
Marcus
Zegarowski and

the Jays make
their fifth win
over a Top 25

team look like a
layup. Sports

Collaboration
called key for
health threat
responses

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The U.S. health system isn’t pre-
pared for the kind of massive di-
sasters that the 21st century could
bring, such as pandemics, interna-
tional terrorism, cyberwarfare or
climate change.

A logical first step to address the
issue would be to begin to develop
collaborative, regional projects,
focused on specific areas such as
large-scale trauma, burns and in-
fectious disease outbreaks, two top
U.S. health officials wrote.

To get it done, they said, those
efforts should provide some incen-
tives for hospitals to participate
and find ways to build on pub-
lic-private partnerships.

“We don’t want to scare people,
but we do hope this work can be
taken seriously and plans and ac-
tions will be put into place,” said
Dr. Donald Berwick, president
emeritus and senior fellow with
the Institute for Healthcare Im-
provement and a co-author of the
opinion piece published this month
in the Journal of the American
Medical Association.

The University of Nebraska
Medical Center and clinical part-
ner Nebraska Medicine already
are involved in several such ef-
forts, two of which are mentioned
in the piece as examples of how
such an approach could work.

Rules relaxed, and more kids ingest strong magnets
The WAshingTon PosT

The number of children ingest-
ing rare-earth magnets — pow-
erful tiny balls that are a popular
desk toy and can shred a child’s in-
testines — has skyrocketed in the
three years since courts blocked
the efforts of federal regulators
to force changes to the industry,
which largely holds the power to

regulate itself.
The nation’s poison control cen-

ters were on track to record six
times more magnet ingestions —
totaling nearly 1,600 cases — in
2019 than in 2016, when a federal
court first sided with industry to
lift the Consumer Product Safety
Commission’s four-year ban on the
product. Medical researchers say

the only explanation for the spike
is the return of these unusually
strong magnets to the market af-
ter the court ruling.

Now, with the consumer safety
agency largely sidelined, magnet
industry officials have launched a
new effort to prevent product inju-
ries and deaths through voluntary

Sudanese gang prevention specialist
works to inspire Omaha youths

By AliA Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Six Monroe Middle School boys stop
talking about basketball, homework
and what they’re having for lunch so
they can listen to Galat Toang.

Sitting in a conference room, the
tall 26-year-old reads them a letter he
wrote to the rapper T.I. after hearing
his new album.

“It made me think about life and
being an African American,” Toang
said, reading the letter. “I’ve always
enjoyed your music since coming to

America in 2004 while learning En-
glish.”

One of the boys in the group looks
like Toang, who is from South Sudan.
The boy doesn’t say much during the
30-minute discussion, but he laughs at
jokes and soaks up Toang’s words.

The boy and others like him are
why Toang has his job.

Toang was hired in December by
the Omaha Police Department as a
gang prevention specialist. His goal is
to help Sudanese and other immigrant
groups with struggles they may be
facing.

Like the department’s other three
gang specialists, Toang acts as a role
model to all youths and works to en-
courage kids to take a positive path in
life.

The Police Department has noted a

Galat Toang also shares his
experience with refugees

from elsewhere — ‘they can
see that you’ve walked it’

K A Y L A W O L F / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Gang specialist Galat Toang talks with students last week at Monroe Middle School. “Living in America is not easy” for refugees,
he said. “There are ups and downs.” Toang is one of four gang specialists in the Omaha Police Department.
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Nebraska law
taking effect
in July targets
underage
drinking on
‘pirate party
buses.’ Midlands

MILLENNIALS ESPECIALLY

u.S. has more
jobs, but just as
many working
more than one

The ATlAnTA JournAl-
ConsTiTuTion

ATLANTA — In the predawn,
long before getting to her job as
a Marietta teacher, Emily Willard,
28, hits the gym.

A couple of times a week — as
well as some weekends and school
holidays — she’s at Total Row in
Buckhead, getting a bit of a work-
out, sure, but that’s not why she’s
there. She’s a trainer, leading a
group of early morning rowers in
their huffing and puffing so she
can pick up some extra coin.

“It is nice to have money on the
side,” Willard said.

In Atlanta and nationally, the un-
employment rate is plumbing his-
toric lows. Most people looking for
a job can find one. But for some,
one job isn’t enough.

One thing that hasn’t changed
amid an unprecedented decade
of economic growth: About 5% of
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