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STRECK LABORATORIES

Judge sides
with late
founder in
family feud

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A family feud that has pitted the
adult children of a biotech com-
pany founder against their sister
reached one resounding resolution
in court this week.

A Sarpy County district judge
awarded more than $720 million to
the estate of Wayne Ryan, founder
of Streck Laboratories, an Oma-
ha-area business that has dozens
of patents in its manufacturing of
medical diagnostic products.

Judge Nathan Cox said the busi-
ness, now led by Ryan’s daughter
Connie, grossly undervalued its
net worth and, thus, the amount
that Wayne Ryan was entitled
to for his share of the business.
His order calls for Streck to pay
Wayne Ryan’s estate $467 million,
plus more than $253 million in in-
terest.

Ryan, a longtime Omaha-area
scientist, businessman and philan-
thropist, died in 2017.

“This is a victory for my father,
a bittersweet victory because he
is not here to know that a court
understood what he had gone
through,” said daughter Carol
Ryan, a trustee of her father’s es-
tate. “The Court recognized that
the value in Streck was my dad,
his technology, his key customer
relationships and his hard work.”

An appeal is expected. Streck
and its CEO, Connie Ryan, issued
a statement Thursday saying,
“Based on the law and the evidence
that was presented ... Streck re-
spectfully disagrees with the fair
value placed on the shares held by
(Wayne Ryan). Streck intends to
pursue all available remedies to
challenge the order.”

The statement also says, “Streck
remains committed to its over 400
employees located in (La Vista)
Sarpy County ... and its global cus-
tomers.”

Streck has more than 40 patents
and more than 20 medical products
that are sold around the world.

The entire judgment will go to

Estate awarded more
than $720 million as court
rules that Sarpy County
company was undervalued

THE ST. LOUIS JESUITS ARE ‘COMING
HOME’ FOR A FINAL PERFORMANCE

The band’s getting back to-
gether. Omaha fans are making
travel plans. And tickets for this
reportedly final show are selling
out.

The St. Louis Jesuits, the Cath-
olic Church’s Simon and Gar-
funkel, are reuniting for a fall
concert to be held on Sept. 29
at Powell Hall, near Saint Louis
University, where they first met

almost five decades ago and rev-
olutionized Catholic liturgical
music through their folk-rock
sounding songs.

Like band reunions, this one
has the wistful feel of an era end-
ing. The five men, like their baby
boomer and Generation X fan
base, have aged. Jesuit seminari-
ans when they met, they are now
in their 60s and 70s, and one is 80.

Their balding, graying pates
and white beards have replaced
youthful 1970s shags and mus-
taches. Two have left the reli-
gious order. All went their sepa-
rate ways in individual projects
long ago. And church music
in general has expanded and
evolved to include newer artists

OMAHA.COMFridAy, July 26, 2019 • SuNriSE EdiTiON • rEAl. FAir. ACCurATE.

u.S. government plans to carry
out first executions since 2003

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S.
government will execute feder-
al death row inmates for the first
time since 2003, the Justice De-
partment announced Thursday,
bringing back a seldom-used pun-
ishment pushed by President Don-
ald Trump and escalating another
divisive issue ahead of the 2020
presidential election.

Five inmates who have been
sentenced to death are scheduled
to be executed within six weeks
starting in December. By compar-
ison, there have been three execu-

tions since the federal death pen-
alty was restored in 1988 and 37
overall from 1927 to 2003.

In 2014, after a botched state
execution in Oklahoma, then-Pres-
ident Barack Obama directed the
department to review the nation’s
use of capital punishment and is-
sues surrounding lethal injection
drugs. That review has been com-
pleted, the department said, and
executions can resume.

In a statement, Attorney
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Bacon, Fortenberry join House
dems in voting for budget deal

By Joseph MorTon

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — The House
on Thursday approved a two-year
budget deal that suspends the debt
ceiling and hikes both military and
domestic spending.

Rep. Cindy Axne of Iowa joined
most of her fellow Democrats in
backing the proposal. Most House
Republicans opposed it — despite
President Donald Trump urging
them to vote yes.

The overall tally was 284-149.

Among the Republicans who
voted for it were Reps. Don Bacon
and Jeff Fortenberry of Nebraska.

“While far from perfect, this
agreement funds our most urgent
national priorities and provides fis-
cal stability for our growing econ-
omy,” Bacon said in a statement
after the vote.

House Republicans have seen
Trump previously appear to sign
off on bipartisan compromises
only to backtrack, but Thursday
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