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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
In light of the impact from COVID-19 and to ensure the safety of our
team, the call center staff now is working remotely. Response time to
phone calls and the ability to speak to a live agent have been impacted.
We ask that during this time requests be made online or through our
automated phone system:

Visit myaccount.omaha.com
where you can:

» Report a delivery issue

» Temporarily stop print delivery

» Make a payment

Call 402-346-3363 or
1-800-234-6942 for the
automated phone system to:

» Report a delivery issue

» Temporarily stop print delivery

activate your digital account at Omaha.com/activate to stay up to date
on all of the news, including ongoing COVID-19 updates.
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800-224-5825 (Nebraska) • 515-323-4633 (Iowa)

Fatima Larios

nonmonetary measures agreed
to by the college.

Besides the payout, Chad-
ron State said it would install a
campus memorial for the young
woman, valued up to $25,000;
award a “Fatima Larios Spirit
Scholarship” to a member of
the women’s softball team for
at least the next 10 years; and
conduct annual suicide preven-
tion training for students and
staffers for at least the next 10
years.

The state college also will ac-
cept technical assistance with
regard to Title IX policies and
procedures; send the parents
a letter of condolence from
Chadron State President Ran-
dy Rhine; allow the mother and
two other family members to
see the room where the woman
died; and continue looking for
Larios’ missing softball glove
and jerseys.

Larios’ parents and the Ne-
braska State College System
signed the agreement last
month.

George Martin III, one of the
attorneys representing the col-
lege, said the defendants had
reason to feel confident about
winning a jury trial. But Mar-
tin said if the college had lost,
it would have been responsible
for exorbitant attorneys’ fees.
Further, he said, neither the
college nor the family cared to
endure the trauma of a trial.

Martin, of Omaha, said of
the nonmonetary concessions:
“We were happy to do that and
again, that was aimed at bring-
ing some closure for the fami-
ly.”

Welsh said the plaintiffs also
felt confident about taking the
matter to trial. But neither side
wanted it to go that far.

The parents agreed in the
settlement not to hold the col-
lege liable for their daughter’s
death. Under the terms of the
settlement, Chadron State ac-
knowledges no wrongdoing.
Another of the family’s attor-
neys, Adele Kimmel of Wash-
ington, D.C., said it is “exceed-
ingly rare for any defendant to
admit wrongdoing as part of a
settlement.”

Larios, who was 19, was in
her sophomore year at Chad-
ron State. She took her life in a
closet in her boyfriend’s dormi-
tory room. She had played four
sports for her Catholic high
school in the Monterey, Califor-
nia, area.

Judi Yorges, spokeswoman
for the state college system,
said in a written statement:
“Like many colleges and uni-
versities, we have also been
confronted with issues of dat-
ing violence and suicide. We
commit significant resources to
meet those challenges, and this
settlement offers us the oppor-
tunity to work with the family
to not only honor Fatima but to
continue to bring awareness to
the issues.”

Lawsuits filed in state and
federal courts in Nebraska
said some of Larios’ teammates
noticed bruises on her and re-
ported this to coaches, who re-
ported it on up. Teammates also
allegedly said Larios told them
she was being beaten.

Students in the dormitory
had heard loud altercations
numerous times between the
couple, the suits say. The Title
IX office attempted to reach
Larios but failed to meet face-
to-face with her, the suits say.

World-Herald staff writer
Paul Hammel contributed to
this report.
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Ricketts doesn’t expect spike in virus cases
By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
said Friday that he doesn’t expect
COVID-19 infections to spike after
the Memorial Day weekend and
after social distancing restrictions
are loosened on June 1.

One caveat — people need to
continue to take precautions.

“If Nebraskans follow our rules,
we’ll be fine,” Ricketts said.

Those rules, which the gover-
nor emphasized remain in effect
through the holiday weekend, in-
clude avoiding groups of more
than 10 people, washing hands
frequently and vigorously, main-
taining a distance from others of
at least 6 feet, and wearing masks
in stores and other public places.

“A best practice would be cele-
brating Memorial Day with your
household,” the governor said,
“but keep all celebrations to 10
people or less.”

Most Memorial Day commemo-
rations have been canceled, though
“virtual” commemorations are
planned Monday by the Nebraska
Department of Veterans’ Affairs,
which people can watch online at
veterans.nebraska.gov/memorial-
day, and by Offutt Air Force Base,
which can be viewed on Facebook.

Some health experts, includ-
ing Dr. Anthony Fauci, a leading
member of President Donald
Trump’s coronavirus task force,
have warned of dire consequenc-
es, including more infections, if
restrictions on social distancing
and group activities are relaxed
too soon.

But Ricketts, on Thursday, an-
nounced a long list of loosened
guidelines, saying he’s trying to
balance the desire of Nebraskans
to return to a “more normal life”
with the need to continue to con-

trol the spread of the highly conta-
gious virus. As of Friday morning,
COVID-19 had sickened more than
11,000 in the state and led to 143
deaths over the past three months.

As of June 1, bars, under social
distancing restrictions, can re-
open in 89 of the state’s 93 coun-
ties, and new guidelines will allow
wedding receptions, concerts and
even commencement exercises to
return if rules are followed to sep-
arate and limit guests. In the other
four counties, the hardest hit in the
state, restaurants can reopen din-
ing rooms, as long as they space
tables apart and maintain less than
50% of capacity.

The Memorial Day weekend,
one of the busiest for camping and
outdoor activities, comes as tent
camping will again be allowed in
several state recreation areas.
And Ricketts said Friday that out-
of-state traveling, as long as visits
are to an adjacent state or not one
experiencing a big increase in in-
fections, is again OK.

But the governor said following
guidelines during June to limit the
spread of the infection will help
determine when more restrictions
will be relaxed.

In related news:
» No stigma. Ricketts said Ne-

braskans should not “stigmatize”
minority groups who have been
hardest hit by the coronavirus out-
break. Latinos, for instance, make
up about 13% of Douglas County’s
population, but have suffered 47%
of the total infections there, he
said, and Asians are only 4% of the
total population but represent 16%
of the cases.

“This virus does not care what
the color of your skin is. If it can
get to you, it wants to infect you,”
he said.

Ricketts added that statewide
figures on the race and ethnicity of

those infected should be available
by the end of the month.

Some Latino activists have com-
plained that their community has
been “sacrificed” and “treated as
expendable,” and that the state
has failed to take enough steps to
protect meatpacking workers, of
which a significant percentage are
Latino.

» Rental assistance. Eleven state
senators, led by Sue Crawford of
Bellevue, called on the governor
Friday to use some of the $1.2
billion in federal pandemic emer-
gency funds to provide “rental
assistance.” They said that with
the governor’s order restricting
evictions expiring on May 31, they
expect a rush of eviction actions.
Not all renters, they said, qualify
for unemployment, and many are
unable to pay rent because they’re
still waiting for unemployment
and pandemic aid checks.

“During this public health
emergency, we cannot ask our
most vulnerable citizens to stay
home if they do not have a home
to return to,” Crawford said. The
federal CARES Act allows rent-
al assistance to be paid, she said,
and it would allow landlords to be
paid while keeping people in their
homes.

When asked about the request,
Ricketts said “stay tuned,” adding
that his administration will soon
present a plan for spending its
CARES Act funds.

Later, though, he clarified
that he believes that the extra,
$600-a-week pandemic aid sent to
the unemployed should be enough
for people to pay their rent.

» Summer school. New advice
for schools on how to resume
summer school classes or conduct
graduation ceremonies is now
available online at launchne.com,
said Matt Blomstedt, the state’s
education commissioner.

He said the new guidelines an-
nounced Thursday by the gover-
nor could allow schools to hold

commencement exercises out-
doors, in football stadiums, with
proper spacing. The governor
emphasized that any gathering of
more than 1,000 people in Doug-
las County must get the OK of the
local health director. Elsewhere
in the state, gatherings of 500 or
more need such permission.

» Health care guidance. The
University of Nebraska Medical
Center has put together guidance
for health care providers and
first responders on how to treat
COVID-19 patients and other re-
lated issues. Look for the Health
Care Providers Information link
on the website for the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human
Services.

» Hospital beds. Use of intensive
care unit beds — a metric Ricketts
has emphasized is most important
in managing the pandemic — is
rising in Douglas County, and both
the governor and Dr. Gary An-
thone, the state’s chief medical of-
ficer, said they’re paying attention.

As of Friday, only 17% of the
county’s ICU beds were available,
and 30% of all hospital beds. But
Anthone said he’s not worried,
even though the availability rate
for intensive care beds is below
20%. The Ricketts administration
has used the 20% benchmark,
saying that having fewer avail-
able would indicate a risk of over-
whelming the health care system.

Anthone said his conversations
with hospital managers and doc-
tors indicate that they are manag-
ing, despite the heavy workload.

“I can look at the numbers all
day, but the real data is talking to
my colleagues ... and asking them
how they’re feeling about things,
are they getting out of control in
Douglas County?” Anthone said
Friday. “And not one of them is
saying they are.”

paul.hammel@owh.com, 402-473-9584
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He says people need to follow rules over Memorial Day,
into June; only 17% of ICU beds open in Douglas County

Planning for next school year
was already underway across the
state when the CDC released its
guidance.

The Nebraska Department of
Education has started an effort
called Launch Nebraska to support
school systems as they plan to re-
start schools.

State Education Commission-
er Matt Blomstedt said different
groups are having regional dis-
cussions on the issue. He cited dis-
cussions in the Omaha metro area,
in Lincoln and Lancaster County,
and with Nebraska’s rural schools
association, which has some 100
superintendents in eight working
groups discussing scenarios.

Blomstedt said he’s seen huge
progress the last two weeks. But
he said the discussions still involve
“getting people organized to have
the right conversations.”

Last week, the CDC came out
with a “Schools Decision Tool” to
help guide how and when to reopen
schools. It was a generic tool that
asked a series of yes-or-no ques-
tions.

On Tuesday, the agency followed
up with a longer list of more spe-
cific guidance. They are guide-
lines, not requirements; the CDC
specified that implementation
should be guided by what’s feasi-
ble, practical and tailored to each
community.

Among the more basic sug-
gestions: Teach and reinforce
hand-washing and encourage stu-
dents to cover coughs and sneezes
with a tissue.

But even the basic ideas could
combine with a complicating wrin-
kle. If students cough into a tissue,
for instance, they should then im-
mediately wash with soap and wa-
ter for 20 seconds, or at least use
hand sanitizer.

Some of the other guidance:
» Wear cloth face coverings as

feasible.
» Avoid sharing electronic de-

vices, books, learning aids, gym
equipment, art supplies or games.

» Space desks 6 feet apart when
feasible and turn desks the same
direction.

» Close cafeterias and have stu-
dents eat in the classroom, with
their own meals or plated food in
disposable wares.

» Go virtual for activities, in-
cluding field trips, assemblies, per-
formances and parent meetings.

» Stagger school arrival and
drop-offs.

Fennell said she saw some prob-
lems in the suggestions.

One guideline was: Ensure that
students and staff stay as static as
possible by having teachers stay
with the same children. That could
be all day for younger children or
“as much as possible” for older
children, the CDC advised.

Asked how that would work in
high school, Fennell replied, “It
doesn’t.”

If the idea is to keep younger
students in place all day, Fennell
said that’s bound to cause depres-
sion and behavioral problems,
along with “not a lot of learning.”

Blomstedt said he’s still going
through the CDC guidance. In

some cases, he said, the blanket
statements won’t work, but he’s
more interested in the intent be-
hind them.

Blomstedt said the actual goal
of keeping groups of students to-
gether might be to make contact
tracing easier if someone becomes
infected.

Blomstedt said decision-makers
will need to rely on their under-
standing of what makes people
safe, then work hard to address
those items.

“There are no grand answers,”
he said.

Three metro area school dis-
tricts say they don’t have answers
yet, either.

Jeremy Maskel, a spokesman
for the Omaha Public Schools, said
the district has a team preparing
for a range of possible scenarios
for next school year, and it has
seen the CDC guidance. But as
the pandemic continues to evolve
rapidly, it’s too early to say specifi-
cally what school operations might

look like, he said.
Said Rebecca Kleeman, spokes-

woman for the Millard Public
Schools, “We know next year will
be different, and we will work
through whatever adjustments are
needed to continue education for
students.”

The Westside Community
Schools will hold community in-
formation sessions to share more
details on June 25, July 16 and July
30. The meetings will be held at
6 p.m. at Westside High School and
streamed online.

But for now, Superintendent
Mike Lucas said the district
doesn’t yet know “what August
and beyond could look like.” He
said Westside is planning on mul-
tiple scenarios.

“Providing a safe learning and
working environment is of ex-
treme importance as we forge
ahead,” he said.
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a fence at Lewis and Clark Middle School last month. One of the CDC’s guidelines on reopening schools is to keep
teachers with the same kids “as much as possible.” The head of the state’s teachers union has problems with that idea.


