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Passion for law enforcement drives Boswell
By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

When he left the Papillion
Police Department in 2011, Nick
Boswell had a hunch his law enforcement career wasn’t over.
Seven years later, his hunch
proved correct.
As the newest recruit to the
La Vista Police Department,
Boswell is resuming his role as
a police officer that ended after
nine years with PPD.
Boswell left law enforcement
for a life in private business,
running NutriShop, which was
a vitamin and supplement store.
“Papillion was great to me
and I didn’t leave with any animosity, I just didn’t want to look
back later on and wish I had
tried something different,” he
said. “But it’s hard to take law
enforcement out of your blood
and I think I always planned to
come back.”
At 41, Boswell is not your
typical new recruit. LVPD Chief
Bob Lausten said he believes
Boswell is the oldest officer the
department has ever hired. But
knowing Boswell’s history,
Lausten had no concerns about
Boswell’s age, or time away
from police work.
“I knew him and a lot of our

other officers knew him from his
days in Papillion,” Lausten said.
“This is a guy with 10 years of
experience. When he expressed
interest about getting back in,
we encouraged him to apply because we knew his background
and thought he’d be a good fit.”
Boswell is going through
some on-the-job training with
the department and will need to
spend two weeks at the Nebraska Law Enforcement Academy
in Grand Island later this summer to get re-activated. But the
early part of the process has so
far been a smooth transition.
“Jumping back in has been a
little like riding a bike,” he said.
“I think the transition of coming back to law enforcement has
been easier than if I were starting over.”
He believes returning to work
in Sarpy County has been a key
component as well.
“I grew up in Papillion, graduated from high school here
and graduated from Bellevue
University, so I don’t know
that I would have come back
if it wasn’t in Sarpy County,”
he said. “Culturally, it’s been a
great fit for me. I have a lot of
respect for La Vista and it’s a
department with a very high
caliber.
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Nick Boswell, left, is sworn in as a La Vista police ofﬁcer during the June 18 La Vista City Council meeting.
Pictured with Boswell are La Vista Mayor Doug Kindig and Bob Lausten, LVPD chief of police.
“I feel like I’ve been accepted
with open arms. I want to come
here and show them I can do the
job and earn their respect. I don’t
expect to be treated differently
because I’ve done this before.”
LVPD, like any department,
values officers who keep themselves in top physical condition.
As a nutrition expert, Boswell

more than fits that role. Boswell
even helped teach some of the
recruits at the Sarpy County
Law Enforcement Academy
about nutrition and health.
“Fitness and nutrition is a
huge passion of mine,” he said.
“I think teaching the recruits
kind of got my foot back in the
arena.”

His decision to return was
also made easier by the support
of his wife, Jen.
“She’s been as supportive as
you can get and I wouldn’t be
able to do this if she didn’t support me,” he said. “She knew I
remained passionate about this
work, so I think she kind of expected this.”

Special cart keeps Ridout in the game
By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor
Barry Ridout’s golfing
days could have ended after an automobile accident
30 years ago that left him a
paraplegic.
But thanks to a special
cart, Ridout, who is from
La Vista, is still hitting his
share of fairways on the
course.
The Solo Rider cart at
Eagle Hills Golf Course is
giving Ridout, along with
others dealing with disabilities, an opportunity to
keep playing a sport they
love.
The cart looks similar
to a standard golf cart except it only allows for one
rider and has a seat that
will swivel to either side,
allowing golfers to remain
seated while taking their
swings. The seat is adjustable as well and can position golfers from a sitting
position, or allow them to
be in an upright position.
Ridout’s paralysis from
the middle of his chest
down requires him to use
the cart. But he wants people to be informed that it’s
not just for people in his
situation.
“It’s not just for people in wheelchairs,” he
said. “It could be used by
amputees or even elderly
people who aren’t able to
walk or stand very well.”
Ridout resumed his
golf career about a year
after his accident. But his
options were limited as
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Barry Ridout practices his chipping near the practice green at Eagle Hills Golf Course.
he had to play from his
wheelchair.
“That got pretty tiring
and I also couldn’t take the

wheelchair on the greens,”
he said.
A handful of courses
around the metro area

started obtaining Solo Rider carts, which prompted
Ridout and former Papillion City Councilman TJ

Heinert to bring it to the
attention of Papillion city
staff.
Lori Hansen, recreation

director for the City of Papillion, said two Solo Rider carts were purchased
about a dozen years ago
through a grant. One was
kept at each of the city
courses (Eagle Hills and
Tara Hills). The one at
Tara Hills was destroyed
in a fire several years ago
and has not been replaced.
“They really don’t get
used much,” Hansen said.
Ridout would like to
see that changed.
“I’ve told other people
about it, but I’m not sure
why it doesn’t get used
more,” he said. “I think
we just need more people
to be aware of it.”
The cart is unique in
that it will go anywhere
the golfer goes, from tee
box to green.
“They have special tires
so you can use them on
the green,” Ridout said. “I
drive it in the sand trap,
in the rough, and on hills.
Wherever the ball goes, it
goes.”
Ridout said he gets on
the course “as often as
I can” and has used the
Solo Rider about 20 to 25
times over the years. The
only stipulation is he has
to call the course 24 hours
ahead of time to make sure
it is fully charged. Once
charged, Ridout said the
cart is ready to roll for 18
holes. The cart can also be
transferred to Tara Hills
with 24 hours notice.
“I’ve been playing golf
my whole life, so it’s been
a blast for me,” he said.
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