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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. - Police Week is ob-
served every year to honor police officers past and present.

“The whole week is focused around the past, present, 
and future of peace officers,” said Master Sgt. Kristine 
Feldman, 55th Security Forces Squadron, NCO in charge of 
operations.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclama-
tion that designated May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial 
Day and the concurrent week as Police Week to honor the 
sacrifices of those who protect and serve our communities.

“Being a peace officer, whether it’s military as security 
forces or as a civilian, it’s really challenging,” said Feld-
man. “You have to keep fit because we respond to any and 
everything.

“You have to be prepared to work as a team and use that 
communication, it’s not easy.”

Various events were planned throughout the week to 
honor law enforcement members that included a golf 
tournament, a static display with other civilian law en-
forcement agencies, a ruck march and a Raiders Challenge 
obstacle course.

The week concluded with a retreat ceremony on Offutt’s 
parade grounds where units from around the base joined in 
to celebrate Police Week, encouraging comradery between 
different agencies and across Air Force Specialty Codes.

“It worked out really well,” said Staff Sgt. Shawn Rhine-
hart, 55th SFS response force leader. “The main focus was 
on teamwork and some basic skills — that’s why we were 
able to include other AFSCs outside of security forces.”

Team Offutt members participated alongside SFS 
members in activities that included responding to downed 
Airmen, moving ammunition cans, reloading ammunition 
and moving equipment and supplies.

Police Week also provided an opportunity for security 
forces members to showcase some of the tools of their 
trade and to engage with the public in a non-emergency 
way.

“So this year, the goal for Police Week was more empha-
sis on community relations,” said Feldman. “We have to 
remind the community that yes, we are always here.

“We worked with the Omaha Police Department, who 
connected us with all the surrounding counties for all of 
the events for Police Week, and we supported each other’s 
events.”

Some of the observations can take on a serious tone 
knowing that some officers have paid the ultimate price 

while in the line of duty.
“A lot of effort really went into this week,” said Feldman. 

“Yes, it is about remembrance of those who have lost their 
life in the line of duty, but it’s also about building those 
relationships for the future and this is a great opportunity 
in which to do it.”
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Offutt celebrates Police Week
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Police officer Chris Abbott, Bellevue Police Department, hands out stickers during a Police Week fair May 14 at Offutt Air Force Base. 
Police week was established in 1962 by President John F. Kennedy to honor officers.

Raider Challenge participants jump 
over a barrier during the Police Week 
Warrior challenge May 15 at Offutt Air 
Force Base. The challenge was a test of 
physical endurance, strength, ability and 
resolve.
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By L. Cunningham
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Retired Air 
Force Lt. Col. Barry B. Bridger was shot down Jan. 
23, 1967, by a surface-to-air missile over Son Tay, 
North Vietnam, only to be captured later by the 
North Vietnamese and imprisoned at Hoa Loa Pris-
on, also known to the POWs as the Hanoi Hilton.

Bridger was presumed Missing in Action until 
1970, when the Vietnamese government acknowl-
edged he was alive and a prisoner of war.

“What I am most inspired about is his message 
that the ideas of the American spirit exist through-
out generations and that this young generation has 
that same DNA” said Col. Michael Manion, 55th 
Wing commander.

“That same core, that same spirit of resiliency, 
innovation and overcoming obstacles, is as resident 
with this generation as it was with him, despite serv-

ing in a prison camp in North Vietnam. This was a 
wonderful opportunity and we are very thankful.”

Hoa Loa was originally built by the French about 
1886 for political prisoners when Vietnam was still 
a part of French Indochina. While this prison camp 
had a maximum capacity of 600 prisoners, by 1954 
there were over 2,000 held within its fences.

The camp was infamous for the unsanitary condi-
tions, starvation and the severe torture methods they 
imposed on POWs. Camp authorities used a variety 
of exploitation tactics on the prisoners to try to get 
the POWs to discredit America.

Today the gate house still remains as a museum, 
but the prison area was demolished during the 1990s.

“For nearly two and a half centuries, America and 
our allies have been freedom champions and the sac-
rifice that safeguards, liberties contingent to secure 
by the shed blood of American warriors like you,” 

POW recounts his time at Hanoi Hilton
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U.S. Air Force retired Lt. Col. Barry Bridger spoke to Team Offutt during 
commander’s update briefing May 16 at Offutt Air Force Base. Bridger 
was shot down Jan. 23, 1967, by a surface-to-air missile over Son Tay, 
North Vietnam, only to be captured later by the North Vietnamese and 
imprisoned at Hoa Loa Prison, also known to the POWs as the Hanoi 
Hilton.See POW: Page 2
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