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VOTE TO BE IN MAY

Methodists
forge proposal
to separate
over gay issues

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
United Methodist Church leaders
from around the world and across
ideological divides unveiled a plan
Friday for a new conservative de-
nomination that would split from
the rest of the church in an at-
tempt to resolve a years-long dis-
pute over gay marriage and gay
clergy.

Members of the 13-million-per-
son denomination have been at
odds for years over the issue, with
members in the United States
leading the call for full inclusion
for LGBTQ people.

At a specially called meeting
last February in St. Louis, dele-
gates voted 438-384 for a proposal
called the Traditional Plan, which
affirmed bans on LGBTQ-inclusive
practices. A majority of U.S.-based
delegates opposed the plan, but
they were outvoted by U.S. conser-
vatives teamed with most of the
delegates from Methodist strong-
holds in Africa and the Philippines.

Methodists in favor of allow-
ing gay clergy and gay marriage
vowed to continue fighting. Mean-

Holidays in King Lake extra special
this year after devastating floods

By Erin Duffy
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Trish and Salvador Duran host-
ed Christmas this year for their
extended family, an act of hospi-
tality that once seemed impossible
after almost 4 feet of floodwater
swept into their house in King
Lake in March.

“They don’t expect perfection,”
Trish Duran said as she looked
around her nearly finished home.

She dug out their little Christ-
mas tree. The Elf on a Shelf was
lost in the flood; good riddance, she
said. Their two kids knew that this
year, more than ever, Christmas
was about more than presents.

“It’s not going to be about the

Festivities aren’t perfect,
but more than ever, ‘it’s not
going to be about the stuff’
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Washington’s
two-year career
at NU officially
ends with his
dismissal. Sports
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As a nod to their time living in an RV after the flood, the Bonacci family bought a
camper-shaped ornament. At top, Salvador Duran holds daughter Gabby, 9. The Durans
were displaced for months, living out of a camper in their yard. This Christmas was “just
about the family, and spending time and appreciating (each other),” Gabby said. See King Lake: Page 2
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Friday that
he ordered the drone strike that
killed Iran’s top military leader
to prevent future attacks against
Americans.

“We caught him in the act and
terminated him,” Trump said,
adding that “we take comfort
in knowing his reign of terror is

over.”
Trump rejected concerns that

his decision to kill Gen. Qassem
Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite
Quds Force, would draw the U.S.
into a wider conflict in the Middle
East.

“We took action last night to
stop a war,” he said. “We did not
take action to start a war.”

Tehran vowed “harsh retalia-

tion” for the attack, and a Pen-
tagon official said at least 3,000
more Army troops were heading
to the Middle East.

U.S. officials offered few de-
tails of what they said was a plot
by Soleimani to kill American sol-
diers and diplomats. The mention
of diplomats seemed to suggest
that targets included an Ameri-
can embassy — possibly the one
in Baghdad that was stormed by
pro-Iran militias this week.

“There was an imminent at-
tack,” Secretary of State Michael

Pompeo said on Fox News. “What
was sitting before us was his trav-
els throughout the region and
his efforts to make a significant
strike against Americans. There
would have been many Muslims
killed as well — Iraqis, people in
other countries as well.”

Trump: Strike was ordered ‘to stop a war’
Pentagon official says at least 3,000 troops are headed
to Middle East as Iran vows ‘harsh retaliation’ for attack

STRATCOM

Staff on lookout
for threats from
‘battle deck’ in
new building

By sTEvE LiEwEr
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Just in time to cope with in-
creased tensions with North Korea
and Iran, U.S. Strategic Command
is warily watching the world from
a new bunker.

Last month, with zero fanfare,
StratCom moved its battle-watch
staff from the old hilltop head-
quarters building at Offutt Air
Force Base — where teams have
operated continuously since 1957
— into the brand-new $1.3 billion
command-and-control facility
about 500 yards away.

“It’s all come to life,” said Vice
Adm. David Kriete, StratCom’s
deputy commander, who super-
vised the move. “The first eve-
ning, we had one of our nuclear
command-and-control exercises.
We’ve been off and running ever
since.”

MIDLANDS REACTIONS
Scholars express concern about
long-term repercussions, while
Nebraska’s all-GOP lawmakers say
action was necessary. Page 5A

See Iran: Page 5

See Methodist: Page 2

See StratCom: Page 2
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