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SESSION RESUMES TODAY

Much has
changed since
Legislature’s
last meeting

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — When the Nebras-
ka Legislature last met, fewer than
75 people in the state had tested
positive for coronavirus and no
one had died of the disease.

The state’s economy kept hum-
ming, although social distancing
mandates had started causing hic-
cups in the Omaha area. In Wash-
ington, D.C., Congress was at work
on a $2 trillion coronavirus relief
bill and, in Minnesota, George
Floyd was still alive.

Life looks very different four
months later, as lawmakers return
to finish out the 2020 session.

Lawmakers are slated to recon-
vene Monday and to wrap up the
remaining 17 legislative days of
what was to be a 60-day session
on Aug. 16. The session was sus-
pended March 16 as the corona-
virus started to spread across the
state. Lawmakers met for three
brief days in late March to pass an
emergency coronavirus appropri-
ation bill.

Some key lawmakers say they
expect that the events of the inter-
vening months will affect the out-
come of the session, especially the
pandemic, the economic chaos it
created and the focus on racial jus-
tice that followed Floyd’s slaying.

March 16, Nebraska had
no virus deaths, economy
was healthy, uprising for
racial justice hadn’t begun

Medical oxygen in short supply in poor nations

CONAKRY, Guinea (AP) —
Soaring demand for oxygen
prompted by the coronavirus is
bringing out a stark global truth:
Even the right to breathe depends
on money.

In wealthy Europe and North
America, hospitals treat oxygen
as a fundamental need, much like
water or electricity. It is delivered
in liquid form by tanker truck and

piped directly to the beds of coro-
navirus patients. Running short is
all but unthinkable for a resource
that can literally be pulled from
the air.

But in poor countries, from
Peru to Bangladesh, it is in lethal-
ly short supply. Across sub-Sa-
haran Africa, obtaining oxygen
is a costly challenge for govern-
ment-funded medical facilities

such as Guinea’s Donka public
hospital in the capital, Conakry.

The hospital’s planned oxygen
plant has never started up. So in-
stead of piping oxygen directly to
beds, a secondhand pickup truck
carries cylinders over potholed
roads from Guinea’s sole source
of medical-grade oxygen, the
SOGEDI factory, built in the 1950s.
Outside the capital, in hospitals
and medical centers in remote
villages and major towns, doctors
say there is no oxygen at all.

“Oxygen is one of the most

important interventions, (but)
it’s in very short supply,” said Dr.
Tom Frieden, former director of
the CDC and current president
and CEO of Resolve to Save Lives.

Pure oxygen buys COVID-19 patients time; it is among
necessities, like electricity, that many doctors do without

AT MILLWORK COMMONS, NEW
IDEAS EXTEND TO PLANT LIFE

By Marjie ducey

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Landscaping at Millwork
Commons will be as innova-
tive as the people and enter-
prises the new development
in north downtown Omaha
hopes to attract.

Reflecting a mix of two
design movements, called
the new perennial and the
biophilic, the intention is to
create a more natural envi-
ronment with assorted na-
tive plants rather than the
more conventional highly
manicured landscape.

Although that’s not new
to Omaha — similar empha-
sis can be seen at Lauritzen
Gardens and in the river-
front revitalization project
— a tree-planting system
being used at the Millwork
Commons site is a first for
the city.

People are looking for
engaging outdoor spaces,
architect Megan Lutz said.
She’s a partner at Alley Poy-
ner Macchietto Architec-
ture, which is working with
Olsson Inc. on the 44-acre
project led by Black Dog
Management.

“We specifically aimed to
keep it a bit more wild and
unruly to keep with the ex-
isting conditions,’’ Lutz said.

The new perennial

A ‘more wild and
unruly’ landscape will
feature an innovative
tree-planting method
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Omahans enjoy
a break in heat;
‘slow warming
trend’ will start
Wednesday.
Midlands,
Page 3A

160 PROJECTS UNDERWAY

There’s cautious
optimism for
a virus vaccine
by spring

By LouiS jacoBSon

POLITIFACT

More than four months into the
coronavirus pandemic, how close
are the U.S. and the world to a safe
and effective vaccine? Scientists
say they see steady progress and
are expressing cautious optimism
that a vaccine could be ready by
spring.

As of early July, roughly 160
vaccine projects were underway
worldwide, according to the World
Health Organization.

Generally, a vaccine trial has
several phases. In an initial phase,
the vaccine is given to 20 to 100
healthy volunteers. The focus in
this phase is to make sure the vac-
cine is safe, and to note any side
effects.

In the second phase, there are
hundreds of volunteers. In addition
to monitoring safety, researchers

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 22,583 301
Iowa 38,723 793
U.S. 3,834,208 142,601

*As of 9 p.m. Sunday
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Low: 69
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At left, Millwork Commons
is employing a tree-planting
system that promotes
stronger root growth in
urban settings. The system,
being used in Omaha for the
first time, should result in
healthier, bigger trees. Below
is a rendering that shows
landscaping that will create a
more natural environment.

See Landscaping: Page 4


