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Three other
Minneapolis
officers now
face charges

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Prose-
cutors charged a Minneapolis po-
lice officer accused of pressing his
knee against George Floyd’s neck
with second-degree murder on
Wednesday, and for the first time
leveled charges against three oth-
er officers at the scene, according
to criminal complaints.

The updated criminal complaint
against Derek Chauvin says the of-
ficer’s actions were a “substantial
causal factor” in Floyd’s death.

“Officer Chauvin’s restraint
of Mr. Floyd in this manner for a
prolonged period was a substan-
tial causal factor in Mr. Floyd
losing consciousness, constituting
substantial bodily harm, and Mr.
Floyd’s death as well,” the criminal
complaint said.

The complaints against the oth-
er officers allege that they aided
and abetted in Chauvin’s actions.

Widely seen bystander video
showing Floyd’s May 25 death has
sparked protests nationwide and
around the world against police
brutality and discrimination. Chau-
vin was fired May 26 and charged
three days later with third-degree
murder and second-degree man-
slaughter. The three other officers
involved were also fired but were
not charged until Wednesday.

Minnesota Attorney General
Keith Ellison updated the com-
plaint against Chauvin to add a
charge of unintentional second-de-
gree murder, in addition to the
earlier charges. He also charged
Thomas Lane, J. Kueng and Tou
Thao with aiding and abetting

Prosecutors charge
Chauvin with second-
degree murder, others
with aiding and abetting

Lifting of city’s curfew comes with caution

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After three nights of a citywide
curfew in Omaha — with large-
scale demonstrations beginning
to lose steam — two top city of-
ficials said Wednesday that the
time was right to lift the curfew.

Mayor Jean Stothert and Oma-

ha Police Chief Todd Schmaderer
said that after observing the pro-
tests Tuesday night, they felt com-
fortable rescinding the curfew
that locked down the city from
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday. Protests around the
country stemmed from the death
in Minneapolis of George Floyd,
whose neck was pressed down by

a now-former police officer’s knee
for nearly 9 minutes while he was
handcuffed.

The curfew decision was ulti-
mately Stothert’s to make, though
she consulted closely with Schma-
derer and other city officials.

“After really reviewing the
events in the last 24 hours, it did
look like a lot of the activity as far
as the riots, as far as the violence,
has really decreased,” Stothert
said at an afternoon press confer-
ence.

While Stothert rescinded the
emergency order that authorized
the curfew and a 25-person limit
on crowds, she retains the abili-
ty to reinstate a curfew, or other
restrictions, through Tuesday.
That’s because the City Council
this week voted to extend Stoth-
ert’s state of emergency procla-
mation, under which she can issue
such orders.

Schmaderer said the Police
Department is aware of a few

Police chief notes that ‘dynamics can change’; Stothert
can reinstate emergency orders through Tuesday

KLEINE BACKS GRAND
JURY IN SCURLOCK CASE

By todd coopeR

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It was a mixed message, but one
that was welcomed by supporters of
James Scurlock, a 22-year-old black
man killed Saturday night by a white
bar owner during protests in down-
town Omaha.

Douglas County Attorney Don
Kleine relented Wednesday and said
he would petition the Douglas Coun-
ty District Court to appoint a special
prosecutor and convene a grand jury
to review whether charges should be
brought against Jake Gardner, the
former owner of The Hive and Gatsby
bars at 12th and Harney Streets.

At the same time, Kleine said, he

has seen additional evidence since
Sunday, when he reviewed several
videos and witness statements. None
of what he saw would change his de-
cision that Gardner was acting in
self-defense, Kleine said.

“There have been a few things that
have come in that actually, that prob-
ably (support) the nature of the deci-
sion that we made,” Kleine said. “Just
enhanced or made that (decision)
even more strong.”

That said, Kleine added: “I certain-
ly believe in transparency and have
no problem with any oversight about
(our) decisions. … I welcome and sup-
port the calling of a grand jury to re-
view evidence in this rare instance.”

Afterward, Scurlock’s father, James

Scurlock II, thanked the community,
especially black Omahans, for forcing
the issue. And he thanked Kleine for
listening.

Several people pushed for a grand
jury after Kleine said Monday that he
didn’t think one was necessary. Folks
even started inquiring about peti-
tioning for a grand jury, a move that
would have required about 20,000 sig-
natures.

“I want to thank the black commu-
nity for getting us this grand jury —
the pressure (from) everybody,” Scur-
lock said.

State Sen. Justin Wayne, an attor-
ney for the Scurlocks, said it wasn’t
just the black community.

Slain man’s father thanks community for support, prosecutor for listening;
Kleine and family lawyer Wayne differ on what additional evidence reveals
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King ‘had become a liability’ to GOP, Drake prof says
By Joseph MoRton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Rep. Steve
King always embraced the role
of conservative provocateur, em-
ploying rhetoric likely to generate
headlines as well as outrage from
those on the other side of the polit-
ical spectrum.

But it’s his fellow Republicans
who are pushing the nine-term
Iowa congressman out the door.

Facing four challengers in Tues-
day’s 4th District primary, King
garnered a little more than one-
third of the vote and came in well
behind State Sen. Randy Feenstra.

“For regular Republicans, he
had become a liability, if not an
embarrassment, and they decid-
ed to cut their losses in order to
hold the seat,” said Dennis Gold-
ford, political science professor at
Drake University.

King’s career has been marked

time and again by controversy,
from his warnings about “cultural
suicide by demographic transfor-
mation” to his infamous descrip-
tion of drug smugglers coming
across the southern border with
“calves the size of cantaloupes.”

He drew attention for a Confed-
erate flag displayed on his desk
and for associations with far-right
leaders in other countries.

MOURNING THE PAST?
It’s been 10 years and NU is still

trying to come to grips with the Big
Ten, Tom Shatel writes. Sports
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 14,866 187
Iowa 20,375 574
U.S. 1,851,520 107,175

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday
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State Sen. Ernie Chambers speaks to people protesting outside the City-County Building on Wednesday. “Don’t let anybody turn you in a direction that
you don’t want to go,” he told about 60 people at the gathering. “You don’t have to prove anything by knocking out a window.”
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