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A crisis that
exceeds all
emergency
preparations

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska’s long-
term care facilities have long been
required to plan for emergencies,
but a state health official said Fri-
day that she doesn’t think anyone
anticipated one like the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Over the last two months, the
virus has broken out in 84 nursing
homes and assisted living facili-
ties across the state, with 311 res-
idents and 242 employees testing
positive.

Long-term care residents ac-
count for as many as two of every
three coronavirus deaths in Ne-
braska. The state is one of 13 in
which half or more of deaths are
among nursing home residents.

Speaking at Gov. Pete Ricketts’
daily coronavirus briefing, Becky
Wisell, who heads up the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human
Services licensing program, said
facilities have to develop emer-
gency preparedness plans to meet
state and federal regulations.

“I’m not sure any of us imagined
the magnitude of something like
COVID-19, but I do believe facil-
ities had put forth efforts to deal
with emergency situations,” she
said.

As part of the state’s response to
the coronavirus, Wisell said, HHS
officials have put together a docu-
ment to help long-term care facili-
ties develop a plan for dealing with
the virus over the coming weeks
and months.

The document covers such is-
sues as rapid identification and
management of cases, visitor
policies, disinfection protocols,
requesting protective equipment
like masks and gloves, and ad-
dressing the mental health of res-

Long-term care facilities
plan for emergencies, but
‘I’m not sure any of us
imagined’ one like this

City saves millions with cuts, warns of more

By alia Conley and reeCe riStau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Mayor Jean Stothert has can-
celed summer camps, rescinded
neighborhood grants and reduced
police and fire overtime.

Those are just some of the mea-
sures the city has taken as it faces
a revenue shortfall on top of ris-

ing coronavirus expenses.
But such cuts, estimated to save

the city $22.7 million, may not be
enough to offset an estimated $80
million general fund shortfall,
Stothert warned at a Friday press
conference.

Other cuts on the table: not
opening libraries or swimming
pools in 2020, canceling police and

fire recruit classes, laying off or
furloughing city workers and re-
ducing the Omaha Police and Fire
Departments by 10%.

“We’re counting pennies now,”
Stothert said.

The mayor said she doesn’t
want to lay off employees or re-
duce community services but
may need to do so if the city
doesn’t receive enough money to
fill the budget gap.

Stothert outlined several ways
officials have already reduced

spending. They’ve imposed hiring
and spending freezes to cut more
than $3 million and furloughed
part-time Parks and Recreation
employees for $1.5 million and
part-time librarians for $1.3 mil-
lion. Canceling summer camps
will save $300,000, but Stothert
said officials canceled those to
prevent the spread of the virus.

She outlined several more re-
ductions that could save the city
an estimated $17.4 million but

Summer camps, neighborhood grants canceled; mayor
says Police, Fire Departments may need to be reduced

Districts end this school year with
no idea what’s in store for the next

By eMily nitCher

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

End the video calls. Close the
laptops.

One of the strangest school
years in recent memory has come
to an end.

The 2019-20 school year is in the
books for Omaha, Millard, Bellev-
ue, Westside and Elkhorn students.
They finish the school year days
earlier than what the school cal-
endar said in August after officials
moved up the last day of school.

Other districts, like the Papil-
lion-La Vista Community Schools,
will finish next week.

The goodbyes, like everything
else since March, were virtual.
Teachers held final class video

MOORE EXECUTION

Lethal injection
records must
be disclosed,
high court rules

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Nebraska Su-
preme Court ruled Friday that
state officials must release docu-
ments revealing where Nebraska
got the lethal injection drugs used
to execute Carey Dean Moore in
2018.

The ruling marked a victory for
the Omaha World-Herald, the Lin-
coln Journal Star and the ACLU
of Nebraska, which had sued the
state Corrections Department for
denying their separate public re-
cords requests.

The state argued that the re-
cords should be confidential
because they could lead to the
identification of members of the
execution team. Those identities
are protected under state law.

But the high court rejected the
state’s arguments, saying that they
“contradict the text of Nebraska’s
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testing ramps up in Douglas County, which has over 2,000 cases. Page 5A

Second Nebraska inmate tests positive, had close contact with first. Page 5A

Nebraska tax receipts plunge because of delayed income tax deadline. Page 6A

Mom surprises son with “really awesome” graduation party. Midlands

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 9,772 119
Iowa 14,049 336
U.S. 1,412,121 85,990

*As of 10 p.m. Friday
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Patty Mollring, a Spanish teacher, sports a sombrero while waving to families during an end-of-the-year parade, below, at Elkhorn Valley View Middle
School on Friday. Top left, Dawn Zumbrennen, an eighth grade American history teacher, waves to students in the bed of a truck. Top right, decorations
cover teachers’ cars during a parade at Legacy School near Omaha. OPS, Millard, Bellevue and Westside also wrapped up the school year this week.
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