
CONTACT US 
News 402-332-0592   
Delivery 402-733-7500  
Advertising 402-444-1248

CHECK IT OUT @GRETNABREEZE.COM
www.facebook.com/gretnabreeze

75 cents

POST 216 STATE RUNNER-UP   B1

August 7, 2019  •  Volume 20  •  Number 32

Column by Ron Petak
Breeze Executive Editor

S o m e w h e r e 
in time, we’ve all 
asked the ques-
tion of ourselves, 
our family and 
our friends — if 
someone you 
know does some-
thing wrong, do 
you tell on them 
or count on them 
to own up to their 
actions?

It’s not a simple answer and gets 
more complicated with age and the 
seriousness of the situation.

If your sister pockets a candy 
bar at the supermarket, do you tell 
your parents?

If your brother-in-law cheats on 
his taxes, do you contact the IRS?

If your father is dipping into the 
church collection basket, do you 
tell the minister?

If four teens are killed in an al-
cohol-related car accident and you 
know who supplied them the alco-
hol, do you tell the authorities?

What would you do?
Based on last month’s press con-

ference at the Sarpy County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Gretna community
is struggling with this question. 
The kids aren’t talking. The parents 
aren’t talking. Lawyers have been 
hired.

Is it loyalty or obstructing an in-
vestigation?

Is it preventing justice in the 
eyes of the law or protecting those 
who are responsible from potential 
criminal charges?

Sadly, somebody knows what 
happened the night of June 17 in 
the hours leading up to the dead-
ly crash along Platteview Road. A 
cash reward — now up to $14,500 
— for information has yet to entice 
anyone to step forward.

I can’t shake the thought of how 
this would be playing out if the 
circumstances were a bit different. 
What if the investigation pointed 
to marijuana use as a contributing 
factor of the accident?

Would it make a difference?
The silence is deafening, as are 

the hands-over-mouth conversa-
tions speculating on the details of 
that night. Neighbors are sharing 
rumors and gossip is running ram-
pant, none of which are doing Gret-
na or the investigation any good.

Some of the commentary on so-
cial media suggests the sheriff’s of-
fice leave the matter alone because
nothing discovered can undo this 
horrific tragedy. The investigation,
some have written, will do more 
harm than good to families and the 
community, so let the girls rest in 
peace.

You know and I know the sher-
iff’s office cannot turn a blind eye to
this matter.

You know and I know the sher-
iff’s office has a legal obligation to
enforce laws, including a state stat-
ute that makes providing alcohol to 
a minor a crime.

Would you be comfortable 
knowing that the authorities are 
willing to look the other way when 
certain crimes are committed by 
certain people?
What happens if, God forbid,

we suffer another deadly accident a 
year from now? More silence?

There is no way to undo the 
deaths of the four Gretna girls, nor
can anyone assume citing someone 
for providing alcohol to the minors 
will prevent another tragedy like 
this in the future.

Maybe the silence will last a life-
time or maybe the sheriff’s office
will get the answers it seeks.
Gretna will decide how this

chapter is written.

Speaking 
up is hard 

to do

Ron 
Petak

By Rachel George
Editor

An 11-year-old girl from Gretna was
named Soap Box Derby world champion 
July 20 after four rounds of victories in Ak-
ron, Ohio.
Kelsey Van Waart took first place in

the Masters Division of the FirstEnergy 
All-American Soap Box Derby.

“It was quite an experience,” said Peter 
Van Waart, Kelsey’s father. “This is some-
thing our families have been a part of for 
a long time.”

Kelsey said she got her start in racing 
about three to four years ago.

“My grandpa had my dad do it and 
now me and my brother race, so we’re 

third generation racing,” Kelsey said.
Cars come in a kit and, for the Masters 

competition, take months to build. Kelsey 
worked with her father, her grandfather 
and her great-uncle to build her car, which 
will be retired and put on display in the 
Soap Box Derby Hall of Fame Museum in 
Akron.

“It’s so much fun,” she said.
A win at a championship in Seymour 

Smith Park landed Kelsey a spot in the 
international competition. More than 400 
competitors ages 7 to 20 raced at the cham-
pionship, which features a 989-foot track.

The Masters Division, for ages 10 to 20, 
was one of six divisions that named cham-
pions at this year’s event.

“I was very happy,” Kelsey said of her 
win. “Our family has been involved in 
Soap Box Derby for 65 years and this was 
the first time we were able to bring home
first place, so that was very exciting.”

The victory earned Kelsey a gold ring, a 
$3,000 scholarship and a trophy.

“It makes you a little bit more focused 
and definitely makes you a better driver,”
Kelsey said. “It strengthens the bond with 
your family.”

On Friday, an episode of “Live” aired, 
during which Kelsey raced hosts Ryan 
Seacrest and Tamron Hall down a New 
York City street on national television.

“Thank you for letting us win,” Hall 
said.

Van Waart takes Soap Box Derby world championship
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Kelsey Van Waart, 11, with her father, Peter Van Waart, at the Akron racetrack after she won the world championship.
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Miles Rohen of Gretna participates in the 1,000-pound class tractor 
pull event at the Sarpy County Fair July 31.
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Stuart Wilson and his son Logan, 10, both of Gretna, have fun on a 
carnival ride July 31 during the Sarpy County Fair.
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Trinity Pfeifer of Gretna competes in Friday night’s barrel racing at 
the Sarpy County Fair rodeo.
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Carlie Beaman of Gretna participates in the 800-pound class tractor pull 
event at the Sarpy County Fair July 31.

Sarpy County Fair
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