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Patient data clause added to testing contract

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The State of Ne-
braska added an extra clause to
its contract with four Utah firms
in an effort to ensure that per-
sonal data provided to the state’s
coronavirus testing initiative,
TestNebraska, remains private, a
review of the contracts indicates.

That extra clause — a para-
graph that wasn’t included in sim-
ilar contracts with Utah or Iowa

— says that the data collected on
testnebraska.com is confidential
and owned by the state and that
the firms, in Utah’s so-called Sili-
con Slope, cannot use even anon-
ymous or aggregate data for busi-
ness purposes.

“We want people to know that
we’re going to take every step to
protect their privacy,” said Taylor
Gage, a spokesman for Gov. Pete
Ricketts.

A state lawyer who helped
draw up the contract with Nomi

Health and three other companies
called the chances of Nebraskans’
personal data being disclosed or
misused “very, very slim.”

“That’s a remote possibility
in my mind,” said Amara Block,
general counsel for the Nebras-
ka Department of Administrative
Services.

Concerns about privacy and
data protection have been raised
in the wake of the governor’s
April 21 announcement that he
was signing a no-bid, $26.9 million
contract with a group of compa-
nies to accelerate COVID-19 test-
ing in Nebraska by collecting data
and providing 540,000 test kits.

Neighboring Iowa signed a simi-
lar contract on the same day.

State Sen. Megan Hunt of
Omaha said she’s fielded a lot of
questions from constituents about
whether their personal data will
be sold by the private firms hired
by Nebraska. She also questioned
whether the state had been totally

Provision, not in other states’ contracts, is to ensure that
personal information for TestNebraska remains private

Air flow is one
topic of UNMC
‘playbook’ for
meatpackers

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Meatpacking plants should,
whenever possible, install physical
barriers on the production lines
that are pumping out cuts of meat,
conduct daily health screenings
for workers, provide more hand
sanitizer stations, require univer-
sal mask use and work on better
air flow in buildings.

Those are among the recommen-
dations in a playbook and check-
list developed by University of
Nebraska Medical Center disease
and public health specialists to
help meat plants in Nebraska and
nationwide prevent and decrease
the spread of the coronavirus.

“It is our top priority to pro-
tect the health of workers and
their families who are braving the
COVID-19 pandemic to put food
on everyone’s tables,” said John
Lowe, assistant vice chancellor for
health security training and educa-
tion at UNMC, in a Thursday press
release.

Outbreaks at food and meat pro-
cessing facilities have sickened
workers and forced plants, includ-
ing a massive Tyson beef plant in
Dakota City, Nebraska, to tem-
porarily shut down, threatening
disruption to the food chain that
sends chicken breasts, bacon and
ground beef to the grocery store.

The recommendations, from the
Global Center for Health Security
and Center for Agricultural Safe-
ty and Health at UNMC, came af-
ter infectious disease specialists
toured 10 meatpacking plants over
the past two weeks across Nebras-
ka to observe working conditions
and give pointers on infection con-
trol.

“These efforts should be made
an urgent public health priority
because infection among work-
er populations could also lead to
community infection, eventually

Advice was compiled after
disease experts toured 10
plants to address ‘urgent
public health priority’

FARM TO TABLE, LITERALLY:
GROWERS NOW DELIVER

By marjie Ducey

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Benson Bounty used to rely on
farmers markets for 60% of its busi-
ness.

Then the coronavirus pandemic and
social distancing forced a change in
strategy.

Most farmers markets pushed back
their starting dates, so instead of wait-
ing, Mark and Michelle Brannen have
been bringing their produce straight
to the customer.

“We’ve gotten such a tremendous
response,” Mark Brannen said.

For them and many other small-
scale farmers, social media has been

a crucial ingredient in their new game
plan.

The Brannens are taking advantage
of their central Omaha location and
relationships made at past farmers
markets to keep their business going.

“Through social media, we reached
out, people sent us an email and we
have them on the list,” Mark Brannen
said. “They pull up and we have the
produce in a tote ready for them.”

After restaurants closed to eat-in
dining, Logan Barr of Plum Creek
Farms cut back on the number of
meat chickens he was raising near
Burchard, Nebraska.

Small-scale farmers take
advantage of social media,
customer relationships to

keep their businesses going

A N N A R E E D / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Mark Brannen at Benson Bounty in Omaha, whose produce includes radishes and even flowers. The family-run farm has previously relied on farmers
markets for income, but the Brannens are now doing more business through community-supported agriculture, with customers picking up food directly.AFTER STAY-OPEN ORDER

Feds have duty
to test meat
plant workers,
G.I. mayor says

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

If meatpacking plants are crit-
ical infrastructure that must re-
main open in a pandemic, then the
federal government must supply
more coronavirus testing for those
essential workers, the mayor of
hard-hit Grand Island said.

“The federal government needs
to provide the resources to assure
the safety of the workers and,
of course, that’s testing,” Grand
Island Mayor Roger Steele said
Thursday.

Meatpacking workers and
plants have been deemed critical
by President Donald Trump to
keep America’s food supply well
stocked, even as coronavirus out-
breaks threaten workers’ health
and plant operations. Trump
signed an executive order Tuesday
night invoking the Defense Pro-

See Testing: Page 2

See Meatpacking: Page 4
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Douglas County’s largest daily increase in cases pushes total past 600. Page 2A

Police leagues will hold drive-thru registration event for youth sports. Page 7A

Taste of Omaha, originally May 29 to 31, is now set for mid-August. Page 8A

Creative on the green: Golf courses invert cups, deploy pool noodles. Sports

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 4,281 71
Iowa 7,145 162
U.S. 1.09 million 63,538

*As of 10 p.m. Thursday

See Grand Island: Page 4

SUPPORTING FARMERS
AND MARKETS

If you’d like to support area
farmers and farmers markets, go to

buylocalnebraska.org/support.

If you’d like a list of area
farmers offering produce, go to

buylocalnebraska.org/
online-food-guide. See Farmers markets: Page 4

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Many Americans are feeling lonely
and anxious, polls show. Page 9A
Pandemic-driven jobless claims in
Nebraska top 100,000. Page 10A


