
Louisville rallies
for two in the
ninth to send

Mississippi State
home, will play
Vandy tonight.

Sports

ROSE THEATER

New space
‘perfect’ for
youth theater
academy

By Betsie Freeman

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

There’s more interest in classes
for kids at the Rose Theater than
there is room to accommodate
them.

The theater’s education pro-
gram has grown nearly 10 times
bigger over 10 years, said Kori
Radloff, Rose marketing and pub-
lic relations director. More than
800 students were enrolled in
about 150 classes and camps in the
2018-19 season.

Rose leaders knew the educa-
tion program either had to stop
growing or find a bigger space.

The solution: They recently
signed an 11-year-plus lease on a
27,000-square-foot space in the for-
mer Gordmans building at 120th
Street and West Center Road.

The space will become The Rose
Studios for Youth Artists in March
of next year.

“It’s really perfect for us,” said
Julie Walker, the theater’s manag-
ing director.

Arts education has become a big
deal for a number of organizations
around the metro area as parents
search for meaningful after-school
and summer activities for their
kids.

Omaha Performing Arts is

Building at 120th and
West Center will be ready
for growing education
program in March

Dancing, sports and dreams
Sophomore year just ended, they loved to dance
and play sports; one wanted to be a NICU nurse

Survivor is recovering
Girl’s family says her biggest challenge

was learning that she had lost her best friends

Five girls in crash known in Gretna
as ‘inseparable,’ athletic and bright

By JeFFrey roBB and erin duFFy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

They weren’t just close friends,
they were “inseparable.” They were
active in the school community, put-
ting in the hours on soccer, volleyball
or dance teams while still earning the
good grades needed to join the Nation-
al Honor Society.

The Gretna community has been
grieving their loss. The Omaha com-
munity has rallied in their memory.

Now, their names are known to all:
» Abigail Barth

» Alexandria Minardi
» Kloe Odermatt
» Addisyn Pfeifer
Thursday, authorities released the

names of the four Gretna teenagers
who died in this week’s horrible car
crash, along with a fifth victim being

treated for burns at a Lincoln hospital.
That is Roan Brandon, 15, who found
out Wednesday that her four best
friends had died.

Sarpy County authorities and Gret-
na Public Schools Superintendent
Kevin Riley held a press conference
to discuss the crash.

“Our collective heart in our com-
munity is shattered,” Riley said. “We
ache for the families.”

The five girls were all soon-to-be ju-
niors at Gretna High. Barth, Odermatt

Wider community learns
names of 4 who died and
survivor: ‘Our collective

heart … is shattered’

These five Gretna High students, “the closest of friends,” were in the car that crashed and caught fire late Monday. From left are Alexandria Minardi,
Addisyn Pfeifer, Kloe Odermatt, Roan Brandon and Abigail Barth. Brandon was the only survivor and is recovering in a Lincoln hospital.
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Review: ‘Toy
Story 4’ is a
blast but has
less emotional
punch than its
predecessors.
Living

TRIAL OF AUBREY TRAIL

Sydney Loofe’s
friends helped
investigators
find suspects

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

WILBER, Neb. — The per-
sistence of Sydney Loofe’s fami-
ly and some sleuthing by friends
helped to locate the two people ac-
cused in her slaying.

Loofe’s mother, Susan, reported
her as a missing person, and insist-
ed that it was suspicious, less than
24 hours after Loofe last communi-
cated with friends.

Soon after, a friend of Loofe’s
created a fake account on the dat-
ing app Tinder, and she persuaded
a woman who called herself “Au-
drey” to share her phone number.

Lincoln police and Saline Coun-
ty deputies eventually tracked that
phone number to Bailey Boswell
and Aubrey Trail, the pair accused
of luring Loofe to her death.

Thursday marked the first day
of testimony in the trial of Trail,
who could face the death penalty

Husker headed to Dallas
Isaiah Roby becomes the first
Husker picked in the NBA draft

in 20 years, selected 45th
overall and quickly traded. Sports
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump declared
Thursday that “Iran made a very
big mistake” by shooting down a
U.S. surveillance drone over the
Strait of Hormuz and gathered
top national security officials at
the White House to discuss op-
tions.

Asked earlier in the day about
a U.S. response to the attack, the
president said pointedly, “You’ll

soon find out.” But he also sug-
gested that shooting down the
drone was a foolish error rather
than an intentional escalation of
the tensions that have led to ris-
ing fears of open military conflict.

“I find it hard to believe it
was intentional, if you want to
know the truth,” Trump said at
the White House. “I think that it
could have been somebody who
was loose and stupid that did it.”

The downing of the huge, un-
manned aircraft, which Iran por-
trayed as a deliberate defense of
its territory rather than a mis-
take, was a stark reminder of the
risk of military conflict between
U.S. and Iranian forces as the
Trump administration combines
a “maximum pressure” campaign
of economic sanctions with a
buildup of American forces in the
region.

On Thursday, Iran called the
sanctions “economic terrorism,”

‘Iran made a very big mistake,’ Trump says
u.S. considers response to downing of drone; iran says
it was defending its territory and will take case to u.N.

See Iran: Page 5
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