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MONARCH/TITAN SWIMMERS AND DIVERS READY FOR STATE B2

By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

When the Rev. Ernesto Me-
dina breaks bread, he wants to 
make sure everyone gets a piece.

It doesn’t matter if church-go-
ers were baptized or even of the 
faith, he said, he is happy to 
have them there.

“We believe all are children 
of God,” Medina said. “The line 
that is true here, and people be-
lieve to the core, is that all are 
welcome.”

After nine years of building 
a welcoming community at St. 
Martha’s Episcopal Church, 780 
Pinnacle Drive, Medina is trans-
ferring to a Lutheran church in 
Beatrice.

“In some ways, it’s time,” he 
said. 

“The next person will take it 
to the next level, but I did the 
hard part and no one could take 
that away from me.”
When he first came to the par-

ish, he said, it was not in a good 
place.

“It was in a tough spot. Peo-
ple were tired and not many 
people were coming to church 
anymore,” Medina said.

During his time at St. Mar-
tha’s, Medina made it his goal to 
not only grow the parish, but to 
keep it healthy.
Medina is a firm believer that

when people get to know each 
other, no matter their opposing 
views, they are more under-
standing and slower to anger.

“We’ve learned to talk to each 
other, listen to each other,” he 

said.
He also rid of all church com-

mittees because members tend 
to grow restless and stressed, he 
said.

“You’re on them for life and 
then you don’t like it,” Medina 
said.

Instead, people worked on 
projects over the span of a few 
weeks and then moved onto 
something different.

With less structure and a wel-
coming environment, Sunday 
attendance grew from about 60 
people to 140.

St. Martha’s is also where 
Medina gained the courage to 
speak the truth, he said.

In church, he said, everlasting 
life is often preached.

“How do we know? We act 
like we know,” he said. “This 
community gave me the courage 
to finally tell the truth.”

Because to him, love is what 
matters most.

“The truth is that you’re 
loved right now and we don’t 
need to worry about tomorrow 
or what happened yesterday,” 
Medina said.

For Medina, his main objec-
tive is to learn how to love like 
Jesus did, he said.

“I want to learn how to love 
like that,” he said. 

“I don’t need him to be the 
son of God. If that’s helpful for 
people great, but I want to love 
like Him.”

Medina’s last day at St. Mar-
tha’s is Feb. 28 and parting ways 
with those he’s grown with oth-
er the years is difficult, he said.

“It’s like a child who’s grow-
ing up. When they go to college, 
you have to back off,” he said. 
“It doesn’t mean you can’t call 
them up. I have to make some 
breaks.”

It’s the children he will miss 
the most, he said.

From baptisms and youth 
group, he created special bonds 
with the children in the parish.

“They are very real relation-

ships,” he said. “I’ve seen them 
all grow up.”

At his next parish, he said, he 
hopes to build strong relation-
ships and help others “be bold, 
tell the truth and speak in love.”

New challenge awaits Papillion pastor
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Rev. Ernesto Medina is departing from St. Martha’s Episcopal Church after nine years.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Washington, D.C., might be thousands 
of miles away, but the tariff war playing out 
there is being felt in Sarpy County.

Oriental Trading Company, which has a 
distribution center in La Vista, imports a sig-
nificant portion of its good from China, and
president and CEO Steve Mendlik said in 
an email the company was impacted by the 
tariffs President Donald Trump placed on 
$250 million in Chinese goods. (Trump also 
placed tariffs on goods from Europe, Canada 
and Mexico last year.)
Mendlik declined to share specifics about

how the cost of importing good was affect-
ed, but said “since the tariffs went into place 
late in the year, and after much of our holi-
day merchandise was already received, the 
impact will be much greater in 2019 than in 
2018.”

To manage the cost, OTC worked with its 
business partners in China to redesign prod-
ucts, lowered production costs, took advan-
tage of incentives provided by the Chinese 
government and timed its shipments to min-
imize the impact, Mendlik said. OTC also is 
looking for suppliers in other countries in an 
attempt to keep its prices from being passed 
on to customers.

“Our customer is very value conscience, 
so price increases are the last lever for our 
business,” he said. “If the tariffs continue or 
increase as expected, however, the effect will 
ultimately be felt in the price of our prod-
ucts.”

The most obvious impact of the tariffs 
in Nebraska was on the state’s agricultural 
economy.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau estimated the 
trade war cost Nebraska farmers between 

$695 million and $1 billion, which translates 
to the overall hit to the state’s economy of up 
to $1.2 billion.

Tim Lorenz and his family have been 
farming near 168th Street and Capehart Road 
since 1929. As the trade war escalated during 
the summer and early fall, he wondered how 
the tariffs would affect farmers.

The tariffs suppressed demand for ag 
products, especially soy beans, and is pro-
jected to make input costs increase in 2019.

Lorenz said he hasn’t had many discus-
sions with other farmers about how the 
tariffs will affect the 2019 season for Sarpy 
County farmers. He says he buys very little 
equipment because he uses some tractors 
for decades, whereas others who buy more 
equipment would be more heavily impacted.

Fertilizer costs are also going up, which 
means farmers may have to buy less prod-
uct or shop around to find better prices in
order to turn what Lorenz calls “a sustain-
able profit.” He said he trusts his supplier
and doesn’t plan on shopping around for the 
right amount of product.

“I can’t rob the soil. It’s a balancing act,” 
Lorenz said.

Every year is independent of each other, 
Lorenz said, because there is so much out-
side of a farmer’s control, especially weather, 
and politics now plays a role.

“You can only control so much,” he said.
Papillion La Vista Community Schools 

was keeping its eyes on the tariffs in Decem-
ber when it was preparing to make more 
than $220,000 in computer purchases. John 
Schwartz, the district’s assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and instruction, said the 
district was monitoring the tariffs, which 
were expected to go into effect Jan. 1. But 
Trump and Xi Jinping, the Chinese presi-
dent, agreed to delay further escalation.

Impact of tariffs 
felt on local level

David Karlson, assistant recreation director with the City of La Vista, serves 
Delores Arellano her meal during the Senior Valentine’s Day Luncheon 
Thursday at the La Vista Community Center. About 125 seniors attended the 
annual event, which was a combined effort from the La Vista and Papillion 
senior centers. Entertainment was provided by the Papillion-La Vista High 
School jazz band and Feelin’ Groovy.

Service with a smile
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Papillion Senior 
Center Manager 
Donna Monteleagre 
serves food to a 
table during the 
Senior Valentine’s 
Day Luncheon 
Thursday at the La 
Vista Community 
Center.
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There’s only one you.
Let’s keep it that way.
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