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Sarpy budget prioritizes jail, mental health center, roads

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Leaders in Sarpy County often
name three major projects when
discussing the fast-growing area’s
future: a new jail, a mental health
center and roads that adequately
serve the population.

All three subjects are among
the priorities of the county’s $176
million 2020 budget proposal.

If approved, the budget would
keep the property tax rate at 29.69
cents per $100 of valuation, which
would produce an expected $49.8
million. That figure would account
for 28% of the total budget.

Under that rate, which has re-
mained steady since 2002, the
owner of a $200,000 home pays
$593.80 a year in county property
taxes.

Highlights of the proposed bud-
get:

INCREASED FUNDS FOR
ROADS PROJECTS

At $22.9 million, the county’s
proposed roads budget is sev-
eral million dollars higher than

the amounts budgeted in recent
years, which generally fell be-
tween $14 million to $16 million.

County officials say the in-
crease reflects a focus on improv-
ing the area’s 1,365 lane miles.

$176 million proposal includes spending for 54 street
projects while holding property tax rate steady in 2020

MUTUAL BANK SALE’S EFFECT
ON JOBS HERE IS UNCLEAR

By HenRy J. coRdes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The sale of Mutual of Omaha’s
fast-growing bank operations to
New York-based CIT Group does
not necessarily mean bad news for
the bank’s 189 Nebraska employ-
ees, Mutual’s CEO said Tuesday.

But James Blackledge said he
can’t make any guarantees.

In his conversations with CIT’s
top executive, Blackledge said, she
seemed appreciative of the talent
already in place here, as well as
the low costs and potential in “a
great operational place like Ne-
braska.” He said he thinks Omah-
ans ultimately will be happy to see
that the existing employee base in
Omaha “will be an important part
of CIT moving forward.”

“We would hope that CIT would
see the same great things we see
in Omaha and would want to grow
that workforce,” Blackledge said
in an interview.

At the same time, Mutual’s CEO
said the $1 billion transaction will
give his company much-needed

Mutual of Omaha’s CEO foresees ‘great opportunities’ for bank’s 189
Nebraska employees after CIT takes over but ‘can’t guarantee anything’
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SHOOTINGS BOOST SALES

growth in a
‘morbid niche’:
Bulletproof
items for kids

tHe WasHington Post

The bulletproof panels are
designed to withstand multiple
rounds from a handgun — and two
of this season’s bestsellers are em-
blazoned with Disney princesses
and Avengers superheroes.

“Here’s our demographic: par-
ents with kids,” said Steve Nare-
more, founder of TuffyPacks, a
Houston-based company that sells
bulletproof backpack inserts. “It’s
a real morbid niche.”

And a growing one: Sales have
increased every year since 2016.
Some American consumers, acting
on their fears of mass shootings
at schools, are buying bulletproof
backpacks, clipboards, even three-
ring binder inserts.

Retailers across the country say
they have seen growing demand
for bullet-resistant products for
children — as well as for doctors,
teachers, flight attendants and taxi
drivers — giving rise to an indus-
try of ballistic goods for everyday
Americans, though there is little
evidence that the products are

PUBLIC HEARINGS IN OMAHA
Council hears from residents about
the trash contract and the number
of housing inspectors. Page 2A

See Sarpy: Page 2

See Backpacks: Page 3

EPSTEIN’S ‘CO-CONSPIRATORS’
Sasse to Barr: Scrap “crooked deal”
with prosecutors from ’08. Page 4A

Sasse’s book
royalties were
3 times his
salary in ’18

By JosePH MoRton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — The two
books Sen. Ben Sasse has writ-
ten in office are paying off for
him. The Nebraska Republican
received $601,276 in royalties, ac-
cording to his 2018 annual financial
disclosure report filed Tuesday.

That’s more than three times the
$174,000 annual salary that Sasse
receives as a U.S. senator.

It’s an eye-catch-
ing figure that’s
sure to give new
life to complaints
from critics who
say that Sasse is
more focused on
his writing career
than his day job
representing Ne-

braska.
Sasse was first elected in 2014

and recently announced that he
will seek a second term in 2020.

Nebraska Democratic Party
Chair Jane Kleeb noted the six-fig-
ure salary senators already re-
ceive.

“Instead of making sure that the
trade wars end and that we actu-
ally make health insurance more
affordable for families, he’s busy
traipsing around the country mak-
ing over half a million dollars on
his book,” Kleeb said.

Sasse has been the subject of
such criticisms previously. Af-
ter his first book was published,
spokesman James Wegmann de-
fended Sasse’s record and called
such complaints silly and partisan.

In a statement Tuesday, Weg-
mann said “Sasse has written from
4 to 7 a.m. daily for twenty years,
and his writing on raising kids and

State dem chair faults
senator’s focus on writing
career; his aide has called
such complaints partisan

K E N T S I E V E R S / T H E W O R L d - H E R A L d

Mutual of Omaha CEO James Blackledge said the $1 billion transaction will give his
company much-needed capital to continue to expand its core insurance operations in
Omaha. He said the bank, launched in 2007, “has been a tremendous success story.” See Mutual: Page 2

Ben Sasse

See Sasse: Page 3

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L d - H E R A L d

Mutual of Omaha Bank moved its headquarters to the Landmark building downtown in the fall of 2018. The company leases all of its bank buildings.

0000063662-02


