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By Staff Sgt. Jessica Montano
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Annually, October is 
observed throughout the nation as Cyber Security Aware-
ness Month and is designed to raise awareness about the 
importance of cyber security.

At Offutt Air Force Base, it’s more than just security; it’s 
readiness.

Offutt AFB experienced a record-breaking flood in 
March that caused water to consume various buildings, 
which initiated systems, records, and personnel to be 
moved to other locations on base.

“When the flood happened, we had an influx of service 
requests,” said Staff Sgt. Jake Martinez, 55th Communica-
tions Squadron data center management NCOIC. “We were 
responsible for making sure equipment and systems were 
set up and running smoothly.”

The day-to-day mission for the 55th CS data center is 
ever changing. 

From equipment installation to customer service 
requests, the data center constantly thrives to maintain 
readiness.

“When the flood happened, it kind of felt like a bowling 
ball came in and hit everything,” said Master Sgt. Bradley 
Dillon, 55th CS network control center section chief. “So, 
we had to find all the displaced pieces, and make sure the 
services, and people responsible for those services, were 
operating properly. 

“To add to the flood recovery, we had inspections kicking 
off. Our cyber posture was falling well below the standard, 
but our data center team came in and brought us well 
above passing scores.”

When the flood inundated Offutt, the data center man-
agement team came up with a game plan to accomplish 
mission readiness: prioritize, coordinate, maintain.

“Our first step was sitting down as a team and priori-
tizing the systems we had to set up or fix, from entirely 
vulnerable systems to small network fixes” said Martinez. 
“The next step was really dependent on each client, so we 
coordinated with our 53 associate units to satisfy their sys-
tem checklists, whether it be classified or unclassified.”

An incident that caused havoc throughout the commu-
nications squadron, quickly morphed into a well-oiled 
machine.

“Soon enough it turned into everyday practice, sort of 
like a new routine,” said Martinez. “There were a lot of 
moving parts, but we sat down and figured out what we 
were going to focus on and tackled it.”

The final step of the data center’s game plan is nonexis-
tent.

“There is no final step,” said Dillon. “There are constant 
security updates, policy changes, and system setbacks; it’s 
a continuous process.

Cyber: readiness, awareness

The Omaha Salvation Army is taking registrations 
through Nov. 21 for its 28th annual TurkeyFest, which is set 
for Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28.

TurkeyFest is a city-wide effort that provides compli-
mentary Thanksgiving dinners to older adults. The Salva-
tion Army will have approximately 1,400 dinners available 
for those who qualify (about 200 more than were available 
last year). 

Recipients will enjoy a warm Thanksgiving meal featur-
ing turkey, potatoes, stuffing, gravy, green beans, cranber-
ry sauce, dinner roll, fruit and cookies.

Recipients must be 60 years of age or older. To register, 
call 402-898-6023. 

Phone lines are open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

Registrations will be accepted until 3 p.m. Nov. 21 or 
until all meals have been reserved.

Note, those registering must speak to a Salvation Army 
representative on the phone to register; no voice mails will 
be accepted. Also, recipients must be home on Thanksgiv-
ing morning in order to receive their meal.

Volunteers are still needed to deliver TurkeyFest 
Thanksgiving dinners the morning of Nov. 28. Contact 
Kay at 402-898-6000 for more information or to sign up to 
volunteer.

Salvation Army needing
TurkeyFest volunteers

The Sarpy County Courthouse, courthouse annexes, 
and Sheriff’s Office will be closed Monday Nov. 11 in 
observance of Veterans Day. 

All public safety/emergency services, including 911 
operations, will remain open.

Courthouse closed Veterans Day

The Bellevue Recreation Department offers free histor-
ical tours of the Fontenelle Bank, Log Cabin, Old Presbyte-
rian Church, the Omaha and Southern Railroad Depot and 
the Bellevue Cemetery. Call 402-293-3142 for information.

Did you know

Call 402-733-7300 or email
classifieds@bellevueleader.com

Full color Display Advertising
starting as low as$30 a week!

Published in the following:
Air Pulse • Bellevue Leader • Gretna Breeze

Papillion Times • Ralston Recorder •Omaha.com

List Your Craft,
Vendor or Holiday Event

On the Boulevard

0000067673-01

VET_NE_1119 © 2019 American Blue Ribbon Holdings, LLC

THIS VETERANS DAY AT VILLAGE INN, 
WE’RE HAPPY TO OFFER A FREE V.I.B. TO 

ALL VETERANS AND ACTIVE MILITARY.

NOVEMBER 11, 2019

VILLAGEINN.COM

Choose 4 different V.I.B. items to create your own delicious
breakfast. Must show Military ID or proof of Military Service.

LINCOLN, NE
6555 “O” St. • 402-489-8829

2949 N. 27th St. • 402-466-8408
5001 Van Dorn St. • 402-488-2424

7101 S. 27th St. • 402-421-6115

OMAHA, NE
4416 Dodge St. • 402-551-1150
10770 “M” St. • 402-339-7870

3333 N. 90th St. • 402-572-1010

BELLEVUE, NE
309 Ft. Crook Rd. N. • 402-293-1010
3809 Twin Creek Dr. • 402-292-4300

COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA
1906 Rue St. • 712-388-9301

2935 W. Broadway • 712-328-7377

FREMONT, NE
1110 E. 23rd St. • 402-727-8880

5425 “L” St. • 402-734-5700
7837 Dodge St. • 402-384-9950

3839 N. 138th St. • 402-965-9620
2525 S. 180th St. • 402-333-0434
6607 N. 72nd St. • 402-573-9377

PAPILLION, NE
8304 S. 72nd St. • 402-339-9339 0000079604-01
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Save an
average
of $894*
Protect yourself
with America’s
#1 car and
home insurance
company.**

CALL ME TODAY
402.292.1900

Protect:
Your car.

Your house.

Your bank
account.

Matt Ricchini, Agent

Residential • Commercial • Land • Sales & Management

402-291-2500
www.HikeRealEstate.com
114 East Mission Avenue • Bellevue

114 East 1st Street • Papillion / 543 Main Street • Plattsmouth
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CONGRATULATIONS FROM THESE BELLEVUE CHAMBER MEMBERS

BELLEVUE CHAMBER
CELEBRATING NEWMEMBER

RIBBON CUTTINGS

Scooters
Bellevue

CHI Medical Hospital


