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By Rachel George
Editor

Gretna High School students clinched their 26th state title Fri-
day at the Nebraska School Activities Association Play Production 
Championships.

GHS was named Class A state champion for its One-Act produc-
tion of “Bullets Over Broadway,” a comedy that follows the story 
of a young playwright whose first Broadway play is financed by a
gangster. The plot is based on Woody Allen and Douglas McGrath’s 
film of the same name.

Also at the state competition, Jerimiah Merriman, Chloe Irwin 
and Timothy Huber were recognized for outstanding performance. 
Irwin was named Overall Outstanding Female Performer.

“We’re feeling so happy; it was really so fun,” said Carole Carra-
her, longtime Oct-Act director at GHS. “Our kids were so perfect on 
stage. The audience loved them so much; they got such big laughs. 
Everything just clicked. It couldn’t have been better.”

Students hosted two performances in late November and early 
December for the Gretna community, before heading to the A-2 Dis-
trict tournament earlier this month.

Including this year’s win, GHS has earned 26 state tiles for its 
One-Act production, with back-to-back wins since its move to the 
District A competition in 2008. The program earned consecutive 
championships in the B division from 2002 to 2007, among others 
in the past.

“We just feel so proud because there’s a part of the judging that 
is subjective,” Carraher said. “We’re so grateful to our judges for 
remaining honest and still choosing us.

“I believe that our kids’ acting year after year continues to out-
shine the other schools. Our kids characterization is so strong. I’ll 
put it up against anyone. We loved every single minute of it. I’m so 
happy for those kids.”

GHS named Class A 
champions in Play Production
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Chloe Irwin in pink, TJ Huber in black/red, Jeremiah Merriman sitting at the table. All three were recognized 
for outstanding performance at the state competition with Irwin earning Overall Outstanding Female Performer.
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A large crowd watches Gretna High School’s first community performance of their One Act play Nov. 24 in the GHS Theater.

Winning 
streak

By Rachel George
Editor

Walking into a Gretna High School 
classroom looks different than it did just 
a few years ago.

As students sit down, they pull out 
pens and notebooks, typical classroom 
supplies. Now, personal laptops have be-
come part of the norm at GHS, where the 
1:1 technology program was implement-
ed last year.

About 1,400 MacBook Air laptops 
were purchased in 2018, and each Gret-
na High School student received one at 
the beginning of the 2018–19 school year. 
Many take them home, though parents 
have the option to request the student’s 
computer be kept at school.

In hopes of a smooth transition, dis-
trict officials spent many hours research-
ing how the program worked in other 
school districts, building up the budget 
and hiring staff to help implement and 
oversee the program.

Over the past year and a half, students 
and staff alike have embraced the addi-

tional resources and benefits of having
technology at their fingertips.

“They’re both equally enthusiastic and 
open-minded,” said Santha Walters, tech-
nology curriculum facilitator. “They were 
all looking for that innovative twist.”

Walters said this district’s efforts are 
right on par with others throughout the 
nation as the 1:1 computer efforts gain 
traction.

“I don’t know how any school in the 
future would not use technology in some 
way,” she said.
The benefits of the program are plenti-

ful. Whereas carts of computers had to be 
reserved, wheeled around and checked 
out in the past, students now simply pull 
them out of their backpacks and are able 
to save their work locally.

Teachers can use the technology as a 
classroom management tool and to share 
Google slideshows, to collect information 
from students and to offer instant grad-
ing feedback.

“The teachers have been some of the 

1:1 technology offers endless opportunity at GHS
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Peyton Rewczuk, junior at Gretna High School, accesses her class’s magazine “The Vanguard” 
on her school-provided laptop. GHS implemented laptops for every student at the beginning 
of the 2018–2019 school year.See Tech: Page 6
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