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Ricketts
keeps focus
on hospital
capacity

By Martha Stoddard
and Paul haMMel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — As coronavirus
deaths shot up in Nebraska, Gov.
Pete Ricketts said Wednesday that
his goal remains to keep the state’s
health care system from being
overwhelmed.

“That’s what we can control,” he
said. “We can’t stop the virus from
coming.”

Four new deaths were reported
Wednesday in Nebraska, following
eight deaths Tuesday, bringing the
total to 45. The state’s first death
was reported less than a month
ago. All but four of the total fatal-
ities were people age 60 or older.

Douglas County, the state’s
most populous county, has had 14
deaths. But Hall County surpassed
that number Wednesday, reporting
three deaths to bring its total to 15.
That county, home to Grand Island
and to a major meatpacking plant,
has more confirmed cases of coro-
navirus than any other in Nebras-
ka and almost twice as many as in
Douglas County.

Ricketts said his plan is aimed at
“flattening the curve” of coronavi-
rus cases, rather than minimizing
the number of people who die or
get seriously ill.

Flattening the curve means the
state avoids a sharp spike in dis-
ease that would outpace the num-
ber of hospital beds and ventila-
tors. Instead, the state would see
the same total number of cases,
but there would be fewer people

That — not the total
number of virus cases or
deaths — is ‘what we can
control,’ governor says,

Lexington tries to get a handle on spike in cases

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

More testing. More data about
who’s sick and where they live
and work. More people staying
home.

That’s what Lexington Mayor
John Fagot said his central Ne-
braska city needs to stamp out a

coronavirus flare-up in the Daw-
son County area.

Just since April 8, Dawson
County cases have grown from
one to 197 as of Wednesday night.
Lexington, population 10,000, is
the largest city in the county, and
home to a Tyson Foods beef plant
that employs nearly 3,000 people.

Fagot said he doesn’t know

how many people in Lexington
have tested positive, or how many
workers at the Tyson plant have
COVID-19 — only countywide fig-
ures have been shared with him.

“I do expect more cases,” he
said. “I don’t think we’ve peaked
at this time.”

Dawson County also includes
the smaller cities of Cozad and
Gothenburg.

“We don’t expect to know
names or addresses or every-
thing, we just want to know the

towns or areas where they are at,”
said Dawson County Board mem-
ber PJ Jacobson. “I hear rumors,
but that’s all we hear.”

The Nebraska National Guard
was back in Lexington on Mon-
day and Tuesday swabbing people
for testing, after collecting speci-
mens over the weekend, too. That
means the number of cases will
almost certainly rise as more test
results come back.

Fagot said he was working the

Mayor wants more testing, more people staying home;
health agency expects data soon on infections at Tyson

VIRUS HOBBLES PACKINGHOUSES

NOWHERE TO PUT
MARKET-READY LIVESTOCK

By Paul haMMel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

UNADILLA, Neb. — At the Bar-
tling Brothers hog farm, nearly
2,200 pigs are ready for slaughter,
but the packinghouses — which
are either closed or cutting back
on operations because of the coro-
navirus — won’t take them.

Jim Bartling said he knows some
farmers who have already eutha-
nized some pigs because they can’t
sell them and can’t afford to keep
feeding them because of mounting
debts. Now, he’s wondering if he’ll
also have to make that same, de-
pressing decision.

“We’re going to stuff every
barn full of pigs,” Bartling said
on Wednesday. “But at some point,
we’re going to have to decide when
we run out of room.”

Times were already tough in
farm country, with low prices for
hogs and cattle, as well as for corn
and other grain. But things have
gotten worse with the growing
spread of coronavirus at packing-
houses across the country. It has
caused processing plants in Iowa
and South Dakota to close and oth-
ers, because of higher absentee-
ism, to reduce operations.

Some Nebraska farmers euthanize hogs that they can’t sell and can’t
afford to keep feeding; a cattle feeder calls situation ‘worse than terrible’
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 1,813 45
Iowa 3,748 90
U.S. 802,583 44,575

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

By reece riStau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Gov. Pete Ricketts is challeng-
ing Nebraskans to help “crush the
curve” of the novel coronavirus by
signing up for a statewide testing
program.

TestNebraska aims to dramati-
cally increase coronavirus testing
in the state. The program, a part-
nership between the state and a
consortium of private companies,
could allow officials to test 3,000
people a day within five weeks — a
considerable increase over the 600
to 800 a day being tested now.

The effort mirrors testing and
tracking programs already under-
way in Utah and Iowa.

Ricketts is asking all Nebras-
kans to register online at TestNe-
braska.com. Nearly 20,000 people
had registered on the website as
of Wednesday morning, Ricketts
said.

Here are some common ques-

Ricketts asks
all Nebraskans
to sign up for
testing program

See Lexington: Page 2

See Testing: Page 8

See Farmers: Page 4

See Ricketts: Page 8

K E N N E T H F E R R I E R A / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Jim Bartling in one of his family’s hog barns in Unadilla, Nebraska, on Wednesday. “The problem with being a hog farmer is that I just can’t shut the
door and lock it like store owners.” Bartling said. “This is a wound and there is no way to stop the bleeding.”

K E N N E T H F E R R I E R A / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Jim Bartling leaves a nursery building on the Unadilla farm. By some estimates, capacity
at hog processing plants is down about 20%. Bartling thinks it’s more like 30%.


