
Political activist
Charlie Kirk

brings his young
Republican road
show to Omaha.

Midlands,
Page 3A

County Jail shooting
Man with a gun threatened
officers before shooting and
injuring himself. Midlands, 3A

Medical marijuana
Nebraska supporters take first
step toward 2022 ballot by
filing new language. Page 4A

Weather
High: 74 Low: 53
Partly sunny
Details: 6A

Index
Classifieds...6&7B
Comics............10B
Obituaries....4&5B

Opinion..............7A
Puzzles ............. 9B
TV listings......... 7B

$2.00 * 18 PAGES

A fake Tinder
account led
investigators
to Boswell

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Shortly after Syd-
ney Loofe went missing, her best
friend quickly became an amateur
detective, creating a fake dating
app account that led to identifying
the woman who had last seen her
friend.

Brooklyn McCrystal of Lincoln
told jurors on Monday that she had
created a fake account on Tinder
in hopes of enticing a response
from a woman named “Audrey”
who had arranged a date with
Loofe via the app on Nov. 15, 2017,
the night Loofe disappeared.

Besides her name, and her de-
sire to meet another woman, little
else was then known about Au-
drey, except that she was “32 miles
away” from Lincoln.

“I specifically made an account
to match with her,” McCrystal
said. “I wanted to match with her
so I could find Sydney because I
thought they had her.”

Soon after Sydney Loofe
vanished, her best friend
created a profile to attract
‘Audrey,’ Loofe’s last date

Nebraska starts sending out ballots

By aaron Sanderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska’s 2020 election offi-
cially started on Monday, 36 days
before Election Day, with the mail-
ing of the first wave of early bal-
lots.

The Douglas County Election
Commission mailed out 110,000

early ballots, a single-day record
for the number of ballots mailed.

Monday was the first day that
election officials in Nebraska’s 93
counties could mail absentee bal-
lots to voters.

Douglas County voters have re-
quested more than 155,000 ballots
thus far. The rest of the requested
ballots will be mailed in the com-

ing days, said Brian Kruse, Doug-
las County election commissioner.

Voters have until Oct. 23 to re-
quest a ballot. However, local and
state election officials urged vot-
ers to get their requests in sooner
than that.

“Don’t wait,” Kruse said. “Get
your request in so you’ll have time
to return it.”

Sarpy County election officials,
as of Friday, said they had received
nearly 47,000 early ballot requests

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Trump promises the shipment of millions
of rapid tests to states. Page 6A

U.S. small businesses are slightly more
hopeful about their survival than they
were early in the pandemic. Page 8A

WORLD’S 1 MILLION DEATHS
NOT ENTIRELY IN VAIN

THe aSSociaTed PreSS

The 1 million people around the
world who have lost their lives
to COVID-19 have left us a gift:
Through desperate efforts to save
their lives, scientists now better
understand how to treat and pre-
vent the disease — and millions of
others may survive.

Ming Wang, 71, and his wife
were on a cruise from Austra-
lia, taking a break after decades
of running the family’s Chinese
restaurant in Papillion when he
was infected. In the 74 days he
was hospitalized before his death
in June, doctors frantically tried
various experimental approaches,
including enrolling him in a study
of an antiviral drug that ultimately
showed promise.

“It was just touch and go. Every-
thing they wanted to try we said
yes, do it,” said Wang’s daughter,

COVID patients benefit
from treatments tried on
those who died, including
Papillion restaurant owner

L U WA N G

Ming Wang in Sydney, Australia, in March. The owner of Ming’s Restaurant in Papillion was sickened while on that trip with his wife. Nebraska Medical
Center doctors treating Wang tried various experimental approaches, including enrolling him in a study of a drug that ultimately showed promise.
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What the roster
may look like,
storylines to
watch and more
as NU prepares
to kick off the
season. Sports

ENDING ON A HIGH NOTE

Omaha Gives,
after eight years,
shifts its work to
SHARE Omaha

By BeTSie freeman

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Gives, the one-day char-
itable extravaganza launched in
2013, is no more.

That might sound sad, but it’s
not, said Kali Baker of the Oma-
ha Community Foundation, which
founded the popular day of giving
that raised more than $58 million
for Omaha nonprofits over eight
years.

It will be supplanted by a sin-
gle-destination website managed
by SHARE Omaha that will allow
both local residents and people
across the nation to support non-
profit organizations in the metro-
politan area every day. The two
groups announced the change
Tuesday morning.

The move will lead to substantial-
ly more interaction between area
nonprofits and residents, said Bak-
er, the Omaha Community Founda-
tion‘s vice president of community
investment, and Marjorie Maas,
executive director of SHARE Oma-
ha. It allows both groups to focus
on what they do best.

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 44,578 472
Iowa 87,001 1,321
U.S. 7,147,241 205,031

*As of 8 p.m. Monday
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Every Nebraska county has at least one ballot drop box; Douglas County has
13. This one is outside Charles B. Washington Library at 2868 Ames Ave.

Douglas County mails 110,000, a one-day record; ballot
requests due by Oct. 23; election official says, ‘Don’t wait’

See Voting: Page 4

A N N E P E T E R S O N

Ming Wang in 2016 with his wife, Lu Wang, and daughter Anne Peterson. “If what we
and he went through would help future patients, that’s what we want,” Peterson said.

See Omaha Gives: Page 2


