
LINCOLN —
Zach Limbach can
still picture the
scene outside his
rundown red col-
lege house at 12th
and Y Streets.

Baton twirlers
dazzling tailgaters
in the backyard.
The smell of pulled

pork mixed with cheap beer.
Chants of “Go Big Red” echoing
through the old trees.

Across the railroad tracks inside
Memorial Stadium, No. 3 Nebras-
ka had just edged No. 2 Oklahoma
with a stunning trick-play touch-
down. It was middle of the after-
noon, and Limbach’s backyard par-
ty was just getting started.

That’s when he looked up to the
10th Street overpass and saw a
stream of Husker fans marching
north, trailing two state troopers
and a man in a gray sweater.

NU plans to pay at least $100 million for new
football facility at site of track stadium. Sports

Guns in Lincoln
Two initiatives to curb violence
receive wide support, but two
others may not. Midlands

Senate confirms Hyten
StratCom chief promoted to
vice chair of Joint Chiefs with
bipartisan backing. Page 5A
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A reporter
isn’t ‘high’
for wanting
an interview

The ground
shook Wednesday
in Washington.
And I’m not talking
about the White
House call tran-
script.

Ben Sasse
spoke, giving a
World-Herald re-
porter an inter-

view. On the record. On a relevant
topic. And made news for what he
said.

Nebraska’s junior senator was
one of few Republicans in Con-
gress to appear to question Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s behavior in
allegedly pressing a foreign power
for dirt on political rival, former
Vice President Joe Biden.

Sasse told my Washington, D.C.-
based colleague Joseph Morton
that there was “terrible stuff” in
the transcript of a July call be-
tween Trump and Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky. Sasse
didn’t support the impeachment
inquiry that House Democrats
have launched, however, and he
also said he wanted to see more
information before drawing con-
clusions.

Still, his words stood in stark
contrast to what most congressio-
nal Republicans and certainly the
other Republicans in the Nebras-
ka-Iowa delegation were saying
that day.

It also forced me to revise this
column, which had been set to
run Thursday. That column was
about how Sasse, a Harvard- and
Yale-educated former university
president, is media-allergic unless,
it seems, he’s on book tour. (Sasse
twice during the past five years
has published nonfiction books, in-
cluding one bestseller on problems

Whistleblower says White House tried to cover up call

WASHINGTON (AP) — White
House officials took extraordi-
nary steps to “lock down” infor-
mation about President Donald
Trump’s summertime phone call
with the president of Ukraine,
even moving the records to a
secret computer system, a whis-

tleblower alleges in a politically
explosive complaint that accuses
the administration of a wide-rang-
ing cover-up.

The whistleblower, in a nine-
page document released Thurs-
day, provides substantial new
details about the circumstances

of the phone call in which Trump
spoke of how much the U.S. had
helped Ukraine and encouraged
new President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky to help investigate political
rival Joe Biden and his son.

Accusations of efforts to pres-
sure the leader of a foreign na-
tion to dig for dirt on a potential
2020 Trump rival are now at the
heart of a House impeachment
inquiry against the president. The

whistleblower’s official complaint
alleges a concerted White House
effort to suppress the transcript
of the call, and describes a shad-
ow campaign of foreign policy ef-
forts by the president’s personal

Report says top officials sought to ‘lock down’ detailed
transcript by moving it to a secret computer system

HOST HAS SEEN NU AT ITS BEST
What does Chris Fowler of “GameDay”

think of the Huskers now? Sports

START OF THE SILLY SIGN TRADITION
A future World-Herald reporter was
there when it all began. Midlands

TAKING BULL FROM ‘COLLEGE
GAMEDAY,’ AND GIVING IT BACK
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The set of ESPN’s “College GameDay” is set up Thursday outside of Memorial Stadium ahead of the Saturday morning broadcast.
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SPECIAL COMPANY UNIT

First duty of
investigators is
to protect Uber,
not riders

The WashingTon PosT

PHOENIX — Inside the 23-story
Bank of America Tower in down-
town Phoenix, a team of almost 80
specialized workers grapples with
some of the worst incidents that
happen during Uber rides. Armed
with little more than a phone head-
set and GPS ride data, these agents
in the “special investigations unit”
have to figure out what went
wrong.

But when they make a deter-
mination, the investigators are
coached by Uber to act in the com-
pany’s interest first, ahead of pas-
senger safety, according to inter-
views with more than 20 current
and former investigators.

Uber has a three-strikes system,
investigators said, but executives
have made exceptions to keep
drivers on the road.

For instance, a New York-ar-
ea driver allegedly made three

WILL POLICY PRIORITIES STALL?
Trade, spending talks at risk amid
impeachment inquiry. Page 4A
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“College GameDay” host Lee Corso rides a mechanical bull in Lincoln in 2001 after
Nebraska defeated Oklahoma. Corso had predicted that the Sooners would win.
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