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JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, 
Texas (AFNS) — An avionics technician 
recently returned to her place of inspi-
ration, an event that helped her further 
set her sights on the skies right after she 
graduated high school in 2015.

Senior Airman Lydia Kamps, an avi-
onics technician with the 756th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron, Luke Air Force 
Base, Arizona, had the opportunity to 
return to the Experimental Aircraft 
Association’s GirlVenture Camp during 
the Oshkosh Air Show in Wisconsin as a 
mentor — not just a participant. She was 
able to share how her path of becoming 
an Airman is taking her toward the goals 
she set for herself in aviation, a path 
most young women in the audience hav-
en’t considered.

“Not only do I get to share my experi-
ences from flying general aviation and 
my time in the Air Force, I get to inspire 
others and give them direction for their 
aviation dreams,” Kamps said.

“It is even cooler that I am so close in 
age to the girls I mentored because I can 
really connect with them and help them 
realize their career goals are entirely 
possible even at a young age.”

It was the second year in a row Kamps 
used the Air Force Recruiting Services’ 
We Are All Recruiters program, or 
WEAR, to get approval for a permissive 
temporary duty to the summer event.

“The airshow and GirlVenture Camp is 
always one of the best parts of the year,” 
Kamps said. “It is an awesome opportuni-
ty to connect with so many different peo-
ple, the aviation professionals I mentor 
with and the girls that attend the camp.

“I was also able to meet up with old 
friends and aviation enthusiasts from 
all around the world and nerd out over 
hundreds of airplanes!”

A WEAR event is an event where the 

interaction of Air Force personnel edu-
cate and increase public awareness of the 
Air Force and could potentially provide 
numerous leads for recruiters. These 
events enhance the AFRS mission to in-
spire, engage and recruit future Airmen 
to deliver airpower for America.

“GirlVenture is one of the many 
outreach engagements we participate in 
to achieve the Air Force’s rated diversi-
ty improvement objectives,” said Maj. 
Lindsay Andrew, AFRS Detachment 1 
director of operations, Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph, Texas.

“This year, AFRS Detachment 1 
manned a booth at Kidventure to inform, 
influence and inspire young aviation 
enthusiasts at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Senior 
Airman Kamps’ enthusiasm and exper-
tise made her a perfect match for the 
type of spokespersons AFRS needed at 
GirlVenture.”

Approval for WEAR is limited to those 
events where Airmen are directly speak-
ing to potential applicants or influencers 
about Air Force opportunities. Applicants 
are defined as individuals within the 
17- to 39-year-old range; and influencers 
can be defined as parents, community 
leaders, teachers, counselors, coaches 
and more.

“It can be challenging to share Air 
Force experience with the high school 
ladies as many of them have not ever 
considered the military and have miscon-
ceptions,” Kamps said.

“However, when I describe the techni-
cal skills I have gained from working on 
jets and mention the benefits of educa-
tion, travel and camaraderie, they are 
intrigued and anxious to find out more.

“Additionally, when we are walk-
ing around the grounds looking at the 
aircraft and watching the jets fly in the 
shows they are amazed and encouraged 
to learn more.”

WEAR events are approved on an 
individual basis and must be first ap-
proved by the individual’s commander 

in accordance with AFI 36-3003 Military 
Leave Program. Air Force members may 
receive up to 14 days permissive TDY 
per year to attend WEAR events.

“My flight chief introduced me to the 
WEAR program last year when I was 
submitting leave to volunteer,” Kamps 
said. “The program makes it a lot easier 
to take time from work and fully focus 
on mentoring and getting the most out 
of one week packed with people and 
airplanes.”

While inspiring others, the avionics 
technician said she was also mentored by 
other Airmen sharing their story.

“This year we had the privilege of 
hearing from Col. Kim Campbell about 
flying in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
other accomplished aviators like the 
Chief Systems Pilot Bebe O’Neil who 
is prior Air Force,” Kamps said. “The 
speakers were definitely a highlight for 
me and the girls.”

A bond was created between the 
mentor Airman and participants through 
shared activities and experiences on the 
air show grounds.

“Many of them are intimidated by the 
military, especially since the majority 
that serve are gentleman, but when they 
see me and find out about my success 
even as a woman, they are encouraged 
to not let that hold them back from their 
career goals,” Kamps said.

“Several girls are already looking 
at working toward being fighter pilots, 
and appreciate how I started out flying 
general aviation and later enlisted with 
the same goal of commissioning that I am 
currently pursuing.

“For others, hearing from my experi-
ence might just have been the first spark 
to their wanting to join the Air Force,” 
she continued. “It was an honor to share 
my experiences as an avionics technician 
and tell them about all the opportunities 
the Air Force offers.”

Avionics Airman inspires young 
women at aviation camp
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Senior Airman Lydia Kamps, a 309th Aircraft Maintenance Unit F-16 Fighting Falcon avionics technician, Luke Air Force Base, Ariz., speaks to 
young women during the Experimental Aircraft Association’s GirlVenture Camp held July 22-24 during the EAA’s AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wis. 
This is the second year in a row Kamps volunteered as a mentor at AirVenture and its air show, one of the largest aviation events in America.
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Bellevue native and active duty Air Force 
member Ed Frazier is looking to honor Nebras-
kan soldiers that died in the War on Terror with a 
memorial at American Heroes Park.

Last year, the War on Terror Memorial was 
approved by Bellevue City Council and Frazier 
has been fundraising for the project since.

Frazier estimates cost for the memorial at 
$75,000. He said the $75,000 will cover the cost 
for the initial construction and he will continue to 
raise funds to maintain the memorial.

After one year of fundraising $38,000 has been 
raised.

Fraizer said War on Terror is defined using the 
Department of Defense’s Global War on Terror 
Expeditionary Medal criteria, which consists of 
a deployed military member participating in op-
eration Enduring Freedom, Freedom’s Sentinel, 
Iraqi Freedom, New Dawn, Inherent Resolve and 
Odyssey Lightning.

The memorial will consist of granite slabs 
with polished metal plating. The names, ranks, 
services and the date of death of each soldier will 
be engraved onto the memorial.

Frazier said he has around 65 to 70 soldiers 
from across Nebraska confirmed for the memori-
al and is researching to find more soldiers.

He said the memorial will be able to expand to 
include more names and there is no cap to how 
many soldiers’ names will be displayed.

There was a lull in fundraising due to the 
floods that hit Bellevue and Offutt Air Force Base 
earlier this year.

Frazier organized a walk, run and ruck event 
last year to raise funds and said it was maxed out 
on the amount of people registered for the event.

After the success of last year’s event, Frazier 
said he was set on planning a similar event for 
this year in May but the plans fell through due to 
several long term construction projects along the 
route of the event.

The dust has since settled and Frazier said he 
is ready to get back on track for fundraising.

He said the memorial run has been resched-
uled for May 16, 2020 and is planning to expand 
the registration for the event to allow for more 
people to be involved.

Frazier said he has established a volunteer 
group called American Heroes Volunteers that 
helps organizes community service events to 
take care of the park.

He said he has worked with other groups like 
the Greater Bellevue Area Chamber of Com-
merce to be at RiverFest to promote the memori-
al. Frazier said the Bellevue Offutt Rising Profes-
sionals has donated the registration fees from its 
bags toss tournament to the memorial fund.

Those interested in donating to the War on 
Terror Memorial can visit their website ameri-
canheroespark.org/war-on-terror-memorial, or 
checks can be mailed to the Midlands Community 
Foundation at 217 Jefferson St N Papillion, NE 
68046.

War on Terror 
Memorial 
back on track 
for fundraising

The City of Bellevue Public Works De-
partment and Ward 3 Councilman Paul Cook 
hosted a public meeting Aug. 13 at Leonard 
Lawrence Elementary School to discuss de-
tails of a splash pad in southwest Bellevue.

Plans were revealed and feedback taken 
regarding a new splash pad and other 
amenities in Lookingglass Heights II Park. 
Mayor Rusty Hike and At-Large Councilman 
Pat Shannon were also present to discuss the 
plans, receive input and answer questions 
that arose from the estimated 70 residents in 
attendance.

City officials are still taking input on the 
splash pad plans. Visit belllevue.net to find 
splash pad design options and a question-
naire.

City wants splash pad input
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Gifford Farm is ready to open its doors once again to group visits after it was 
hit by significant flood damage earlier this year.

Nancy Williams, Gifford Farm’s director, said the open areas for people to 
come see animals are the goats, sheep, chicken houses, calves and donkeys.

After losing several animals in the flood, Gifford Farm has replaced all but 
one animal.

“The only thing we don”t have that we normally have is a llama,” Williams 
said.

While the farm is not fully back to its pre-flood state, Williams said she is con-
fident it restore everything this fall and be completely reopened by this spring.

What is left to be done includes restoring the outdoor nature classroom, team 
challenge courses and the area where the Lewis and Clark camp is held.

Williams said she hopes these projects are done by the end of this month, but 
they could take until the end of fall depending on weather.

Many of the educational programs, including the farm animals, living history 
and team challenge programs also travel to off-site locations.

Williams said Gifford Farm has already had guests out for the farm program.
“It was wonderful to just hear kids on the farm again,” Williams said.
Call 402-597-4920 for more information about Gifford Farm to become a 

volunteer.

Gifford Farm again welcoming group visitors
Gifford Farm lost several animals 
due to floods that hit the farm 
earlier in the year. Gifford Farm has 
since replaced most of the animals 
including this miniature donkey.
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