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Merry
Christmas

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Bellevue’s City Council on Tuesday night 
was granted the controversial power of re-
moving an elected official from office.

Mayor Rusty Hike twice broke 3-3 ties to 
add removal of office to a list of disciplinary
actions that can be taken against elected offi-
cials for misconduct. His first vote allowed the
council to reconsider its vote from Dec. 3 to
pass the measures while his second passed the 
full list of sanctions, removal of office includ-
ed.

Council members Thomas Burns, Bob Stin-
son and Pat Shannon voted no while Paul 
Cook, Don Preister and Kathy Welch voted 
yes.

The council previously voted on the mis-
conduct proposals at its Dec. 3 meeting, but
removal of office was removed as a possible
sanction after Burns’s motion to eliminate that 
sanction passed. The ordinances outlining
misconduct sanctions ultimately passed 5-1 
with Shannon the only no vote.

Shannon’s no vote played a role in why 
Welch asked the council to reconsider the 
vote, she said. Welch was one of four council
members on Dec. 3 to vote in favor of amend-
ing the proposal to eliminate removal of office
as a possible sanction, joining Burns, Stinson 
and Shannon.

During Tuesday’s meeting, she read from a 
statement that laid out three reasons why she 
wanted the removal of office vote reconsid-
ered. In addition to Shannon’s no vote on the
overall ordinance, which she said made the 
council miss an opportunity to send a unified
message, she said Shannon attacking Hike’s 
integrity to local media and employees who 
“feel powerless to challenge the bad behaviors 
of a council member” also prompted her to 
ask the council to reconsider.
“It seems our compromise did nothing to

calm the waters, but merely served to embold-
en our council member in his destructive she-
nanigans,” she said.

While she was reading the statement, Shan-
non vehemently objected to what he consid-
ered personal attacks, including a reference 
Welch made to Shannon’s campaign viola-
tions in 2004.

“This has no bearing on what’s before the 
City Council here tonight,” Shannon said.
“This is just pure inappropriate.”
Shannon was fined $16,000 in 2006 by the

Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure 
Commission for eight campaign violations.
The fine was settled in late 2017.

City Attorney Bree Robbins recommended 
Welch omit Shannon’s name as Welch read 
her statement. Welch agreed and continued to
read the statement but didn’t reference Shan-
non by name.
“I want to restore civility to our public life

in Bellevue, restore pride in our community 
and reduce the consistent embarrassment in-
flicted on Bellevue by the antics we have con-
tinued to endure,” she said.

Cook brought forth the same amendment 
he proposed at the Dec. 3 meeting to add re-
moval from task force and removal of role as 
council president. That amendment passed
unanimously.

Hike said he broke the 3-3 ties because he 
wanted to keep information from executive 
sessions safe and keep council members from 
demeaning city employees.

“This ordinance will take care of that,” he 
said.

Welch and Hike declined to identify if 
Shannon or any other council members was 
the reason for themisconduct proposal. Welch
said city employees had told her there were 
previous problems with a council member’s 
misconduct and nothing could be done.
“If you review some City Council video

will see disparaging comments made to direc-
tors,” she said. “It was to take care of all of it.

“This gives (employees) the opportunity to 
work in a safe environment.”

Removal
gets OK

from 
council
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From left, Lane Batten, Taylor Anderson and Emberlyn Argarin, students at St. Matthew the Evangelist School, sing at the Eastern 
Nebraska Veterans’ Home Friday. The school visited veterans to share the Christmas spirit with classics such as “Frosty the 
Snowman” and “Silent Night.”

Spirit in song

By Hailey Stolze
Staff Writer

Nomatter their family’s financial sit-
uation, all children should share the joy 
of opening presents Christmas morn-
ing, said Amanda Parker, Bellevue Hu-
man Services program specialist.

So, for the last 40 years, the Sarpy 
County Holiday Assistance event has 
gifted Sarpy County children those 
memories.

This year, the annual event helped 
make the 663 children signed up smile.
It took place Dec. 14 from 8 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Bellevue Christian Center.

“Everyone wishes for something un-
der the Christmas tree, especially when 
you are young,” said Carmen Brad-
ley of Eastern Nebraska Community 
Action Partnership in a news release.
“This event makes that wish come true 
for hundreds of children across Sarpy 
County.”
It’s put on by ENCAP, Heartland

Family Service, Bellevue’s Human Ser-
vices, Bellevue Christian Center, Bel-
levue Ministerial Association, Sarpy 
County’s Human Services, Sarpy Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and St. Columbkille
Catholic Church.
How it works: the community do-

nates gifts for children, such as new 
toys, games, books, clothing items and 
gift cards. Then, parents shop for free
from the donations for a special gift to 
give their children this holiday season.

“This is a hard time of year for a lot 
of people,” Parker said. “I hope they
regained some hope for whatever their 
goals are.”
In order to participate, families must

have signed up in October and Novem-

ber and meet the event’s requirements.
It’s open to low-income families liv-
ing in Sarpy County with children 14 
or younger living in their home. This
year, roughly 300 families received as-
sistance.

When applying for the assistance 
program this year, families were asked 
an extra question regarding wheth-
er they were affected by the flood last
spring. Impacted families were given
a little extra spending money, Parker 
said.

According to the Census Bureau, an 
estimated 9,000 people in Sarpy County 
live at or below the poverty level.

Since Bellevue doesn’t have any 
homeless shelters, Parker said people 
sometimes assume that means the city 
doesn’t have any homeless people. But,
she said, that’s just not realistic.

“No matter where you live — wheth-
er it’s a big Omaha area or a small sub-
urban area — there’s always going to be 
people who need something,” Parker 
said.

More than 600 children receive gifts 
from holiday assistance program
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Carmen Bradley of Eastern Nebraska 
Community Action Partnership stands 
among toys Dec. 14 at the Bellevue 
Christian Center. The church held the Sarpy 
County Holiday Assistance event as more 
than 600 local children 14 and younger 
received a gift.


