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By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

If Bellevue voters were hoping for a more 
business-like approach to city government 
when they elected Mayor Rusty Hike last 
November, the early signs are they’re not 
likely to be disappointed.

Hike and Jim Ristow, Bellevue’s recently 
confirmed city administrator, told the Bel-
levue Leader in a joint interview last week 
they are busily reshaping city government 
to empower department heads, reward pro-
ductive employees, set achievable priorities 
and build a closer working relationship with 
the Greater Bellevue Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

They said the reinstatement of Police 
Chief Mark Elbert after a year-long investi-
gation into charges he engaged in deceptive 
behavior, is under review, fueled by con-
cerns that details of the investigation were 
kept from council members and therefore 
did not meet transparency standards.

A list of priorities has been drawn up, 
they said, which will include the reconstruc-
tion and widening of 36th Street from Corn-
husker Road south to Platteview Road, an 
annexation package that could add as many 
as eight subdivisions and 10,000 residents to 
the city during the next four years, an ener-
getic push to buy options on 5,000 develop-
able acres south of Offutt Air Force Base and 
talks with the state to ensure that internet 
sales tax revenue from purchases made by 
Bellevue residents with Omaha or Papillion 

ZIP codes are sent to Bellevue.
They plan to avoid increasing the city’s 

sales tax or imposing a restaurant tax, while 
effectively boosting revenues through cost 
savings, enhancing property tax revenue 
through annexation and fully capturing on-
line sales taxes.

“Money is a driving issue, so we are ask-
ing what are the most important things for 
us to do that will in turn have the greatest 
return to our city and our taxpayers,” Ris-
tow said. “Take 36th Street. We’ve been 
kicking this around for probably 20 years, 
but expanding and growing that corridor 
will afford us great retail and commercial 
opportunities.”

Establishing priorities is critical, Ristow 
said, in government as in the private sector 
where, until Dec. 28, he led Bellevue’s cham-
ber of commerce.

“You pick your priorities, and you do 
them well,” he said. “Instead, I think we’ve 
had a case of, ‘We’re working on A but that’s 
too expensive so we’ll do three Ds,’ which 
are lower priorities, which ends up delaying 
the A projects a year or two.

“We have to make a commitment that 
we’re going to do these things.”

Hike said the city should adopt practices 
common in the private sector, where he has 
long worked as a real estate broker.

“In my world, when an employee does a 
good job you praise them and when they’re 
not getting their job done you try to mentor 
them so that they can get their job done,” 
Hike said. “There’s going to be times when 
they can’t do their job, and you have to deal 
with that. But there is nothing in (the city’s) 
system that has done that, which totally 
floors me.

“Jim’s going to work on that, and we’re 
going to get the employees involved and 
feeling that they’re a part of the city.”

Hike and Ristow said the reconstruction 
of 36th Street, which has been an approved 
project since 2006, is a major priority because 
it is one of Bellevue’s few north-south corri-
dors and is likely to spur retail and commer-
cial development. Ristow compared the re-
construction to the extension of 72nd Street 
south of Cornhusker Road, which brought a 
retail explosion to the City of Papillion.

“That’s why 36th Street is a priority,” Ri-
stow said. “We’re giving people a great cor-
ridor (Capehart Road) to shop outside our 
city. You open up the lanes on 36th Street, 
and make it much more convenient for 
egress, it will create a retail boom.”

And, Ristow said, the sooner the better, 
since developers will not build retail space 
in an area beset by construction obstacles.

“They will sit on the sidelines and wait 

Hike, Ristow foresee busy, 
productive mayoral term
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Bellevue City Administrator Jim Ristow, left, and Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike say a business-like approach to city government will bode well for Bellevue.

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

A Bellevue VFW post is re-
covering from a Jan. 4 burglary 
that robbed it of funds needed 
to pay employees and provide 
scholarships to students at Bel-
levue West and Bellevue East 
high schools.

As of Monday, a GoFundMe 
campaign saw 118 people do-
nate $5,100 in eight days, which 
is approaching the money need-
ed to replace the amount lost, 
estimated by a post official at a
cash value of $7,000.

VFW Bernard Brosnihan Post 
10727, which sits at the bottom 
of Gilmore Lake Road near the 
intersection of 25th Street and 
Cornhusker Road, has long been 
a source of recreation for mil-
itary veterans, many of them 
from residents of the Eastern 
Nebraska Veterans Home on 
Capehart Road who visit the lo-
cation to fish in the post’s pond.

Paul Weilandt, adjutant for 
the VFW post and assistant 
manager of its building, said the 
post faces a $2,500 insurance de-
ductible to replace the gaming 
and arcade machines and must 
install expensive new security 
equipment.

He estimated the cash value 
of the total loss at $7,000, includ-
ing the direct theft of cash worth 
$5,000.

Weilandt said sheriff investi-
gators are in daily contact with 
him and took many images of 
foot and hand prints, although 
he has not been notified of any
pending arrests.

Capt. Kevin Griger, of the 
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office,
said a thief broke into the post 
building at about 2:30 a.m., ap-
parently through a window. 
Griger said the thief disabled all 
but one security camera by cut-
ting wires outside the building 
and then breaking gaming and 
arcade machines to steal their 
cash and also stealing a small 
safe.

Some footage was captured, 
Griger said, though its quality is 
poor.

Griger said no arrests have 
yet been made.

The GoFundMe page can be 
found at gofundme.com/rais-
ing-funds-after-robbery.

Fundraiser 
eases pain 
for burgled 
VFW post

By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

From a young age, 13-year-old Madi 
DeMeo has been dedicated to raising 
money and giving back to the commu-
nity.

An eighth-grader at Mission Middle 
School, Madi has raised money since 
she was 7 to donate to the Bellevue Food 
Pantry and other organizations.

For 2018, Madi decided to expand her 
fundraising and donate to food banks 
and the Alzheimer’s Association.

“I always wanted to help out,” Madi 
said. “The first year I started doing this,
I figured the food pantry was a good
cause to help out with, and this year, we 
have a family friend who had a dad who 
passed away from Alzheimer’s, so that’s 
what inspired me to donate to them.”

Pam Parker, a family friend whose fa-
ther, Joe Wellman, passed away in 2017 
after being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
in 2012, said she admires Madi’s passion 
for giving back.

“She just felt in her heart to challenge 
people and donate to the Alzheimer’s 

Association,” Parker said.
Madi and her family visited and 

spent time with Wellman until his death, 
which helped Madi learn more about the 
disease, Parker said.

When she was younger, Madi would 
sell her Halloween candy to buy food for 
the food pantry and once participated in 
adopting a family for Christmas.

“Now, it’s all through family and 
friends, local businesses and the Face-
book page we made,” Madi said. “It’s 
still our annual thing during Halloween 
time.”

Through her Facebook page, Madi’s 
Annual Bellevue Food Pantry Fundrais-
er, she posts videos and lets followers 
know how much money she raised and 
how much is donated to organizations.

Starting out with a set goal each year, 
Madi’s mom, Lori, said there’s usually 
leftover money.

“She usually has a goal that she sets, 
and then anything over the goal, she 
puts toward something else like a chari-
ty event,” Lori said.

Madi raised $2,300 in 2018 — the 
largest amount she’s raised — to donate 

more than $1,300 to the food pantry and 
$1,000 to the Alzheimer’s Association.

“It’s always exciting knowing our 
grand total — it makes me happy,” she 
said.

Madi’s dad, Brian, said he’s grateful 
for how big her fundraising efforts have 
become over the years.

“I don’t think she’d be where she is 
now without the help of her friends, 
family and local businesses,” he said. 
“She always exceeded her goal.”

Parker said Madi will join Team Joe 
and participate in the Alzheimer’s Walk 
in September, and also help model 
dresses at the Ultra Chic Boutique and 
Max I. Walker dress donation event Feb. 
2 to benefit the association.

“I’m excited to see her jump in,” 
Parker said. “She has a wonderful heart 
and always does well for others.

Madi said she has no plans to stop 
fundraising for good causes.

“I like helping out with people and I 
know it’s a good cause and makes peo-
ple happy, and that makes me happy 
knowing that,” she said. “I plan to keep 
doing this for as long as I can.”

Madi continues work of giving back
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Madi DeMeo, 13, donates $1,000 to the 
Alzheimer’s Association on Dec. 27. Madi, an 
eighth-grader at Mission Middle School, began 
raising funds six years ago to support local 
food banks and other charitable organizations. 
In 2018, Madi raised $2,300 to donate to the 
local food bank and Alzheimer’s Association.

“We’re going to get the 
employees involved and feeling 
that they’re a part of the city.”

Mayor Rusty Hike
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