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Gretna High School students Liliana 
J. Kinnan and Kolton R. O’Neal were 
named National Merit semifinalists last 
fall.

O’Neal was further recognized as a fi-
nalist and winner of a $2,500 scholarship 
this spring.

Semifinalists are chosen based on their 
preliminary SAT scores.

To become a finalist, the semifinalist 
and a high school official must submit a 
detailed scholarship application, in which 
they provide information about the stu-
dent’s academic record, participation in 
school and community activities, demon-
strated leadership abilities, employment, 
and honors and awards received.

Of the nearly 16,000 semifinalists 
nationwide, O’Neal and Kinnan were 
among 103 from Nebraska chosen for the 
program, which serves to honor students 
for their academic ability, giving semi-

finalists the opportunity to compete for 
more than $30 million in scholarships.

“I thought it was pretty cool,” O’Neal 

said. “It was a very selective thing. I had 
seen my score so I wasn’t completely sur-
prised, but it was still really cool.”

O’Neal — a Gretna High School Class 
of 2021 graduate — was a member of 
band, Quiz Bowl, Academic Decathlon, 
Jazz Band and the math team.

He plans to attend the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln as a math major.

“I took the PSAT as a practice and 
didn’t know what the scholarship was, 
didn’t know much about it and didn’t 
know anyone at Gretna that had gotten 
it,” Kinnan said. “I was very excited and 
quite honestly surprised. I’m very thank-
ful.”

A 2021 graduate, Kinnan was part of 
Student Council, the girls soccer team 
and girls golf team. She also served as 
president of Future Business Leaders of 
America and Yoga Club president.

Outside of school, Kinnan participat-
ed in club soccer, volunteered at Sarpy 
County Teen Court and volunteered 
through Brookside Church.

She plans to attend Fordham Universi-
ty as a business administration major.

O’Neal, Kinnan recognized as National Merit scholars
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The annual Avenue of Flags ceremony was held May 
31 in Gretna’s Peterson Park.

Coordinated by Gretna American Legion Post 216, 
VFW Post 10725, Gretna American Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of the American Legion, the annual Avenue of 
Flags was raised at 7 a.m. The flags were expected to be 
lowered at 7 p.m.

The 10 a.m. ceremony featured the reading of the 
names of the 257 veterans honored with a flag in the 
park.

Seven new flags were added this year. The families 
were invited to join Legion members in raising their 
loved ones flag. The new flags in 2021 honor Harold 
C. Hansen, Robert J. Dietze, Thomas J. Hurst, James F. 
Schram, Ronald W. Dye, Earnest Olsan and Duane D. 
Strong.

Flag Day approaches
Gretna American Legion Post 216 has tentative plans 

for Flag Day, June 14.
Post Commander Loren Foged said he’s hoping to 

open up the backyard at the Legion and invite the com-
munity to bring old, torn or otherwise no longer service-
able flags for a retirement ceremony.  Flags will be re-
tired, destroyed and burned the way it’s supposed to be 
done. More details to come.

Memorial Day ceremony sees 7 added to Avenue of Flags
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Many gathered in Peterson Park on May 31 for the annual Avenue of Flags ceremony. The ceremony featured the reading of 
the names of Gretna’s veterans honored with a flag in the park, as well as a gun salute, “Taps” and more.
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Legion and VFW members help the family of Robert J. Dietze raise a flag in his honor during 
May 31’s Avenue of Flags ceremony.
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“Taps” is played among the Avenue of Flags May 31 in Peterson Park.
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LEFT: Larry Cushing, VFW 
Post 10725 Commander, 
addresses the crowd in 
Peterson Park May 31.
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