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Amid signs of early flu season, state
health officials say it’s time for a shot

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A slow but steady trickle of Nebras-
kans testing positive for influenza in
September and October is raising the
prospect of an early influenza season
this year, according to state health of-
ficials.

The Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services sent a
notice to health care providers Mon-
day alerting them to the bug’s possi-

ble early arrival. While the numbers
aren’t high, there is a slight uptick.

During the past two months, labora-
tories have reported between one and
24 positive influenza tests a week, with
selected samples confirmed by more
advanced testing. Typically, the state
receives weekly reports in the single
digits during those months, many of
which turn out to be false positives.

That also means it’s time for those
who haven’t done so already — those
who’ve been holding off, those who’ve

been too busy — to get their flu shots.
“While experts discourage pre-

dicting influenza trends,” state epi-
demiologist Dr. Tom Safranek wrote,
“the numbers seen to date raise the
prospect of an early influenza season
and underscore the importance of
an accelerated influenza vaccination
campaign, especially in high-risk pa-
tients.”

Safranek also noted that the pos-
itive flu tests are accompanied by

UPTICK IN INFLUENZA CASES IN NEBRASKA

K E N T S I E V E R S / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

The CDC recommends the influenza vaccine for most people over the age of 6 months. Getting the shot helps protect those around you who are at
higher risk or can’t get the shot, including the very young and the very old. Vaccinated people sometimes still get the flu, but it is less severe.
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Gen Xers, as
usual, left out
of ‘OK boomer’
conversation

OK, boomer.
OK, millennial.

OK, Generation Z.
OK, OK, OK!
We Gen Xers

get it. Latchkey
kids we were in the
1970s and 1980s.
Latchkey kids we
remain in our mid-
dle-age-hood as

you all duke it out for the oxygen
online and we just let ourselves
into the house and watch some
“Love Boat.”

As the generation born between
the two largest generations in cur-
rent America — the baby boomers
(76 million Americans born from
1946 to 1964) and millennials (74
million born roughly from 1982
to 2000) — we fewer members of
Gen X (59 million born from 1965
to 1981) are used to being over-
looked. We are used to being ig-
nored. We are used to being left
out of Important Discussions of

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST
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FEDERAL TRIAL

Son of illegal
immigrants
gives details
of operation

By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — In a federal court-
room on Tuesday, the son of illegal
immigrants caught up in a raid in
O’Neill a year ago explained how
his parents worked to avoid detec-
tion and deportation.

Antonio Castro said his stepfa-
ther and mother listed his name
— rather than theirs — as the own-
er of property or the signature on
banking accounts.

After he turned 21, he was asked
to be the registered manager for
the liquor license for the fami-
ly’s La Herradura restaurant in
O’Neill because the parents lacked
the paperwork of legal residents.

When he asked his stepfather
why he paid his workers in cash,
he was told it was because many
of them didn’t have Social Security
numbers, and thus were illegally
working in the United States.

Castro, now 23, said he had grow-
ing fears that his parents would be
deported as the summer of 2018
wore on and federal immigration
officials began stopping cars to
question immigrant workers about
his parents’ operation in O’Neill.
Once, he even urged his stepfather
to go to Las Vegas, where the fami-
ly owned a handful of homes, to lie
low for a while.

His parents, at center
of O’Neill raid, will also
testify in trial of 3 others in
alleged conspiracy

See Raid: Page 2

NONBINDING REFERENDUM

Students to Creighton: Divest from fossil fuels

By rick ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Creighton University students
who cast ballots Tuesday voted
overwhelmingly in favor of di-
vesting university funds from the
fossil fuel industry.

The students said through
their referendum that Creighton
should freeze any new invest-

ments in fossil fuels. By 2025, the
students say, Creighton should
divest the 2% of its endowment
that is invested in the top 200 car-
bon-emitting fossil fuel compa-
nies. Creighton’s endowment was
about $570 million as of mid-2018.

Cindy Workman, a Creighton
spokeswoman, said administra-
tors will consider the students’
wishes. “The university will as-

sess its options
and provide a
statement to cam-
pus next week,”
Workman said.

About 2,440
Creighton students
voted, and 85.8%
of them supported

the proposal, said Hugh Truempi,
a student promoting the referen-
dum. The vote is nonbinding, so it
amounts to a student-body recom-
mendation to Creighton’s admin-
istration.

“We’re hopeful that they’ll meet
our demands,” said one of the
leaders of the student movement,
Mike Galeski of Omaha. Galeski
said the vote reflected not only an
acknowledgment of the hazards
of climate change but also would
be a wise financial decision over
the long haul.

The referendum also says the
university should fully divest
from fossil fuel companies by the
time Creighton reaches carbon

Campus climate group’s proposal gets 85.8% of vote;
university will ‘assess its options’ on investments

Mike Galeski

See Creighton: Page 2
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