
AS HUSKER FANS LAMENT LOSS IN BOULDER,
MARTINEZ FOCUSES ON KEEPING CHINS UP. SPORTS

‘VULNERABLE’WOMAN

Jurytakes
underhourto
convictman
ofmurder

BY TODD COOPER

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

So muc h f or it being a f anta sy,
as the def endant had suggested at
trial .

A Dou gl as County j ury del ibe r-
ated just an hour Tu esday b ef ore

conc lu din g t hat
Jere miah Connel-
ly Õs cold bl ooded
mu rde r o f J eanna
Wi lco xen, 22, was
al l t oo re al.

Aft er recei v-
in g t he case at
11:15 a.m., th e j ur y
of fou r w omen and
eight men came

to a gui lty ver dict so quick ly that
the y asked to Þnish lu nch befo re
annou ncin g t he verd ic t.

It was one of the quick est m ur -
der v erdic ts in re cent D ouglas
County his tor y Ñ and for good
reas on.

Connelly , 40, not only had con-
fess ed to the crime, he also was th e
Þrst to repo rt it to polic e. No one
had r eporte d Wil coxen mis sing,
in par t b ecause th e young mot her
was known to disap pear fo r a f ew
days as she str uggled wit h drug
addi cti on.

She had th e misf ort une of run -
ni ng into Connell y i n Sept emb er
2018 near C hr ist ie He ig hts Park at
36th and Q Str eets in South Omaha.

The defendant not only
confessed to strangling
Jeanna Wilcoxen, he also
!rst reported it to police

Most prime working-age hires are now minorities

THE WASHINGTON POST

CLI NTON, Md . Ñ When M—ni-
ca Hern ‡ndez told her h usband
that her 2019 New YearÕs r esolu -
ti on was to go back to work, he
was sur pri sed. H e kept aski ng
her wh ethe r t hat Õswh at she reall y

wante d t o do. She had been out of
the wor kfo rce fo r a year a fte r a
dif Þcul t pre gnancy and the bi rth
of th eir Þrst chi ld.

ÒI want to put my bra in to use,Ó
Her n‡ndez tol d her husb and.
ÒNow my son is here, and it mak es

me want to do even more. Ó
He rn‡ ndez, 28, landed a j ob th is

spr ing as a part- tim e r ecept ionis t
at Imp re ssion s Pediat ric The ra py
in Mary land, maki ng her part of
a sur ge of Hi spani c and Afr ica n
Am eri can women wh o are enter -
ing the workfo rc e amid one of
the hot test labo r m arke ts in U.S.
hist ory .

Today, she earns $15 an hour,

a big jum p f ro m t he $9-an-hour
cashier jo bs she once though t
would be her w or ki ng li fe. Clien ts

Women lead trend as African Americans and Hispanics
age 25 to 54 make gains in a hot U.S. labor market

MUTUALOFOMAHA

It cleared
midtown
land, now
has no plan

BY CINDY GONZALEZ

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A section of mid tow n t hat
Mu tua l of O maha fo r s ix year s
has been buyin g up and tearing
down to mak e way for rede-
velo pme nt today sit s in l imb o,
wit hout a concre te pla n.

Mu tua l spok esman Jim No-
lan conÞrm ed th at an out-of -
town devel oper M utua l t apped
a f ew year s ago has pul led out
of a prop osal to build a hig h-end
housing , hotel and of Þce mi x on
th at trac t east of Tu rn er Park
aroun d Farn am Street.

He said M ut ual held on to the
assembl ed lan d i n case i t w as
needed fo r a n ew headquart er s
pro ject . Nolan lat e last m ont h
said pur sui t of a n ew head-
quart ers was on hold , so now
the questi on becomes: WhatÕs
next for the gapin g r eal estat e
holes east of Mutu alÕsMidtow n
Cross in g r etail and housin g
camp us?

To date, Nolan said , ÒThos e
conver sations have not b een
held.Ó

The delay and overal l p ro-
cess, meanwh ile, have fru s-
trated some fr esh and forme r
res ide nts, as well as pr eserv a-
ti onists who pr otest ed th e 2014
ra zin g of t he cent ury -old Clar-
inda -Page housing landmar k.

ÒItÕs alw ays a dis appoint-
ment when a histo ric buil ding

Developer pulls out,
leaving many lots empty
and further frustrating
lovers of old buildings

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

The future is unclear for this lot northeast of Park Avenue and Farnam and others nearby owned by Mutual.
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18 YEARS LATER, A DAY TO
REMEMBER 9/11 VICTIMS
Norm a M oli na of San An tonio, Texas, leaves ßowers by th e names

of ÞreÞghte rs fr om Manh attanÕs Engine Compa ny 33 at th e

Sept embe r 1 1 M emorial in New York Cit y. Amer ican s will hold

trib utes Wednesday for victi ms of 9/11 on t he 18th anni versa ry of

the deadl iest terror ist act s on A merican soi l. Tr ibute s will be hel d

at the th ree sit es dire ct ly scarre d by t he atta cks as well as ci ties

arou nd the country , incl udi ng Omaha. Nearly 3,000 people died as

a dir ect result of the atta cks, but m any more die d i ndire ctl y f ro m

toxins in the air near G ro und Zero in New York City .

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

Trump backs Sasse
Thepresident tweets his ÒComplete

and Total EndorsementÓof the
Nebraska senator. Midlands

Weather
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Partlysunny,breezy
Low: 72
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MOREUNINSUREDINU.S.
Number lacking health coverage
rose in 2018 for the Þrst time in a
decade, and growth in household
income slowed. Money, Page 8A
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