
August 14, 2019  •  Volume 9  •  Number 33 $2.00

MILESTONE FOR BILLY McGUIGAN A4

CONTACT US 
News 402-505-3620  
Delivery 402-733-7500  
Advertising 402-444-1248

CHECK IT OUT @BELLEVUELEADER.COM 
www.facebook.com/bellevueleader or on Twitter @bellevueleader

By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

It’s Arrows to Aerospace time once again.
The three-day civic celebration kicks off Thursday 

with a special event at the Bellevue Public Library 
and concludes Saturday with numerous events at 
Washington Park.

The highlight of the weekend is Saturday’s 10 a.m. 
parade along Mission Avenue, but Lupe Mier, presi-
dent of A to A sponsor Bellevue-Offutt Kiwanis, said 
there is more to A to A than the parade.

New to this year’s event is Thursday’s 6:30 p.m. 
appearance of Nebraska Poet Laureate Matt Mason 
and fellow Nebraska writers Fernando Montejano 
and Clif Mason at the library.

Julie Dinville, Bellevue’s library director, said the 
poets will read excerpts of their work and take ques-
tions about their writing from those in attendance.

On Thursday, the Mission 150 celebration will be 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Bellevue Volunteer Firefighters
Hall at Franklin Street and 21st Avenue. 
The event recognizes Bellevue’s first school and

there will be a social/mixer with a $10 cover charge 
with a cash bar and historic displays of the school.

On Friday, the traditional senior luncheon and 
bingo game will be held at the Bellevue Senior Center 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“This is something that we’ve been doing as far 
as I know for the past 30 years,” Mier said. “We’ve 
always provided a meal for the senior center.”

On Saturday at Washington Park, the Pancake 
Man will be serving up flapjacks from 8 to 11 a.m.
The cost is $6 for adults and $4 for children 10 and 
under.

Another returning event Mier said is Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony conducted by VFW Post 10785 from
noon to 12:15 p.m. at Washington Park.

Also Saturday is the ninth annual Families of the 
Fallen Walk and Families of the Fallen Gathering and 
Dinner. Gold Star families will march in the parade 
and flag presentations will be made at 12:15 p.m. at
Washington Park. There will be a ceremony and din-
ner later in the afternoon at Bellevue Christian Cen-
ter, 1400 Harvell Drive.

As part of the A to A celebration, the Bellevue Lit-
tle Theatre invites the public to attend a presentation 
of “Bellevue’s Got Talent” on Saturday at 2:30 pm.

Olde Towne streets will likely be more congested 
than normal this year as Bellevue’s other annual civic 
event, RiverFest, is staged at American Heroes Park 
at the east end of Mission Avenue.

RiverFest was originally scheduled for late June, 
but flooding prompted its postponement. It was
moved to the same weekend as A to A because it was 
the only available date for the carnival company.

For a full schedule of events going on at Arrows to 
Aerospace refer to the pullout in this paper.

More on the Mission 150 celebration and Fam-
ilies of the Fallen events can be found on Page 2.

Parade highlights annual A to A event
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Curbside delivery of candy is sure to repeat itself at Saturday’s 
Arrows to Aerospace Parade. The annual event begins at 10 a.m. 
along Mission Avenue.

Party Time in Olde Towne

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

RiverFest is sharing its weekend with an-
other popular Bellevue celebration, but orga-
nizers are still expecting a big turnout.

Festivities for the 17th annual celebration 
will be held at American Heroes Park Friday 
from 5 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. and Saturday from 
7 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. Sunday. There is a $1 ad-
mission fee.

Faith Morrison, interim president of the 
Greater Bellevue Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said she expects between 30,000 and 
40,000 people to attend over the weekend be-
cause a lot of people will be in the area for 
Arrows to Aerospace and the reunion for 
Mission Middle School, which is celebrating 
its 150th year as a school in Bellevue.

“The more activities over the weekend the 
better for everyone having events,” she said.
“It will benefit everyone.”
On Friday, there will be a full carnival, a 

food and craft vendor fair, beer garden, con-

certs and helicopter rides. Music performanc-
es will be Chaos Productions DJ and Photo 
Booth from 5 to 6:30 p.m., Radio Static from 7 
to 9. and Red Delicious from 9:30 to midnight.

Saturday will feature all those as well as 
a car show from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and a bags
tournament from 10 a.m. to noon. Concerts 
will be Blues Agent from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., The 
Personics from 6 to 7:30 p.m., Secret Weapon 
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. and High Heel from 10:15
p.m. to 12:15 a.m.
The traditional fireworks display by Belli-

no Fireworks will go off at 10 p.m.
Missing from this year’s festivities is 

the barbecue contest, which Morrison said 
couldn’t be held because competitors typical-
ly plan a year in advance and flooding this
spring changed the chamber’s plans for Riv-
erFest.

“We hated to have to do it, but we still 
wanted to have an event that was apprecia-
tive of the whole community,” she said.

More information can be found at bellev 
uenebraska.com/contact-information.

Music is center stage as RiverFest
moves to American Heroes Park
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RiverFest is Friday and Saturday at American Heroes Park. The annual event was 
postponed from June due to flooding.

LEFT: Twin Ridge principal Dana 
Martin hugs Brielle Vessels the first 
day of school Thursday.

Photos by Cheyenne Alexis

RIGHT: LeAnne Bugay, left, and 
Emma Gage hand out copies of 
the newspaper and yearbook at 
Bellevue West High School during 
the freshmen students’ first day 
Thursday. Bellevue West’s clubs 
and after school activities had 
booths set up for the incoming 
class of 2023 to choose from.
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BandsÃHelicopter Rides
Beer GardenÃCar ShowÃCarnival
FireworksÃFood & Craft Vendors
American Heros Park l August 16 & 17, 2019

49th Annual

Arrows to Aerospace
Celebration

Saturday, August 17
(in and near Washington Park)

Look inside for the special 4-page section!

Parade Starts
At 10am
(Mission Ave)
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