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THE CATASTROPHE, DAY BY DAY
A weeklong timeline tracks the flood.
Page 4A

COMMUNITIES SCRAMBLE
People respond as water rushes in.
Pages 5&6A

ON OMAHA.COM
Find the latest flood updates,
plus more photos and videos.

Full impact
of floods
could hardly
be imagined

By Erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The experts had warned that
major flooding was coming, yet
local emergency management and
safety personnel gathered in Nor-
folk weren’t sure if the dire pre-
dictions would actually pan out.

They studied the weather fore-
casts, looked at river crest predic-
tions, understood that rain might
not soak into the frozen ground.
But when they checked area fields
for runoff from melting snow and
rain, the volume of water wasn’t
that dramatic.

The officials prepared for the
expected flooding, but few could
begin to fathom what would soon
happen in Norfolk and across
much of eastern Nebraska and
western Iowa.

“It was just kind of a nice spring
rain, to be honest with you,” said
Shane Weidner, the Norfolk public
safety director. “We looked at each
other … and said, ‘We can’t imag-
ine this all being underwater in a
day or two.’ ”

Over the next several days, from
Wednesday, March 13, through the
weekend, the warnings of historic
flooding became all too real.

At least 30 flood records in Ne-
braska alone were broken, a testa-
ment to how widespread the dam-
age was and the domino effect of
the flooding.

When water and mattress-sized
chunks of ice caused the Spencer
Dam to collapse, that sent more
water and ice hurtling down-
stream into waters already swol-
len by rain and snow. The Verdigre
Creek in northeast Nebraska hit a
record flood stage. So did the Loup
River near Genoa, the Wood River
at Gibbon, the Platte River at Lou-
isville, the Elkhorn River at Water-
loo, the Missouri River at Brown-
ville and more.

Towns and cities in 29 Nebras-
ka counties evacuated, plus more
in low-lying areas in Iowa near
the Missouri River, like Pacific
Junction and Hamburg. Western
Nebraska wasn’t spared, either: A
blizzard hit right in the middle of
calving season. Eighty-one of 93
Nebraska counties issued disaster
declarations, plus 56 in Iowa.

Five Nebraskans died, including
two whose bodies still haven’t been
found.

During the peak of the disaster,
more than 3,300 miles of Nebraska

Forecasters warned, but
few envisioned the disaster
that unfolded as multiple
records and levees broke

Senior gives fellow grads
a moment to remember him by

By JoE DEJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

At Millard North’s graduation
ceremony Saturday, the speakers
talked about resilience and perse-
verance.

And then senior Jace January
showed them what it looks like.

Jace, 18, has a rare birth defect
rendering his arms and legs nearly
useless.

But when it was his turn to re-
ceive his diploma, he got out of his
wheelchair and walked across the
stage.

It was no miracle. He used a
special walker more complex than

Millard North classmates
cheer as he crosses the
stage without a wheelchair

R y A N S O D E R L I N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Jace January, as a Millard North senior, worked on writing a letter of advice to next year’s incoming freshmen with paraprofessional Tracey
Ann Myers during fundamentals of English.
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On Saturday, Jace left his wheelchair and, with the aid of a walker, crossed the stage at
Baxter Arena to receive his diploma — to the applause of the crowd of 3,500.
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