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DEMOCRATS

Convention is
in Milwaukee,
Nebraskans’
hotel is not

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Nebraska
delegates to next summer’s Demo-
cratic National Convention in Mil-
waukee can expect quite the daily
commute.

They’re staying in a suburban
Chicago hotel.

The party recently released the
state-by-state hotel assignments
for the July 13-16 gathering where
Democrats will nominate their
challenger to President Donald
Trump.

With only so many hotel rooms
to go around in Milwaukee itself
— and a number of those presum-
ably reserved for major campaign
donors — officials opted to house
many of the state delegations
across the border in Illinois.

Attending a national convention
is a unique experience, of course,
regardless of where delegates lay
their heads at night.

“We’re going to make the best
of it,” Nebraska Democratic Par-
ty Chair Jane Kleeb told The
World-Herald. “If it’s your first
convention, you’re just thrilled to
physically be there.”

Iowa Democrats landed much
more convenient lodging — the
Hilton Garden Inn at Milwaukee’s
Mitchell International Airport,

For July 2020 gathering,
the state’s delegation will
have a 1½-hour commute
from a Chicago suburb

Judge took zigs and zags to bench,
then helped kids amid ups and downs

The day before
his retirement,
Douglas County
Juvenile Court
Judge Doug John-
son got to witness
something beauti-
ful, something hap-
py and something
deeply affirming
about his 26 years

on the bench. He got to preside
over an adoption.

“The little ones are so lucky to
have consistent love and care,”
the 65-year-old told Anthony and
Jeanna Thomas, who had come to
Courtroom 1 to make official what
had been a de facto arrangement.

The couple had been caring for
great-niece Realynn, 8½, and her
little brother Maxxden, 4, almost
all of the children’s young lives.
The children’s mother died two
years ago, and it was time to step
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NO CLASSIFIED INFO

Comey rapped
for handling of
memos, won’t
be prosecuted

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former
FBI Director James Comey violat-
ed FBI policies in his handling of
memos documenting private con-
versations with President Donald
Trump, the Justice Department’s
inspector general said Thursday.

The watchdog office said Comey
broke bureau rules by giving one
memo containing unclassified in-
formation to a friend with instruc-
tions to share the contents with a
reporter. Comey also failed to noti-
fy the FBI after Trump dismissed
him in May 2017 that he had kept
some of the memos in a safe at
home, the report says.

“By not safeguarding sensitive
information obtained during the
course of his FBI employment,
and by using it to create public
pressure for official action, Comey
set a dangerous example for the
over 35,000 current FBI employ-
ees — and the many thousands

See Comey: Page 4
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B r E N d A N s u L L i V A N / W O r L d - H E r A L d

Douglas County Juvenile Court Judge Doug Johnson retired Thursday after 26 years
on the bench. The day before, he presided over an adoption hearing, at top, and gave
stuffed animals to Realynn Thomas, 8, and Maxxden Thomas, 4, to celebrate their
adoption by and Anthony Thomas, left, and Jeanna Thomas, right.See Grace: Page 2
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By Julie Anderson
And reece ristAu

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Nebraska Medicine now plans
to establish a psychiatric emer-
gency center on its Omaha cam-
pus, rather than in Sarpy County.

The health system’s board of

directors approved the project in
concept Monday, with the goal of
opening next spring or summer,
said Dr. Howard Liu, chairman
of psychiatry at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.

In early June, the health sys-
tem confirmed that it was in “very
preliminary” discussions with

Sarpy County officials about add-
ing such a facility to its Bellevue
campus. Officials also said at the
time that they were considering
a similar facility at the Nebraska
Medical Center in Omaha.

But Liu said this week that dis-
cussions with the Sarpy group
ended a couple of months ago. A
planning group including lead-
ers in psychiatry and emergen-
cy medicine determined that
the health system, given limited

resources, should focus first on
Douglas County with its great-
er volume of patients. They also
received feedback from and had
discussions with other behavioral
health partners in the community.

“It wasn’t just an impulsive de-
cision,” Liu said. “We looked at
the data to say, ‘Where is the vol-
ume?’ ”

Not so fast, Sarpy County lead-

Mental health center planned for Omaha, not sarpy
Nebraska Medicine hopes to open crisis center at its
midtown campus in 2020; sarpy leaders express surprise

See Mental health: Page 6
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