
INCENTIVE TO GIVE BLOOD

Test could
show donors
if they’ve
been infected

By Erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

For a limited time, the American
Red Cross will test all donations
of blood, platelets and plasma for
coronavirus antibodies that could
show donors whether they have
been infected with the virus.

The free antibody testing start-
ed Monday and is being conducted
nationwide, including in Nebraska
and Iowa, as the Red Cross tries to
build up its blood supply. Elective
surgeries that may require donat-
ed blood are resuming after being
put on hold, and many blood drives
were canceled as the coronavirus
pandemic hit.

“As an organization dedicated
to helping others, the Red Cross is
pleased to provide more informa-
tion about COVID-19 to our valued
donors,” said Dr. Erin Goodhue,
the executive medical director of
direct patient care with Red Cross
Biomedical Services. “If you are
feeling healthy and well, please
schedule an appointment to not
only help save lives but also learn
about your potential exposure to
COVID-19.”

Antibody testing involves a
blood-based test designed to detect
the proteins that the immune sys-
tem makes to fight off infections.
Emerging evidence indicates that
most people make antibodies in re-
sponse to COVID-19. The Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center,
in partnership with a testing com-
pany, recently tested hundreds of
Omaha firefighters for the corona-
virus and antibodies.

It is not the same thing as testing
for a current or active COVID-19
infection — that typically involves
a swab up the nose. Do not show up
to a blood donation site if you are
sick or suspect you have a current
case of COVID-19.

In other diseases, the presence
of antibodies indicates that people

Red Cross tests all samples
of blood, platelets, plasma
for antibodies produced by
most people with virus

11-Worth protests took a toll,
owners say, and it won’t reopen

By rick rugglEs
anD kElsEy stEwart
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11-Worth Cafe, a staple of down-
home breakfasts and lunches for
decades, has closed and has no
plans to reopen.

The cafe at 2419 Leavenworth
St. near downtown Omaha faced
protests over the weekend that
drew a police response. By Mon-
day, a handwritten “closed” sign
appeared inside the door. And on
Wednesday, the ownership family
made it official.

The owners, the Caniglia family,
said they had received threats via
social media and had to call police
twice to their family homes. In ad-
dition, they said, the noisy protests
outside the cafe on Saturday and
Sunday took a toll.

“Our customers and staff are
of the utmost importance to our
family,” the letter said. “The ver-
bal abuse, taunting and having to
be escorted to and from their cars
by police and security officers for
their safety for two straight days

He urges wearing them but tells local entities they won’t
get relief money if they require masks in public buildings

HOT DAYS MAY GET THE BOOT

Kaleb Harder, 10, of Fremont takes aim during a soccer training session as the sun beats down on Leavenworth Park in

Omaha on Wednesday. From June 1 through June 15 — when temperatures reached into the 90s every day but two — Omaha

recorded its second-highest average high since records have been kept. But cooler weather could be in store for the second

half of the month. Highs should be in the 80s through Saturday, and a storm system is expected to move in today, producing

rainfall totals into Friday of 1.5 to 2 inches. Story in Midlands, Page 3A.

Ricketts sends mixed messages on masks

By Paul HammEl

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — At his regular
coronavirus press conferences,
Gov. Pete Ricketts makes a point
of urging Nebraskans to wear a
mask when they go to a store.

But when it comes to the state’s
93 courthouses and other local

government offices, he doesn’t
want local officials to require
masks. In fact, he’s told local
governments that they won’t re-
ceive any of the $100 million in
federal COVID-19 money if their
“customers” are required to wear
masks.

“The governor encourages peo-
ple to wear a mask,” according to

his spokesman Taylor Gage, “but
does not believe that failure to
wear a mask should be the basis
for denying taxpayers’ services.”

The no-mask mandate has been
poorly received in some corners
of the state, with officials criti-
cizing the loss of local control. It
also runs counter to the advice of
public health officials, who have
stressed the importance of wear-
ing masks.

In Lincoln, the state’s sec-
ond-largest city, officials were

preparing to require all visitors
to wear masks when entering
the County-City Building. But
the draft rules were promptly
dropped when officials were in-
formed that Lancaster County
wouldn’t receive CARES Act mon-
ey if it instituted a mask require-
ment.

Deb Schorr, a longtime Lan-
caster County Board member and
past president of the Nebraska
Association of County Officials,
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With safety measures in place, Junkstock is back this weekend. Page 2A

Patients with other health problems 12 times more likely to die of virus. Page 7A
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Play ball! youth baseball, softball games will begin today. Sports

Janicek still won’t go
Senate hopeful bucks Dem

leaders as new allegations of
offensive comments emerge.

Midlands, Page 3A
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Time of change comes for aunt
Jemima and uncle Ben’s brands

tHE cHicago triBunE

CHICAGO — The Aunt Jemima
brand, which has been on syrup
and other products for more than
130 years, is being retired.

Chicago-based Quaker Oats
Co., a unit of PepsiCo, announced
Wednesday that it will first remove
the image from its packaging, with
plans to change the name at a lat-
er date. The company said it made
the decision as it took a “hard look”
at the brands in its portfolio.

“We recognize Aunt Jemima’s
origins are based on a racial

stereotype,” Kristin Kroepfl, vice
president and chief marketing of-
ficer of Quaker Foods North Amer-
ica, said in a press release. “While
work has been done over the years
to update the brand in a manner
intended to be appropriate and re-
spectful, we realize those changes

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 17,226 234
Iowa 24,460 675
U.S. 2,161,593 117,694

*As of 8 p.m. Wednesday

See Antibody: Page 2
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The Atlanta officer who fatally shot
a black man outside a fast-food
restaurant will be charged. Page 7A
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