the Deputy Chief of
Staff for Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Cyber Effects
Operations deputy director in Washington, D.C.
“I want to thank Colonel Marks for this opportunity,” he said. “I
promise I will give (this team) all I got.”
As commander of the 55th CG, Fletcher will lead 400 military, civilian and contractor cyberspace professionals to defend, operate and
maintain one of the Air Force’s most diverse array of cyber systems.
“Thank you to the Airmen of the 55th Comm Group,” he said. “You
guys are amazing and I’m excited to join the team.”
Weiland departs Offutt for the Republic of Korea where he will
serve as the J6 director and Camp Humphreys assistant chief of staff,
which is a wing commander equivalent position.
“Steve is leadership personiﬁed and the 55th Wing owes him a debt
of gratitude,” Marks said. “His abilities helped us continue our mission (through COVID-19) and he’s leaving a lasting impression on the
Fightin’ Fifty-Fifty.”
“To the Airmen of the 55th Comm Group, it’s been an incredible honor serving with you,” Wieland said. “You are going to be what I miss
most about this job.
TOP RIGHT
Col. Larry Fletcher, 55th Communications Group commander waves to the
live streaming audience during a change of command ceremony July 15.
As commander of the 55th CG, Fletcher will lead 400 military, civilian and
contractor cyberspace professionals to defend, operate and maintain one of
the Air Force’s most diverse array of cyber systems.
RIGHT
Col. Larry Fletcher, right, salutes Col. Gavin Marks, 55th Wing commander
as he assumes command of the 55th Communications Group during a
ceremony in the 55th Wing Headquarters Building July 15. Fletcher comes
to the 55th CG after serving as the Cyberspace Operations and Warﬁghter
Communication, Ofﬁce of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence,
Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Cyber Effects Operations deputy director in
Washington, D.C.

opportunity to be part of the electronic
combat group … so I cannot tell you how
excited I am to be here.”
As the 55th ECG commander, Cundiff
will oversee ﬁve squadrons of more than
800 Airmen who provide combat-ready EC130H Compass Call aircraft, aircrew and
maintainers for worldwide expeditionary
deployments in support of uniﬁed combatant commanders. He will also oversee the
unit’s transition to the new EC-37B.
“I’m keenly aware of just how lucky I am
to have the opportunity to work with the
best group in the Air Force,” he said. “You
have my word I will remain dedicated to

you and your family as we accomplish our
unique mission.”
Acquaro will retire from the Air Force
after more than 25 years of service.
“The last three years have been absolutely amazing,” he said. “The ECG is the best
command in the Air Force.”
“(Acquaro) has been a consummate
professional, a true warrior and courageous
leader, and I truly hope our paths cross
again in this lifetime,” Marks said. “We
wish you all nothing but the very best in the
future.”

