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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. — The New Year brought 
big changes to what was once the 
Patriot Club – at first glance, the 
closure of the dining room kitchen 
may be the only give away, but 
there are six main details that 
make it inherently different.

“The decision to transition from 
a club to a community center was 
not an easy one to make,” said 
Trish Leode, 55th Force Support 
Squadron Community Service 
flight commander.

“The Patriot Club was a legacy 
facility with historic a past from 
hosting foreign dignitaries to 
members of Strategic Air Com-
mand. 

“Ultimately, the decision to 
transition was based on three 
factors: overall declination in 
patronage and sales, long term 
profitability and sustainability.”

1. Raider’s Lounge
The Raider’s Lounge is still 

open on Friday’s from 3:30 to 9 
p.m.

2. Business Structure
The Patriot Club utilized 

a kitchen and staff to cater 
to events and maintain their 
restaurant operations. Since 

the changeover, the kitchen and 
restaurant have been closed and 
the community center has a more 
limited staff.

3. Limited Services
Due to the limited staff, all cus-

tomers reserving the space will be 
responsible for setting up, tearing 
down and cleaning the spaces they 
use.

4. Food and Drink
Customers have the freedom 

of bringing in their own food or 
catering events with food ven-
dors of their choice. Customers 
will be required to complete an 
Entry Authorization List for their 
caterer and coordinate with 55th 
Aerospace Medicine Squadron 
Public Health prior to the event. 
The community center staff can 
provide information on how to 
coordinate the process.

Additionally, the 55th FSS is the 
only organization on base licensed 
to sell alcohol for on-premise 
consumption. If a customer books 
an event and requests to serve 
alcohol, they have the option 
of hiring a bartender which is 
discussed at the time of booking. 
This request is subject to bartend-
er availability.

5. Cost
Official events such as com-

mander’s calls, award ceremonies, 
change of commands or events 
that qualify for special morale 
and welfare funds will be free 
of charge. Private use functions 
or requests from private organi-
zations will incur a minimal fee 
based on the room requested and 
the length of time reserved.

When reserving a room at the 
Warhawk Community Center, 
customers will have use of tables 
and chairs within the room. Cus-

tomers are required to bring all 
other necessary items to support 
their events. If customers wish to 
utilize linens for their events, they 
can request to order linens at the 
time of their booking. There is a 
fee assessed for linens at the time 
of booking, this is regardless of 
official or private event classifica-
tion. The 55th FSS does not main-
tain or launder linens in house. 
They have a Nonappropriated 
Fund contract and are charged a 
fee for every linen used; there-
fore, are required to pass that fee 
on to the customer.

6. Hours
Business hours for the War-

hawk Community Center are 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. The Warhawk Community 
Center is closed on all Federal 
Holidays, weekends and wing 
down days. 

Events and appointments can 
be scheduled outside of these 
hours and are subject to room and 
staff availability.

“We understand that while the 
title and business operation are 
changing, we will still be provid-
ing a first class venue for Team 
Offutt and are excited to have 
more flexible use of our space at 
a more affordable price for all 
eligible users,” said Leode.
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. — Pearl Harbor wasn’t the 
only location to feel the wrath of 
Japanese aircraft in early Decem-
ber of 1941 – Cavite Navy Yard, 
Philippines, was all but destroyed. 
Many died and many more were 
injured.

One survivor, Navy veteran 
Chief Petty Officer Leonard 
Kulceski, watched the ship next to 
his own go down while he and the 
other members of his ship worked 
together to pull other Sailors out 
of the water.

Despite being faced with a 
life-altering experience, he proud-
ly continued to serve. 

He spent the entirety of World 
War II in the South Pacific aboard 
the USS Otis as a submarine 
tender.

“He was named the youngest 
Chief Petty Officer in the Navy 
which is the seventh highest 

ranking in the Navy,” said Senior 
Chief Petty Officer Lisa Vrtiska, 
U.S. Strategic Command Navy 
Element senior enlisted leader.

“When the war ended he came 
home and was still in the Re-
serves. He was called back in 1950 
to serve in the Korean War.”

Vrtiska was one of five chief 
petty officers who honored Kul-
ceski at Hillcrest Hospice Care in 
Papillion Jan. 18 as part of a pro-
gram called “We Honor Veterans.”

The program focuses on veter-
ans in hospice care and publicly 
acknowledges the military service 
and sacrifices made by them and 
their families. The CPOs were 
joined by Kulceski’s friends, fami-
ly and Hillcrest staff.

Kulceski is from South Omaha, 
born to a family of Polish immi-
grants, and he wasn’t the only one 
to valiantly serve and protect our 
nation.

“Leonard had four brothers also 
serving in World War II,” said 
Joan Dorwart, Hillcrest Hospice 

Care volunteer coordinator. “One 
brother, Edmund, served in the 
U.S. Army and was a four-year 
prisoner of war in Japan.

“John was in the Army and was 

in the second wave on D-day and 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge. 
Joseph and Sigmund also we’re 
in the Army. I’d like to thank 
Leonard’s family, both living and 
deceased, who supported Leonard 
during his life.”

During the ceremony, Kulceski 
was presented a certificate, pin, 
blanket and a salute from the 
CPOs.

“Mr. Kulceski, we thank you 
for your service to our nation 
as a member of the U.S. Navy,” 
said Vrtiska. “We thank you for 
the sacrifices you made and your 
willingness to serve our country. 
You endured hardships and you 
were willing to risk your life to 
maintain our freedom.

“On behalf of the Department 
of Defense, and Hillcrest Ser-
vices, please accept our thanks 
and gratitude. 

“When you see this pin, know 
that your service to our nation is 
deeply appreciated. We salute and 
thank you.”

CPOs honor Cavite bombing survivor, hero
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Navy veteran Chief Petty Officer 
Leonard Kulceski poses for a photo 
around World War II.
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Navy veteran Chief Petty Officer Leonard Kulceski poses for a photo with chief petty officers from the U.S. Strategic Command Navy Element during a veteran 
recognition ceremony at Hillcrest Mable Rose in Papillion Jan. 18. Kulceski was in the Cavite Navy Yard, the second place to be bombed during World War II.

The American Legion, Depart-
ment of Nebraska, has selected 
Matthew D. Gibbons as their 2018 
Firefighter/EMS of the Year for 
his hard work and dedication with 
the Offutt Air Force Base Fire & 
Emergency Services.

Gibbons was commended for 
his action when he mitigated a 
carbon monoxide emergency in 
a local house by eliminating the 
source and getting treatment for 
the eight occupants. 

He was first on the scene at an 
elementary school where a stu-
dent had a severe leg injury that 
needed to be splinted and packed 
for transport. 

He led a response team to 
locate the origin and ventilate a 
fire in a C-135 with smoke in the 
fuselage.

Gibbons has also been awarded 
the 2018 Firefighter of the Year 
for Bellevue American Legion 
Martin Graves Post 339, the 2018 
Firefighter of the 2nd Quarter 
Award, and the 2018 Offutt AFB 
Fire and Emergency Services 
Firefighter of the Year. 

His application will be forward-
ed to the national organization 
for competition in the National 
Firefighter/EMS of the Year.

In his spare time, he is an active 
member of the Offutt Firefight-
er’s Association and the Omaha 
Lacrosse Club. 

He coaches local youth sports 
and enjoys watching his children’s 
sporting and school events.

Gibbons served in the Air Force 
during the Iraq and Afghanistan 
war-era. 

He and his wife, Jenny, and 
three children, Alexis, Riley, and 
Nathaniel, live in Omaha.

Since its inception in 1919, The 
American Legion has been a key 
advocate for veterans’ bene-
fits, patriotic American values, 
instilling values in young people 
through numerous programs, and 
a strong nation defense with focus 
on quality-of-life issues for those 
serving in today’s armed forces.
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Patriot Club now Warhawk Community Center
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The Warhawk Community Center staff pose for a photo at Offutt Air Force Base 
Jan. 25. The WCC is located in what you use to be the Patriot Club.

Matthew Gibbons 
Awards

• American Legion, Department 
of Nebraska 2018 Firefighter/
EMS of the Year
• Bellevue American Legion 
Martin Graves Post 339 2018 
Firefighter of the Year
• 2018 Firefighter of the 2nd   
Quarter Award
• 2018 Offutt AFB Fire and     
Emergency Services Firefighter 
of the Year


