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By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

A lawyer representing Normandy Hills, 
one of nine sanitary improvement districts 
included in an annexation package before the 
Bellevue City Council, threatened a lawsuit 
during Tuesday’s meeting against the city if 
it annexed the SID.

Dean Jungers said he has been authorized 
by the SID board to file a lawsuit similar to
one filed by Darling International Inc., which
was annexed in June. In court documents, 
Darling alleges its plant north of Normandy 
Hills is “not urban or suburban in character” 
and not contiguous with city limits and there-
fore ineligible for annexation.

Normandy Hills is south of Fairview Road 
east of the Kennedy Freeway.

That case has been combined with a law-
suit filed for the same reasons by FrankKrejci,
who owns property in the area that was an-
nexed in June. If Darling and Krejci win that
case, Jungers said Normandy Hills would not 
be contiguous and therefore ineligible for an-
nexation.
Jungers, who spoke during the first of 10

annexation-related public hearings, asked the 
council to hold off annexing Normandy Hills 
until those lawsuits were resolved.

“It seems to me that the prudent thing to 
do is to table this until such time as the litiga-
tion with the Darling and the Krejci cases are
done and then come back and do it at a later 
time,” he said.
Mayor Rusty Hike said, “We’re confident

that we have every right to do the annexa-
tions that we’ve gone through.” He noted 
Darling’s motion for a temporary injunction
against the annexation was denied by Sarpy 
County District Court Judge Nathan Cox. 
Krejci also had an injunction motion denied.

Hike said the council is aware of the liti-
gation. If the city loses the Normandy case it 
will withdraw ineligible areas from the an-
nexation package, he said.

Cedar View, one of the other SIDs up for 
annexation that is immediately to the south 
of Normandy Hills, would also be ineligible 
under that scenario.

Jungers and residents of Normandy Hills 
also reiterated safety concerns after the SID 
lost an entry point when the state reconstruct-
ed Highway 75/Kennedy Freeway from Fair-
view Road south to Plattsmouth.

The SID now has only one way in and 
out, which Jungers and others said posed a 
significant safety hazard. A new access point
would require a new road, which Jungers es-
timated would cost $3 million.

Hike said the access issue in an inherited 
one for the city and it would assist Normandy 
Hills.
“We will definitely help them,” he said.

“Our own Planning Department would sug-
gest that there be two entrances.”

The nine SID annexations — which in-
clude Sunrise III and IV, Piper’s Glen, Or-
chard Valley, Spring Creek, Kennedy Town 
Center and Colonial Pointe and Lakewood 
Villages, in addition to Normandy Hills and 
Cedar View — would add $490.9 million in
property value and generate almost $3 mil-
lion in property tax revenue, according to city 
documents. The package also includes unin-
corporated lots that would add an additional 
$968,817 of valuation and $5,910 in property
tax revenue.
Eight of the nine SIDs are projected to have

their property tax levy reduced after their 
SID and fire district levies are removed and
replaced by the city tax levy. The annexations 
will add around 5,700 people to the city’s
population.

Residents of other SIDs asked for assur-
ances services such as law enforcement and 
snow removal would be equal to what they 
currently receive.

The annexations will be up for a vote at the 
Oct. 1 meeting.

In other business, the council approved:
• A $1.29 million contract, through the

consent agenda, with K2 Construction for
bridge replacement work on 25th Street over
Whitted Creek, which is south of Capehart 
Road.

• Appointed Robin Armani, Kelly 
Faiman, BJ Stussy and Jim Kresnik to the Park 
Board.
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One Bellevue woman was chosen from more than 4,000
submissions to participate in an all-inclusive runway show in 
New York City.
Toni Furmanski was one of 10 women selected to attend

the DSW Runway Redone fashion show in partnership with 
Create & Cultivate at Industria event venue Sept. 4, hosted by 
model Hunter McGrady.

Furmanski, a Bellevue West High School graduate and am-
putee, said the fashion show was important to her to show-
case women from all backgrounds.

The Tuesday when Furmanski arrived, the women had a 
workshop with McGrady and Kechi Okwuchi, a musician.

“They chatted with us a little bit not only on body positivi-
ty, but their experiences with the fashion industry, their expe-
riences with how they became confident and stay confident,”
Furmanski said.

“It was a lot of fun. I didn’t know what to expect at a fash-
ion show, but I feel it was very relaxed.”

Furmanski was born without a femur bone, and had her 
right foot amputated when she was 13 months old.

Though she once struggled with her disability, Furmanski 
now embraces it and is positive about her experience.

“Now, I’m so comfortable with being an amputee and it 
took a long time,” she said. “That’s one of the things I want 
to push for, is normalizing disabilities and see more people 
who have a disability in media, whether that’s in movies or in 
print, anything, just living an every day life.”

To promote body positivity and talk about her disability, 
Furmanski runs an Instagram page with more than 8,000 fol-
lowers and a lifestyle blog — anneandkathleen.com.
“To me, body positivity isn’t just about feeling good about

yourself, that’s more self love,” she said. “To me, the body 
positivity movement is just talking about respect for people’s
bodies who are different than the norm and what society has 
said is beautiful.

“It’s speaking out and saying that all bodies are beautiful 
no matter what.”

Anne and Kathleen was named after Furmanski’s grand-
mothers, who have always been her biggest inspirations.

“Both of my grandmothers are very strong women — my 
grandma Kathleen is one of my best friends and she grounds 
me and whenever I have issues, I go to her,” she said. “My 
grandma Anne passed away when I was younger, so I don’t 
have as much personal experience, but stories I’ve heard 
about her, she just was strong and did what she needed to do
for her family.”

“I have people in my family who have done strong things 
and it makes me continue to do those things.”

One of the most memorable moments from the fashion 
show was when she and the other participants talked about 
fitting in and participating in a fashion show.

“It was impactful to hear that from different women,” she 
said. “It was an absolutely beautiful experience sitting with 
other winners from different backgrounds.

“It’s something I don’t know if I’ll ever forget.”
Furmanski said the biggest message she hopes to send to 

people who view her blog or social media is kindness.
“No matter if you’re talking about disabilities, body posi-

tivity, if you’re talking about societal standards, I just feel like
people just need to be kind,” she said.

“I may have a disability, but it doesn’t mean I’m doing 
anything different from anyone else. I live a relatively normal 
life, and I think there’s a misconception that somebody who 
has a disability is living life completely different than some-
body who doesn’t.”

Bellevue woman walks 
at inclusive runway show

Toni Furmanski walks the runway at 
the DSW Inclusive Runway Redone 
Show with Create & Cultivate in 
New York City at Industria Sept. 
4. The show was hosted by 
Hunter McGrady to showcase 10 
women from more than 4,000 
submissions. Furmanski was one 
of 10 women to be selected to 
participate.
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First as a parent and then a facul-
ty member, fifth-grade teacher Cindy
Menzel has a lot of history with St. 
Mary’s Catholic School.
Now in her 13th year at St. Mary’s,

Menzel was awarded the Metro Edu-
cator of the Year — Elementary by the 
Archdiocese of Omaha.

Menzel said she was “humbled” to 
receive her award.

“To receive that honor was a huge 
surprise,” Menzel said. “I look around 
this building and every single faculty 
member would be due that honor as 
much or more than I am.”

Menzel said she started to teach 
because she was inspired by many 
teachers in her life, most importantly 
her mother.

“Her whole outlook on education 

was that you never, ever stop learning 
and you never, ever stop having an 
opportunity to share what you learn,” 
she said.

Menzel grew up in Fremont, Neb., 
and attended then-Midland Lutheran 
College, where she majored in elemen-
tary education and minored in special 
education. After her graduation in 
1981, Menzel taught fifth grade for one
year in Columbus, Neb.

She then went back to school at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln to re-
ceive her master’s degree in special 
education with a focus in behavior dis-
orders.

She started to teach in Bellevue 
Public Schools in 1983, and met her
husband, Ted, at Wake Robin Ele-
mentary. Menzel stayed home to care 
for her children until they went to St. 

Menzel is Omaha Archdiocese 
Elementary Educator of the Year
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Cindy Menzel, a fifth grade teacher at St. 
Mary’s Catholic School, was named the Metro 
Educator of the Year — Elementary by the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. She was honored 
Sept. 12 at the 2019 Archbishop’s Dinner for 
Education.See Menzel: Page 2

0000075498-01

AthenA ARMS

NEWLOCATION! 3403 SamsonWay, Bellevue, NE NEWLOCATION!

www.athenafirearms.com

Range&StoreHours:
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 9:00 • Sun10:00 - 6:00

R &St H
25yaRd iNdooRRaNgEwith 10 laNES

Bellevue’s
ShootingRange

25yaRd iNdooRRaNgEwith 10 laNES

g g
nOWOPen


