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NU’S LINCOLN CAMPUS

Chancellor:
It’s time for
more than
talk on race

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln routinely talks about the need
to improve race relations, and this
time it will do something about it,
UNL’s leader said Tuesday.

UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green
called for a deep look into how race
relations can get better on campus
and in the community at large.

“The turning point for me is that
we are continuing to talk about the
same thing over and over,” Green
said in an interview. “Too many
of those conversations sound like
conversations from 1966 and 1967.
And I’m appalled by that.”

Green pledged to help lead tan-
gible and intangible steps to en-
hance the campus climate, facul-
ty recruitment and curriculum to
enrich race relations at UNL and
beyond. UNL is one of many insti-
tutions looking inward as protests
nationwide have decried the treat-
ment of black people by police and
others.

He said one needs only to look at
the number of black faculty mem-

Among other steps, Green
names faculty team to help
develop anti-racist policies

In Nebraska, ag producers, churches got the most PPP loans

By HenRy J. coRdes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram enacted by Congress has
been a lifesaver for thousands of
small businesses slammed eco-
nomically by COVID-19.

But in Nebraska, some of the
biggest beneficiaries of the forgiv-

able loan program aren’t tradition-
al small businesses at all.

Corn growers, cattle ranchers
and churches have received the
largest number of loans. And the
largest single recipient appears
to be the business arm of the
Winnebago Tribe, which received
more than $14 million in loans
aiding a conglomeration of small

companies it operates out of the
tribe’s northeast Nebraska reser-
vation.

The restaurant industry also
benefited significantly, with almost
1,000 such businesses receiving
loans to help them retain almost
27,000 workers. Big-dollar loans
also went to large medical centers
and other health care offices, law
firms, farm cooperatives, some of
the state’s fastest-growing startup
firms and a pair of fast-food chain
operators.

The figures also show that Ne-
braska has been one of biggest
beneficiaries among the states,
ranking fourth after Florida, South
Dakota and Utah in the percentage
of small business payroll covered
by the program. The state also
ranks 14th in loan dollars per cap-
ita.

Nathan Kauffman, the Oma-
ha-based vice president of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Kansas City,
said there’s no doubt that the pro-
gram has helped a variety of Ne-

braska businesses during what has
been a historic economic crunch.

“At a time, there was a lot of con-
cern about the drop in economic
activity,” he said. “It’s something
that was important to the state.”

When social distancing restric-
tions in March shut down thou-
sands of restaurants, bars, retail-
ers and other small businesses,
Congress stepped in with a $2 tril-
lion aid bill that included the Pay-
check Protection Program, intend-

Winnebago Tribe’s business arm received largest amount
of money; state ranks 4th in percentage of payroll covered

A sign at a drive-thru testing site at
the CHI Health Center in May. At top,
a worker there collects a sample to be
tested for the coronavirus. Another test
site, at 50th and G Streets, has closed
temporarily because of a shortage of
testing supplies. One high-priority person
tested there waited eight days for results.

SPIKE IN CASES ELSEWHERE
CRIMPS TESTING HERE

By eRin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The current surge of coronavi-
rus cases in states like California,
Texas and Arizona is being felt
hundreds of miles away in Ne-
braska, where some health care
providers and testing sites are
starting to see shortages of testing
supplies and longer wait times for
test results.

On Saturday, a drive-thru coro-
navirus testing site at 50th and
G Streets temporarily closed be-
cause of a shortage of testing sup-
plies, even though it had been up
and running for only a few weeks.

The site is a collaboration
among the Douglas County Health
Department, OneWorld Communi-
ty Health Centers, Nebraska Medi-
cine and the University of Nebras-
ka Medical Center. No reopening
date has been announced.

Nebraska Medicine is having
trouble procuring enough process-
ing plates and tips for pipettes
(dropperlike instruments) used in
laboratories to test samples for
the coronavirus. Private labs like
Quest Diagnostics and LabCorp
are currently processing sever-
al hundred thousand coronavirus
tests each day and have warned
that backlogs could result in peo-
ple having to wait longer to re-

Some labs report supply
shortages, longer waits for
results as resources are
diverted to new hot spots

A MONTH OR LONGER

1,100 federal
immigration
workers in state
to be furloughed
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New COVId-19 testing site opens at Crossroads Mall. Page 4A

Foreign students must leave u.S. or transfer if classes are online only. Page 5A

Medical workers face a new shortage of protective gear. Page 6A

The virus has killed more than 100 meatpacking plant workers. Page 8A
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 20,201 282
Iowa 32,041 728
U.S. 2,983,961 131,268

*As of 10 p.m. Tuesday See Testing: Page 4

By JosepH MoRton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — About 1,100
federal immigration workers in
Nebraska are bracing for fur-
loughs that will run at least a
month and possibly longer.

The U.S. Customs and Immigra-
tion Services is funded by user
fees, but those revenues have
dropped 50% since March as the
agency moved to restrict in-per-
son services during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“This dramatic drop in revenue
has made it impossible for our
agency to operate at full capacity,”
Media Affairs Field Supervisor
LaDonna Davis said in a state-
ment. “Without additional funding
from Congress before August 3,
USCIS has no choice but to admin-
istratively furlough a substantial
portion of our workforce.”

Agency officials are declining
interview requests, but Davis said

See Immigration: Page 2

See UNL: Page 2

See PPP: Page 2

Cutting in-person services
has led to a ‘dramatic drop
in revenue’ since March


