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Closing meat
plants risks
‘civil unrest,’
Ricketts says

By Paul Hammel, erin Duffy

anD martHa StoDDarD

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Rick-
etts said Thursday that he doesn’t
“foresee a scenario” in which he’d
ask meatpacking plants to close,
despite soaring numbers of coro-
navirus cases in Nebraska commu-
nities with such businesses.

Shutting down the plants — as
has happened in several states,
including neighboring Iowa and
South Dakota — would jeopardize
the nation’s food supply, causing
“civil unrest,” Ricketts said.

“Can you imagine what could
happen if people could not go to
the store and get food?” he said.
“Think about how mad people got
when they couldn’t get paper prod-
ucts. Think how mad they’d be if
they couldn’t get food.”

“We need to do everything we
can to make sure these food pro-
cessors stay open,” Ricketts add-
ed.

His daily briefing came as Da-
kota County, home to a massive
Tyson Fresh Meats plant, report-
ed 133 new cases of COVID-19 on
Thursday, more than doubling its
previous total.

Ricketts said he didn’t know how

Dakota County, home to
a Tyson plant, has surge in
cases; how workers live part
of problem, governor says

3 officers reinstated; Payne’s firing upheld

By BoB GliSSmann

anD alia Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Arbitrators reviewing the per-
formance of four Omaha police
officers involved in the death of
an American Indian man in 2017
have upheld the termination of

one officer and ruled that the
other three should return to the
force.

Omaha Police Chief Todd
Schmaderer fired Officers Scotty

Payne, Ryan McClarty, Jennifer
Strudl and Makyla Mead for the
way they handled BearHeels on
June 5, 2017.

Police were called to the

Bucky’s convenience store at 60th
and Center Streets because Bear-
Heels, 29, was refusing to leave.

After a struggle involving offi-
cers, including Strudl and Mead,
Payne shocked BearHeels a dozen
times with a Taser — some of the
shocks coming while BearHeels
was handcuffed and sitting limply
against the rear tire of an Omaha
police cruiser. McClarty punched
BearHeels repeatedly after Bear-
Heels ripped his hand free from a

Arbitrators rule on police
firings tied to 2017 death
of Zachary BearHeels

Capitol District, downtown group
feed idled workers, drive-thru style

By CHriStoPHer BurBaCH

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nearly 200 people knocked
out of work by the coronavirus
pandemic streamed through a
drive-thru food pantry at the Cap-
itol District on Thursday in the
latest effort of downtown Omaha
businesses to help workers get
through the crisis.

The pandemic has idled more
than 250 hotel, restaurant and bar
workers from the Capitol District.
The district’s hotel and many of its
restaurants and other businesses
temporarily closed, while restau-
rants doing only delivery or take-
out have trimmed down to small
staffs.

On Thursday, about 175 of the
workers drove through an interior
road of the district at 10th Street
and Capitol Avenue. Volunteers,
including many business owners

RURAL AREAS HIT BY VIRUS

‘It’s alarming:’
3 counties see
rates 16 times
state average

By Henry J. CorDeS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The vast swaths of open space
beyond the Omaha and Lincoln
metros in Nebraska would seem
an unlikely place for a coronavirus
epidemic.

People spread out over rural
towns, small cities and farmland.
The large majority living in sin-
gle-family homes. No mass transit
systems. Social distancing? It’s
part of the natural landscape.

But the reality in this pandemic
is proving radically different than
that expectation in some areas out-
side Nebraska’s biggest cities, said
Dr. Angela Hewlett, an infectious
disease expert at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.

Many in rural Nebraska work
side-by-side in large food pro-
cessing and meatpacking centers.
Their work is seen as part of an
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Nebraska has two more deaths and its biggest daily jump in cases. page 7A

local runners get creative when marathons are canceled. Page 7A

Tip from Ashton Kutcher pointed Iowa toward Utah testing program. Page 7A

Will swimming pools open? Omahans should find out today. Page 8A

Scotty PayneRyan McClarty Makyla Mead Jennifer Strudl

See Officers: Page 2

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE

CORONAVIRUS CASES CLIMB
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 2,124 47
Iowa 3,641 83
U.S. 888,000 50,177

*As of 10 p.m. Thursday

See Ricketts: Page 4

C H r I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O r l D - H E r A l D

Peppers were among the fruits and vegetables distributed to sidelined workers in the
Capitol District on Thursday. At top, managers of district businesses place up to 38
pounds of food, including meat from Omaha Steaks, in the laid-off workers’ vehicles.

U.S. unemployment rates are highest
since Depression in 1930s. Page 9A

United States lags in global race for
health supplies from China. Page 9A

Virus-related shutdowns breach
Buffett’s “fortress.’’ Page 10A

See Capitol District: Page 4
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He who plants a tree

- Lucy Larcom
American teacher & poet

plants a hope.
Plant a tree this Arbor Day!
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