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PAPIO SOUTH DANCE SQUAD HEADED TO NATIONALS 2

By Adam Furley
Staff Writer

The Christmas spirit 
hasn’t faded for Moving 
Veterans Forward.

“Our veterans are go-
ing to have Christmas day 
every day for the rest of 
the year,” said Moving 
Veterans Forward Found-
er Ron Hernandez.

On Christmas day, the 
Papillion-based nonprofit
group’s trailer was stolen 
from the Millard Amer-
ican Legion parking lot 
along with $4,000 worth 
of kitchen supplies. After 
learning that insurance 
wasn’t going to cover the 
stolen trailer and items, 
Hernandez decided to 
start a furniture fundraiser 
to help replace everything.

“On Jan. 12, we had a 
furniture fundraiser in the 
Millard American Legion 
parking lot, the same place 
where our trailer was 
stolen,” he said. “We ex-
pected to fill one-half of a
semi-trailer, but we ended 
up filling two semi-trailers

donated by Werner (En-
terprises) and two 30-foot 
delivery trucks.

“We got everything 
you would need for a 
house and we got plen-
ty of stuff to provide for 
many veterans for quite 
a while. It was a minor 
tragedy but it was a great 
blessing that we received 
all of these donations from 
everybody.”

Hernandez said he 
could probably help house 
30 to 35 veterans from all 
of the donations from the 
furniture fundraiser alone, 
not including what he al-
ready has stored in his 
warehouse.

He started the group 
in 2011. Moving Veterans 
Forward helps provide 
homeless veterans free 
furniture and other house-
hold items after they find
housing. 

They also helped move 
them into their homes. 
They moved 279 veterans 
around the metro area in 
2018 and 1,249 since the 
program’s inception.

Even after receiving all 
of the furniture donations, 
Hernandez is still raising 
money to replace the sto-
len trailer. 

Because the insurance 
company won’t replace it, 

it’s up to him and the vol-
unteers to raise the money. 
The goal is to raise $3,800 
and so far, he’s raised 
$700.

“It’s very disheartening 
but we’re trying to recoup 

our funds to get the trailer 
replaced,” he said.

Hernandez appreciates 
all of the donations and 
helping the veterans.

“I want to thank every-
one for the help and sup-

port. It means a lot,” he 
said.

To make donations or 
to volunteer, contact Her-
nandez at 402-301-6300 or 
email him at movingvets 
forward@yahoo.com.

Fundraiser helps Moving Veterans Forward replace stolen items
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Werner Enterprises donated its patriotic semi-trailer to Moving Veterans Forward to use for its furniture drive on Jan. 12.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

It is possible, it turns out, to 
live a normal teenage existence 
without posting frequent selfies.

Aaron Myers, a 14-year-old 
freshman at Papillion-La Vista 
High School, is in many ways a 
typical teenager. He loves being 
outside in the summer, riding 
his bike, shooting hoops and 
playing some vid-
eo games on occa-
sion.

He’s not a typ-
ical teenager be-
cause he listens to 
Johnny Cash and 
Frank Sinatra. He 
also doesn’t use 
any social media.

“It seems stupid to me be-
cause the outside exists,” he 
said.

Myers can rattle off multi-
ple advantages of not being on 
social media. He feels closer to 
his friends because he doesn’t 
interact with them through 
his smartphone, which he said 
mostly has games and which he 
uses to text friends. He has no 
trouble putting his phone down 
and riding his bike to his friend 
Blake Wagoner’s house to ask if 
Wagoner wants to do something 
outside. He’s OK with being out 
of the loop on gossip. His mom 
likes how conversational he is at 
dinner.

Most of Myers’ friends are on 
social media, he said, and they 
are either light or average users. 
Wagoner, who considers him-
self a light user of Twitter and 
Instagram, said it’s not a big deal 
that Myers isn’t on social media.

“It really doesn’t affect us 
that he’s not on social media. We 
can still get a hold of him pretty 
easily,” he said. “It’s kind of odd 
because pretty much everyone 
else is on social media of some 
sort.”

When Myers and Wagoner 
and their friends are on one of 
their frequent bike rides during 
the summer, they often only 

see adults mow-
ing their yards or 
walking their dogs. 
That makes Myers 
proud to point out 
how frequently 
he’s outdoors.

“I say ‘outside’ 
to prove that I’ve 
been to this mysti-

cal land where no one else has 
been,” Myers said.

Not being on social media 
played out in an interesting 
way for Myers in November 
when a student brought a gun 
to the high school. Myers said 
he noticed everyone was acting 
strangely, and students who 
normally walked into class after 
him were already in their seats 
when he got there. For several 
hours, he had no idea why.

“Everyone in the school knew 
about it and they were all on 
edge and I was confused,” he 
said, “and (later) the teachers 
talked about it and that was the 
first time I ever heard about it.”

Even so, Myers said he felt 
safe in the school because he 
trusted the adults in the build-
ing.

“The principal, the teachers, 
everything, they’re good enough 
that nothing can really happen,” 
he said. “We’ve done drills and 
all that. I feel pretty safe even 
not knowing.”

It’s likely a lot of parents 
wish their children would spend 
less time on their phones, and 
research has suggested that as 
teenagers started using smart-
phones and social media more 
and beginning at earlier ages, 
rates of anxiety and depression 
among teenagers increased.

Wagoner said he’s heard the 
concerns, but it’s not as big of an 
issue as adults make it out to be.

“I think it’s helpful to keep in 
touch with people but people do 
use it too much,” he said.

Cole Huffman agrees. The 
16-year-old sophomore at PLV 
said even with social media 
being a common source of con-
nection between teenagers, they 
still are able to walk across the 
lunchroom to meet someone 
new. 

It can be annoying being 

around friends who are on their 
phone too much, though.

“It seems like they’re not 
paying attention whenever I’m 
talking or they’re too focused on 
it,” he said.

Huffman said he has accounts 
on some of the big social media 
apps but doesn’t use them. He 
doesn’t miss the urge to focus on 
how many likes and followers 
he has.

He does use Discord, a social 
media app popular with vid-
eogamers. While he likes to play 
video games, his mother, Jerri 
Huffman, said he does a good 
job of balancing indoor, outdoor 
and creative activities like work-
ing on music or art.

“As long as they’re not at-
tached to their phone and they 
know family time is family time, 
I’m OK,” she said.

No social media, no problem
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Aaron Myers has a smart phone and plays video games, but he doesn’t use social media.
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There’s only one you.
Let’s keep it that way.
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