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Ricketts says
new program
could test
3,000 a day

By Martha Stoddard

and Paul haMMel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
unveiled a program called Test-
Nebraska on Tuesday that aims to
dramatically increase coronavi-
rus testing in the state as part of
a push to get Nebraskans back to
work.

The effort mirrors testing and
tracking programs already under-
way in Utah and announced earlier
Tuesday in Iowa. A consortium of
private companies developed the
programs.

Ricketts said the initiative seeks
to “crush the curve” and will be
key in being able to lift restric-
tions imposed to slow the spread
of the potentially deadly virus.

“This is how we shift that model
from the entire state being quar-
antined to just the people who
are impacted by COVID-19 being
quarantined,” he said, speaking at
his daily coronavirus briefing.

The briefing came as corona-
virus-related deaths climbed in
Nebraska. The total reached 42
Tuesday evening, with nine new

Hundreds now tested here
daily; private group, also
working with Iowa, says it
has solved supply shortage

Outlet mall
now says ‘soft
opening’ is
not for public

By alia Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska Crossing Outlets’
planned “soft opening” Friday
now won’t be open to the public,
according to a post added to the
mall’s Facebook page on Tuesday.

Last week, the owner of the out-
door mall near Gretna told general
managers of the mall’s 80 stores
that, after speaking with Gov. Pete
Ricketts, he planned a Friday soft
opening for the stores that wanted
to get back to business.

Owner and developer Rod Yates
had hailed the plan as a test case
for how retailers can safely open
to the public.

“We will walk before we run
here and obviously if you have
any underlying health issues we
will encourage shoppers and/or
employees to not participate in the
center soft reopening,” Yates said
in an email last week, announcing
the plan.

Now he is backing off from that
plan.

The Tuesday morning Facebook
post said the only store open to the
public Friday will be Uniform Des-
tination, the one store in the mall
that never closed.

“You’ve heard the news. We are
‘soft opening’ Nebraska Crossing
on 4/24. What does this mean?” the
post said. “A ‘soft opening’ is for

Socially distanced celebrations: ‘Lives
over memories’ for the Class of 2020

By eMily nitCher and Joe deJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

The empty stadiums glowed like
beacons in the darkness.

Outside Foundation Field, Papillion
La Vista seniors sat on car hoods to
look at the lights. Parents took photos
with their phones.

The lights were on at Omaha South’s
stadium, too.

A line of cars spontaneously formed
and circled the block around the emp-
ty Collin Field. Drivers honked horns.
One person spun a noisemaker out the
car window.

Amanda Gonzalez, whose son An-
dres Mancinas is a senior at South,

took in the scene from the passenger
seat of a car.

“It’s just sad that they didn’t have
a chance to say goodbye, to have clo-
sure,” Gonzalez said.

All across Nebraska, school leaders
have been turning on stadium lights
at 20:20 for 20 minutes to celebrate
the Class of 2020. It’s one of the many
socially distanced celebrations school

districts are cooking up to celebrate
seniors during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

They turned the lights on in Grand
Island, Nebraska’s biggest coronavi-
rus hot spot.

For 20 minutes, a convoy of people
cruised bumper to bumper around the
school campus, honking their horns.

Jack Sheard, a spokesman for
Grand Island Public Schools, said he
talked to one girl who was hanging out
the window of her car.

“She was so thankful,” Sheard said.
“Those little things our students are
grasping onto because it’s something.”

The district is sending a box home

Lit-up stadiums, caps and
gowns in the mail and yard

signs acknowledge what
seniors missed this spring

He can’t remember 16 days or
how he survived virus, ventilator

The last thing
Felipe Chavez-
Ramirez remem-
bered was being
wheeled into the
hospital in Hast-
ings, Nebraska.

When he came
to, the 54-year-old
Colorado man,
who had been

healthy until that point, had to
come to grips with some discon-
certing facts.

Fact one: He’d survived a nas-

ty case of COVID-19 and had al-
most died.

Fact two: Sixteen days had
passed since he entered the Mary
Lanning Healthcare hospital ER
at 2 in the morning on March 25.
It was now April 9. Doctors kept
asking him what day it was. He
had no idea. Felipe had lost over
two weeks, being under sedation
as a ventilator pumped oxygen
into his lungs to keep him alive.

Fact three: Most people with
coronavirus who are put on ven-
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Cases tied to JBS beef plant in Grand Island grow exponentially. Page 5A

restaurant turns parking lot into drive-in for social distancing crowd. Page 5A

Union pacific cuts pay for four months, citing drop in volume. Page 7A

Food bank gets beef patties and more from local Mcdonald’s. Page 7A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 1,722 42
Iowa 3,641 83
U.S. 776,093 41,758

*As of 10 p.m. Tuesday

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

a n n a r e e d / T H e W O r L d - H e r a L d

Ella Pelletier and Matt Jones, both Papillion-La Vista South seniors, were at the school last Wednesday when the stadium and scoreboard lit up.
Beginning at 8:20 p.m., or 20:20 in military time, the lights came on for 20 minutes to honor the Class of 2020, members of which are missing out on
the normal fun and celebrations of their last year in high school.

See Seniors: Page 2

See Grace: Page 2

See Mall: Page 2

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
U.N. food agency chief worries about
a “hunger pandemic.” Page 6A
Spain’s Running of the Bulls among
iconic events canceled. Page 7A
President Trump and Congress
reach a tentative deal on a fourth
aid package. Page 8A

Felipe Chavez-
Ramirez was
successfully
treated for
COVID-19 in
Hastings. His
recovery was a
big morale boost
for the Mary
Lanning hospital
staff, and he got
a big send-off
when he went
home after his
three-week stay.
“I’m not even
sure he realizes
how good it was
for us,” said Dr.
Matt Stritt.

M a r y L a n n I n G
H e a L T H C a r e

See Ricketts: Page 7


