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Woman tells
of husband’s
role in killing,
threat to her

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Eleven days after his involve-
ment in the July 2018 slaying of an
Omaha man, Phillip Figures shot
a glare at his wife of eight years,
warning her not to tell anyone.

Not her family. Not her friends.
And definitely not the “people,” his
code word for police.

“He didn’t look at me; he looked
through me,” Vanessa Figures tes-
tified Wednesday. “He said, ‘Don’t
make me kill you, Vanessa.’ ”

“How did you feel?” prosecutor
Beth Beninato asked.

“Like I would be dead by mid-
night,” she said. “I felt it in my soul.”

It was a soul-searching day
Wednesday in Douglas County
Courtroom No. 414 — one that pro-
vided a rare sight: a woman testi-
fying against her former husband
in a murder case.

Phillip Figures’ defense attor-
ney, J. Robert Black, had tried to
stop that testimony at an earlier
hearing, saying spousal privilege
barred Vanessa Figures from
taking the stand. However, that
privilege — the ability to tell your
spouse something without it com-
ing back to haunt you — can’t be
invoked in cases of confessions to
violent crimes.

After he described deadly
robbery, she testifies, her
panicking spouse told her:
‘Don’t make me kill you’

Suburban women’s gun views put pressure on GOP

By Joseph MorTon

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Republican
resistance to gun control mea-
sures could cost them among a
key voting bloc, according to new
polling.

The Republican Main Street

Partnership commissioned a poll
of 1,000 registered voters in five
suburban House districts that
found that nearly three out of four
suburban women polled favored
stricter gun laws, according to the
Washington Post.

Suburban voters like that are
crucial in the districts Republi-

cans need to take back control of
the House.

“It should catch the attention
of any Republican in a swing dis-
trict,” University of Nebraska at
Omaha political science professor
Randall Adkins said of the poll.
“While there may be pressure
from the party to not take up the
issue, clearly this is a priority for
a large percentage of voters in the
district.”

In the wake of mass shootings

in Ohio and Texas, President
Donald Trump initially signaled
an openness to bolstering back-
ground checks but has been more
mixed in his comments since.

House Democrats passed a
background check bill earlier this
year, but only eight Republicans
supported it. All GOP members
from Nebraska and Iowa opposed
it, and there’s little evidence that
it can pass the Senate.

A poll finds 3 in 4 want stricter laws; that voting bloc
may be crucial in places like Nebraska’s 2nd District

What happens to 500,000 garbage
cans Omahans won’t need anymore?

By AAron sAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Trash day in Omaha is messier now
than it will be in 2021.

That’s when the city will replace
thousands of residents’ trash cans and
green recycling bins with large, cov-
ered trash carts. Most of those cans
and bins will be recycled under plans
being discussed at City Hall.

The Omaha City Council is sched-
uled to vote Tuesday on a new 10-year
trash contract that will provide every
household with at least two of the new
covered, 96-gallon trash carts. The

contract starts in 2021.
Today, Omaha residents buy their

own plastic or metal trash cans. The
city doesn’t know exactly how many
trash cans Omahans are using to toss
out garbage and yard waste. Public
Works’ best guess is at least 500,000.

Omaha residents also have 100,000
or more of the green, 18-gallon recy-
cling bins. Those bins will no longer
be needed because all of the options
for the city’s next trash contract pro-
vide one covered, 96-gallon trash cart
for recycling.

The final two bidders for that trash
contract committed to the City Coun-
cil last week that they would help res-
idents recycle the bins and trash cans
left behind. But the costs of those ef-
forts differ.

FCC Environmental of Spain, one

Trash bidders vow to
help recycle them (and
recycling bins), but one
would charge city extra
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FEDERAL SAFETY AGENCY

As kids die in
hot cars, critics
call ‘awareness’
tweets futile

The deTroiT free press

The numbers are sickening: 10
children dead in 20 days.

They were little girls and boys
who died in hot cars in the U.S.
just in the last few weeks, a grow-
ing crisis that’s perplexing in part
because experts say the deaths are
unintentional and preventable.

Some automakers have de-
ployed technological solutions, but
making them standard on all new
vehicles appears to depend on a
divided Congress rather than reg-
ulators.

The federal regulator in charge
of overseeing the auto industry
took action this week. The Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration announced a “Tweetup,”
inviting the public to spread the
word over Twitter on the dangers
of heatstroke.

Amber Rollins, a prominent
safety advocate, said the safety
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When the city provides new trash carts in 2021, Omahans will say goodbye to their garbage cans, but some may be too old or contaminated to recycle.
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