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2020 CITY BUDGET

Five things
to consider
before public
hearing today

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The public gets its first chance
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday to comment
on Mayor Jean Stothert’s $1.1 bil-
lion budget plan, which proposes
spending $419.6 million in general
funds.

Digging into a billion-dollar bud-
get can be daunting, especially
when one number can decide how
often a local park gets mowed or
which days a neighborhood library
is open.

So let us do some Cliffs Notes
for this week’s public hearing.
Here are five things to watch in the
mayor’s 2020 city budget:

FASTER POLICE RESPONSE
The Omaha Police Department

this fall plans to open its fifth po-
lice precinct in the Elkhorn area.
This change could help policing
citywide, officials say.

Police Chief Todd Schmader-
er said he has spent years hiring
and training police officers with
the idea of improving how the city
responds to crime, from response
times to clearance rates.

The department aims to get to its
authorized strength of 902 sworn
officers by October, the chief told
the City Council last week. That
is up nearly 100 officers in recent
years.

$1.1 billion plan includes
money for Elkhorn police
station, a bit more to patch
potholes, no cuts for parks

Doane courses will cover the growing cannabis industry

By rick ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Doane University plans to of-
fer a three-course online program
this fall on the cannabis industry,
which produces hemp and mari-
juana.

Andrea Holmes, a Doane chem-

istry professor who will help
teach the certificate program, said
the industry is growing rapidly.
There are jobs across the country
for cultivators, technicians, sci-
entists, geneticists, administra-
tors, salespeople, marketers and
advertisers, Holmes said Monday.

“Cannabis has two sides — the

marijuana side and the hemp
side,” said Holmes, co-founder of
a Denver business that removes
the oil from hemp. Holmes’ busi-
ness, Precision Plant Molecules,
refines the oil so that it is THC-
free, meaning that the THC level
is lower than .3%.

THC is the ingredient respon-
sible for the “high” experienced
when cannabis is consumed. Her
business sells the refined extract
to companies that produce tab-

lets, lotions and liquids used for
pain relief and other purposes.

The Doane program will cover
the science of cannabis, health
and wellness aspects of it, cultiva-
tion and processing, regulations,
and professions in the industry.

In May, Nebraska passed a
hemp law under which canna-
bis with a THC level of less than
.3% is legal. Hemp is sometimes
called a “cousin” of marijuana

University in Crete will offer an online program this fall
focusing on fields related to pot and its ‘cousin,’ hemp

Nebraskans go ‘home’ to Germany,
where their family story started

The Steffens-
meiers of Nebras-
ka have a familiar
American story:
A plucky or des-
perate — or both
— ancestor left the
Old Country for a
new life, planting
immigrant roots in
American soil and

making the upward climb.
There were hardships and trag-

edies. There were joys and suc-
cesses. As the generations came
and went, that connection to the
place left behind either weakened
or blended into a family story
about being from fill-in-the-blank.
Ireland, perhaps. Or Bohemia. Or
Poland. Or, in Gene Steffensmei-
er’s case, Germany.

Germany was among the Euro-
pean countries in the late 1800s
sending massive waves of emi-
grants across the Atlantic.

These family stories tend to
start with the ancestor’s arrival to
America and go from there.
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Bluffs officer’s
shooting of man
who held a gun
to woman’s head
was justified,
county attorney
says. Midlands

FOOD WORKER SHORTAGE

Admissions are
on hold at new
veterans home
in Kearney

By MArthA StoddArd

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Hiring difficulties
have forced a temporary halt in
admissions at the new Central Ne-
braska Veterans Home in Kearney.

The action leaves the state-oper-
ated nursing home only two-thirds
full, nearly eight months after it
opened with much fanfare as a re-
placement for the outdated Grand
Island Veterans Home.

State records show that, as
of Aug. 2, the home had 79 beds
empty out of its 225-bed capacity.
There were 185 veterans and vet-
erans’ spouses on a waiting list to
get in.

John Hilgert, director of the
State Department of Veterans
Affairs, said officials “paused”
admissions in July because of
a shortage of cooks and other
food-service workers. He could
not say when admissions would be
reopened.

“There’s a lot of folks that would
like to get in there,” he said. “We’re
not going to sacrifice safety and
quality to do that.”

The Kearney home opened Jan.
16 with about 90 residents relocat-
ed from the Grand Island facility.
New admissions began in March,

s U E M A N D E L

The Steffensmeier farm, top left, in the village of Mantinghausen, Germany, remains in operation and in the family after 400 years. Now it includes
modern additions like solar panels, bottom left. The family name and year the farm was founded are inscribed at right.
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P E g s T E F F E N s M E I E R

Bernard and Gertrud Steffensmeier, seated, emigrated from Germany to the United
States in 1871. They settled in northeast Nebraska and had 10 children, seven pictured.
Son Joseph Steffensmeier, back row, second from left, was the grandfather of car dealer
Gene Steffensmeier of Fremont. See Grace: Page 5
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