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An Omaha nursing home struggling
to control a deadly coronavirus out-
break has been dinged by state and
federal inspectors in the past — and
was visited by a state inspection team
on Monday.

In the three weeks since the Life
Care Center of Elkhorn discovered
its first coronavirus case, the virus
has spread quickly within the facility,
among both residents and staff.

Five residents have died since May
15 and 10 are currently hospitalized,
according to a Wednesday update
from the care center.

The facility, at 20275 Hopper St.,
tested all 79 residents on May 11. A
majority — 52 — tested positive for

the virus.
On Monday, the facility announced

its first two deaths; three more were
reported Wednesday. Sixty-one resi-
dents remain at the facility.

“We immediately separated all res-
idents who are positive into their own
area of the building,” the facility said
in a statement. “We are doing every-
thing we can to provide the best care
for residents and to safeguard staff.”

Twenty-six staff members, out of
140, have been infected, and 24 are
currently out sick. Fifty-nine employ-
ees tested negative.

That means 78 people total with ties
to the facility — staff or residents —
have contracted the virus.

“We mourn the loss of our resi-

Memories of
Officer Kerrie

Orozco are
strong, five
years after

she was fatally
shot in the

line of duty.
Page 3A

Iowa’s bars
will get head
start on
Nebraska’s
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LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Rick-
etts said Wednesday that he feels
no pressure to reopen bars, even
though people in Omaha will soon
be able to take a short drive across
the river to grab a drink in Iowa li-
quor establishments.

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds an-
nounced Wednesday that in her
state, movie theaters, museums
and wedding reception venues will
be reopening as of Friday, and bars
can reopen May 28.

Her decision had Omaha bar
owners again pushing for Nebras-
ka’s Republican governor to allow
them to reopen their doors.

They’ve also obtained the ser-
vices of an attorney who says he
sees no legal justification for why
Ricketts has continued to keep
Omaha-area liquor establishments
closed while restaurants and
sports bars that have liquor licens-
es were allowed to open more than
a week ago.

“This is not a shot across the
bow,” attorney James Martin Da-
vis said in an interview. “But if
they want bars to stay closed, they
need to provide some legal justifi-
cation for doing it.”

In the Omaha area, bars and

Reynolds says bars can
reopen May 28; Ricketts
says he’s still reviewing
data on infection trends

A show of support for meatpacking workers

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) —
Employees at a Smithfield pork
processing plant in South Dakota
where a coronavirus outbreak in-
fected more than 800 people were
greeted at work Wednesday with
thank-you signs, cheers and waves
from about a dozen area residents.

“They’re putting their health at
risk just like the hospital workers
are to continue on with this work,
so I hope they feel appreciated,”
said Becky Olson, a Sioux Falls
resident who held a sign outside
Smithfield’s entrance.

The plant has instructed many
workers to return to work this
week as it looks to scale up oper-
ations by the end of the month.

Masked employees streamed into
the factory entrance as trucks car-
rying pigs rumbled past.

The Smithfield plant, which pro-
duces roughly 5% of the nation’s
pork supply, gave an early warning
of how quickly the virus can spread

‘I hope they feel appreciated,’ says one woman outside
plant in Sioux Falls, where over 800 have been infected

DOUGLAS COUNTY SEES UPTICK
Another 145 cases are reported,

pushing county total to 2,715. Page 2A

RICKETTS DEFENDS TESTING
He’s “very pleased” with TestNebraska,
despite failure to meet goals. Page 4A

NCAA GIVES THE GREEN LIGHT
Football and basketball teams can start

organized workouts in June. Sports

NURSING HOME WHERE 5 HAVE
DIED HAS SPOTTY RECORD

At virus-stricken west Omaha facility, regulators in 2018 and ’19 found
infection control problems and a bungled response to a sexual assault

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

All 79 residents of the Life Care Center of Elkhorn were tested for coronavirus on May 11, and 52 were found to be infected. Five have since died. Well
before the outbreak, federal inspectors found deficiencies at the facility, and in 2019, Nebraska HHS placed its license on probation for 180 days.
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With no track
season, Axtell
and Giltner
will never
know if they
could have
repeated as
state champs.
Sports

OMAHA GIVES

Drive raises
over $8 million,
beating past
three years

By nanCy GaarDEr
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It was only one hour into this
year’s 24-hour Omaha Gives char-
itable fund drive and Nancy Wil-
liams already felt like she had won
the lottery.

At 1 a.m. Wednesday, Williams,
president and CEO of No More
Empty Pots, got an email: Her non-
profit, which fights food insecurity
and promotes self-sufficiency, had
received enough donations to win
the first hourly prize of $1,000.

“It has been an incredibly grace-
ful day,” Williams said. “I’m in-
credibly grateful.”

By late Wednesday afternoon,
No More Empty Pots had raised
more than $20,000 — enough to
provide 5,000 individual meals
to area residents and 375 bags of
fresh farm produce through its
Community Supported Agricul-
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 11,122 138
Iowa 15,624 393
U.S. 1,528,235 91,664

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

See Life Care: Page 4

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
GOP advisers recruit “pro-Trump”
doctors to go on TV to prescribe
reopening before safety benchmarks
are met. Page 10A

Meat trade group says there should
be plenty of supply to fill domestic
and foreign demand. Page 11A

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

Sioux Falls resident Pat Lloyd, right, was among those greeting employees
as they entered the Smithfield pork plant on Wednesday. Workers are
returning this week to the plant, which had been closed for three weeks. See Smithfield: Page 2

See Iowa: Page 2

See Omaha Gives: Page 2


