
Zoo animals get a taste of Christmas as Boy
Scouts drop off undecorated trees. Midlands

Retired
policeman,
city’s oldest,
dies at 92

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Omaha Police Department’s
oldest retired officer died last
week at the age of 92.

Harold Hug led a life of varied
interests, pastimes and jobs, in-
cluding cop, musician, Army en-
listee, medical transport driver,
handyman, facilities manager and
grandfather.

Hug died on Dec. 18 at Creighton
University Medical Center-Bergan
Mercy of heart failure, said one
of his sons, Ron Hug of Omaha.
He had battled colon cancer and
suffered a broken neck within the
past couple of years.

“He knew it was time,” Ron Hug
said. “He was at peace.”

Harold Hug enlisted in the
Army as World War II approached
its end and didn’t see combat. He
joined the Omaha Police Depart-
ment in July 1949 and retired as a
sergeant in November 1982 after
33 years on the job.

When other veterans died, he
volunteered to play taps on his
trumpet at the funerals. And if

STARS ALIGN IN 2020
FOR A SPORTING

JUNE TO REMEMBER
By Jon nyatawa

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The calendar hasn’t yet flipped to
2020, but it’s already unmistakable
that next summer will be one to re-
member for Omaha’s sports scene.

The College World Series, held here
for the past 70 years, will be part of a
blockbuster package in June: the U.S.
Olympic Swim Trials are back for a
fourth time. And earlier this month,
Major League Baseball announced

plans to bring its 2020 amateur draft
to the Holland Center during the lead-
up to the CWS.

So, for 19 straight days in June,
Omaha will be part of the national
sports conversation.

“2020 goes without saying, it’s an
unprecedented year,” said Josh Todd,
president and executive director of
the Omaha Sports Commission. “It’s
going to be an epic year for Omaha.”

Consider, too, that the CHI Health

The MLB draft makes its Omaha debut in June, just ahead of the CWS,
and the Olympic Swim Trials return, capping a summer sports trifecta
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THE FUTURE IS HERE

Want your own
space or a quick
drink? There’s
a pod for that

the washington Post

In early October, the Glenliv-
et, a Scottish whisky distillery,
introduced its latest booze-de-
livery vessel: a transparent, sac-
like pouch that dissolves in your
mouth. Customers would now be
able to drink Scotch like they were
eating a Gusher candy. Glenlivet
called them “capsules,” but every-
one knew what they really were:
pods.

They are pods because they
looked exactly like Tide pods, the
transparent, saclike pouches of
laundry detergent that you’re very
much not supposed to eat. Tide
pods, in turn, had been part of a
fleet of pod products (poducts?) to
enter our atmosphere.

IPods, Airpods and podcasts for
our ears. Juul pods for our lungs.
Tide Pods for our clothes. Pod is
the name of several restaurants,
and a new social network. The
Pod Hotels, a chain of alternative
“microhotels,” offer hip, cozy,
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TO dONATe
The Goodfellows 2019 campaign
continues through Tuesday. To be
part of this year’s drive, make your
donation online by that day or get
your check in the mail in time to be
postmarked by Dec. 31.
Online: Omaha.com/goodfellows
Mail: World-Herald Goodfellows
1314 Douglas St., Suite 600,
Omaha, NE 68102
Today’s donations on Page 2B

Ricketts’ Christmas tweet
Eastman and Hunt fault governor;

his aide says they’re “continuing the
War on Christmas.” Midlands
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‘CHRISTMAS GIFT’

Offutt jets
still watching
for N. Korean
missile test

By steve lieweR

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

North Korea’s “Christmas gift”
must have gotten lost in the mail.

A North Korean missile test that
had been widely anticipated over
the holiday didn’t occur, at least
not yet.

But U.S. military surveillance
aircraft — including RC-135 Rivet
Joint and Cobra Ball jets based at
Offutt Air Force Base — have been
patrolling the skies near North Ko-
rea in recent days, according to
aircraft spotters. So has a Geor-
gia-based E-8C JSTARS airplane
and an RQ-4 Global Hawk pilotless
aircraft.

It’s not clear whether they are
related to North Korea’s threat in
early December to send the U.S.
a “Christmas gift” if the Trump
administration failed to restart
stalled arms reduction talks. The
military does not comment on re-
connaissance flights.

The “Christmas gift” has widely
been interpreted as referring to a
rocket test — perhaps at the So-
hae test stand, one of several sites
where analysts have noted lots of
recent activity.

That includes recent engine
tests, the movement of trucks to

Kim’s regime threatened
to send a ‘gift’ if the White
House failed to restart
arms reduction talks
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TD Ameritrade Park was packed for Game 1 of the CWS championship series between Vanderbilt
and Michigan in June. In June 2020, the Major League Baseball draft will be held in Omaha days
before the CWS, and the Olympic Swim Trials, at top in 2016, will overlap with the end of the CWS.

See MLB draft: Page 2

Harold Hug
He was on the
Omaha police
force for 33 years,
joining in July
1949 and retiring
as a sergeant in
November 1982.

See Hug: Page 2

See Pods: Page 3

See North Korea: Page 2

He was a man who wore
many hats, including cop,
musician, handyman and
husband of 71 years
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Between now and the end of the year, we’re
offering the BEST Score Your Deals of 2019!
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