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Syrian Kurds try to rehabilitate
captured Islamic State fighters

The WashingTon PosT

QAMISHLI, Syria — At a closely
guarded prison in this northeast-
ern Syrian town, former Islamic
State fighters make papier-mâché
models of birds, flowers and trees
while serving sentences that typi-
cally run two or three years.

Across the border in Iraq, Islam-
ic State detainees are being held in
degrading conditions, subjected to
torture and often, when brought to
trial, given long sentences or the
death penalty, according to human
rights groups.

The Syrian Kurdish allies of the

United States are attempting a dif-
ferent approach. Their goal, Kurd-
ish officials say, is to rehabilitate
and reintegrate many of the Islam-
ic State fighters in their custody, in
hopes of deterring a revival of the
militant movement.

The Syrian Kurds’ leftist ideol-
ogy precludes the death penalty,
and their few functioning courts
issue light sentences for fighters
not found to have committed ma-
jor crimes. Hundreds more mil-
itants have simply been freed in
deals with local Arab tribes whose

BRIGHT AND HOT
Sweltering heat didn’t keep a man from stretching his legs Tuesday afternoon at Wehr-

spann Lake in the Chalco Hills Recreation Area. The heat index Tuesday peaked at 110

in Omaha, 115 in the Millard area and 117 in Council Bluffs, according to the National

Weather Service. With rain and a cool front bringing relief, today’s high should feel about

30 degrees cooler. A chance of rain is in the forecast the rest of the week.
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After biding
time and
building body,
young Husker
lineman is eager
to make an
impact. Sports

BRANSTAD AT WHITE

Trump tries
to allay farm-
state outrage
over biofuel

BloomBerg neWs

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump presided over
a lengthy Oval Office meeting
Monday in which he urged offi-
cials to soften the effect of re-
cent policy moves that have an-
gered Midwestern farm states
critical to his reelection.

The Trump administration
was stung by criticism over
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Aug. 9 decision to
give 31 refineries exemptions
from annual biofuel-blending
requirements — including Iowa
Sen. Chuck Grassley’s asser-
tion that the Trump administra-
tion had “screwed” farmers.

Trump suggested rescind-
ing some of the newly granted
waivers during the Monday
meeting, according to four
people familiar with the dis-
cussions who asked not to be

Flood paradox: Water short
Plattsmouth residents are

reminded to conserve water until
water treatment plant is fixed.

Midlands

Weather
High: 73

Cooler; rain possible
Low: 60
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LA VISTA

Support for
restaurant
tax is tepid
butsufficient

By reece risTau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A majority of La Vista City
Council members appear to
have an appetite for a restau-
rant tax.

The response to the city’s
proposed 1.5% tax included
a small, balanced mix of sup-
porters and opponents Tuesday
night during a public hearing.

The city would follow in the
footsteps of Omaha, Lincoln
and Ralston if it successfully
pursues the tax on restaurants
and drinking establishments.
If it passes, the tax could even-
tually generate up to $700,000,
according to the city.

Mayor Doug Kindig has
pointed to major projects in the
city, including redevelopment
on 84th Street and a multimil-
lion-dollar road and sewer proj-
ect east of 72nd Street, as part
of the city’s reasoning for the
tax.

Those types of investments
can direct millions of tax dol-

Hearing draws small
crowd with mixed views;
most on council back
1.5% tax despite qualms

T H E WA S H I N g T O N P O S T

Islamic State militants held in northeast Syria. Kurdish officials there, though
overburdened, are trying to break the cycle of revenge that has roiled the region.

See La Vista: Page 2

PENITENTIARY IN LINCOLN

Conditions
at prison
‘disturbing,’
official says

By Paul hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Staff shortages,
record-high overtime and the
existence of the synthetic drug
K2 and other banned contra-
band have made the State Pen-
itentiary potentially the most
troubled prison in Nebraska,
according to a recent memo
from a state legislative watch-
dog.

Doug Koebernick, the in-
spector general for corrections,
used terms like “alarming” and
“disturbing” to describe con-
ditions at the State Penitentia-
ry, the state’s largest prison.
It holds about 1,300 inmates,
ranging from maximum to min-
imum custody.

He said problems at the pen-
itentiary in Lincoln may now
exceed those at the Tecumseh
State Prison, which has been
the site of two deadly riots
since 2015.

The director of the state pris-
on system, Scott Frakes, said in
a statement that a broad labor
shortage is affecting the Cor-
rections Department as well
as other occupations and that
prisons across the country are
struggling to hire and keep
staff. The department recently

Inspector general finds
staffing, crowding, drug
problems worse than at
troubled Tecumseh
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