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Koch ties to
law program
worry some
UNL profs

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A program proposed for the
University of Nebraska College of
Law would receive backing from
the Charles Koch Foundation,
which some faculty members con-
sider troubling.

The program, approved this
week by University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln Chancellor Ronnie
Green, is called the Governance
and Technology Center. It would
study how emerging technology
affects the law, how that technol-
ogy is regulated and what chal-
lenges it creates for society and
the law.

The NU Board of Regents and
the State Coordinating Commis-
sion for Postsecondary Education
still must approve the center.

The Koch Foundation has en-
countered criticism through the
years for trying to influence hir-
ing, curriculum, research or other
elements of the programs it has
funded.

A small national organization
has sprouted called UnKoch My
Campus.

The Koch Foundation is connect-
ed to the billionaire Koch brothers,
Charles and the late David. They
have been known for supporting
free enterprise, hands-off capital-
ism and generally libertarian and
conservative causes. Their dona-
tions — many millions of dollars —

Dean says foundation
wouldn’t influence planned
center focused on how new
technology is regulated

Man at center of O’Neill labor scheme tells of its origins

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The ringleader of
a service that had once provided
undocumented workers for com-
panies in the O’Neill area testified
Thursday that one of the compa-
nies, a tomato greenhouse, first
suggested that he set up such an
operation.

Juan Pablo Sanchez-Delgado

said two secretaries from the
greenhouse first approached
him around 2013 at the Mexican
restaurant he owned in O’Neill
and complained about their dif-
ficulty in finding workers to pick
and sort tomatoes in the humid
greenhouse.

They told him, he said, that they
needed someone in the “middle”
between their company and the
federal government to provide

workers, which he understood to
mean illegal immigrants.

At a subsequent meeting, San-
chez-Delgado said, “they ex-
plained how much I was going to
be paid and how much I was going
to make.”

The business flourished for sev-
eral years in a labor-short region
of rural Nebraska, providing up to
60 workers for the greenhouse and
dozens of others to hog confine-
ments and other businesses until
a raid in August 2018 by Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement.

Wiretapped phone calls, played

in court Thursday, revealed that
in the weeks before the raid, San-
chez-Delgado and a secretary at
the greenhouse were growing
more anxious about the day when
“there’s not going to be any Mexi-
cans” to fill the jobs.

“One day, ICE will pick us all
up,” Sanchez-Delgado said.

His testimony highlighted the
fourth day of the federal trial of
three people, all customers or
friends of Sanchez-Delgado. They
are charged with participating in

He says two greenhouse secretaries, one of whom is on
trial, suggested that he help find workers for company

ACRES OF TREES AT ZORINSKY LAKE
TO FALL, UPSETTING NEIGHBORS

By NaNcy gaaRdeR

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Trees around the perimeter of
Zorinsky Lake Park will be cut
down over the next few years as
a result of a directive from Wash-
ington.

The 30-foot corridor is expected
to total about 40 acres of trees.

The plan by the Army Corps of
Engineers has angered some prop-
erty owners, while others welcome
it.

The federal government owns
the land where the lake, built for
flood control, is situated. The City
of Omaha operates and maintains
the park.

The trees are being removed to
better delineate the park’s bound-
aries.

A number of homeowners

B R E N D A N S U L L I VA N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Mike Beffa of Omaha jogs on a trail at Zorinsky Lake Park on Wednesday. While the view from that trail won’t change, the Army Corp of Engineers will
cut down the trees in a 30-foot-wide corridor at the park’s perimeter to better delineate where private property ends and government land begins.
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UNO will
provide a rare
chance to see
Mercury cross
in front of the
sun next week.
Midlands

SCORES KILLED

Long-simmering
anger at Iran
boils over in
protests in Iraq

BAGHDAD (AP) — The shoes
are coming off again in Iraq.

In years past, Iraqis have beat-
en their shoes against portraits of
Saddam Hussein in a sign of anger
and insult.

In 2008, an Iraqi journalist threw
his shoes at a ducking President
George W. Bush during a press
conference to vent his outrage at
the U.S.-led invasion.

Now protesters in Baghdad’s
Tahrir Square are using their
shoes again — slapping them
against banners depicting Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme
leader.

More violent demonstrations of
their fury have erupted in south-
ern Iraq, where protesters have
torched the headquarters of par-
ties and militias linked to Iran and
thrown firebombs at an Iranian
Consulate.

The anti-government protests

See Protesters: Page 2

See Law: Page 4

These decades-old hedge apple trees at Zorinsky Lake Park will be among those cut
down. Some homeowners say that will hurt their property values and damage habitat. See Zorinsky: Page 2

See O’Neill: Page 4
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