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By L. Cunningham
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. —
On March 14, the 55th Civil Engineer Power

Plant team received an alarming call – flood
waters had surpassed the base perimeter and
showed no signs of slowing.

Michael Morrow, 55th CES power produc-
tion supervisor, along with his team, began
preparations on a contingency plan. They
needed to safely shut off power to all buildings
in the flood path as the waters slowly en-
croached on the southeastern side of the base.

The following day, the water continued to
rise and the plan was set into motion. Morrow
immediately called in two-person crews to
start the electrical flood plan shutdown safety
procedures to not only save equipment, but

save lives.
The team began phase one at 10 a.m., start-

ing at the most southern structures.
At first glance, some buildings seemed fine

as they were surrounded by sandbags. Howev-
er, the drains running through the structures,
containing cabling and pipes running, con-
tained water.

The crews worked through phase four with-
in the first hour, making their way towards the
Bennie L. Davis Maintenance Facility. They
quickly cut-off power to generators so when
Omaha Public Power District cut power, they
would not start-up in facilities under water.

The crews continued to work safely and dil-
igently against time and the incoming waters,
until the final seventh phase was completed at
4 p.m.

Although the team completed the plan in six

hours, the recovery is a much longer process.
The 14–person power plant team, whose job
it is to maintain and ensure safety with use of
the power grid, has a long road ahead of them.

“It’s just not something where we can just
flip a switch and turn it back on,” said Morrow.
“Everything will have to be checked out as it
could potentially kill someone and cause a lot
more damage.”

The team’s current mission is assessing and
inspecting all electrical components such as
conduits, electrical plugs and switch gears to
ensure that they are dry and useable, and to
repair any damage that may have been done
by the high waters. They evaluate damages to
equipment two to three times a day.

The process will take, at a minimum, two
weeks before they can begin to restore power
to the affected areas of the base.

Crews prevent electrical catastrophe
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Dave Cormack, a Power Support Systems Mechanic with the 55th Civil Engineering Squadron, inspects an alternator of a 3 megawatt, power generator for flood
damage at Offutt Air Force Base March 28. The generators were partially submerged in flood waters following an inordinate amount of snowfall, in the Midwest,
coupled with several other factors resulted in record-flooding of the adjacent Missouri River.

By Zachary Hada
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb.
— Offutt Against Drunk Driving,
a volunteer organization that pro-
vides designated drivers to mem-
bers of Team Offutt, is focused
on making innovated changes to
benefit their customers, drivers
and dispatchers.

OADD is available on the week-
ends from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. and
for events by request.

In order to improve the request
process, the team has created a
new event request form which can
be found on their website along
with readily assessable contact
information on the home page.

“We have made it easier to
contact OADD officers outside
of duties hours by setting up an
OADD civilian email account and
encouraging customers to text the
on-call phone,” said SrA Laverta
Straham, OADD president.

For drivers, a section was add-
ed to the site so they can gather
everything needed to successfully
complete their job.

“When signing up for events,
volunteers can now see more in-
formation about the event such as
where it is, the duration, whether
or not they need to be on-call or
present at the event, and the attire
for the event,” Straham said.

Additionally, OADD has im-
planted an automatic hour tracker
and updated registration so vol-
unteers agree to have insurance
before they are able to be drivers.
Drivers are required to carry a
valid driver’s license, registration,
and proof of insurance and keep
their vehicle in compliance with
all applicable ordinances.

For dispatchers, the team is
working to allow dispatchers to
dispatch drivers using a map
system on the OADD website.
Drivers can travel out to the
entire Omaha and Council Bluffs
area to help Offutt members get
home safely.

Finally, the team is looking into
expanding their means of adver-
tising the program.

“We are working on developing
an OADD flyer that we hope to
distribute in Rising View’s move-
in packages,” said Straham.

For more information, visit
https://offuttadd.com/.

Offutt
Against
Drunk
Driving
just got
easier

By Tech. Sgt. Rachelle Blake
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Faced with a near-
death experience, followed by a short stint in special opera-
tions, Offutt is a change of pace for the new Wing Chaplain.

“I deployed to Kandahar Air Force Base, Afghanistan,
and experienced intense things,”
said Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Hum-
phrey, 55th Wing Chapel. “A patient
had a body-bourne improvised
explosive device and we were all
standing next to her when the doc-
tors began yelling ‘clear the room,
clear the room. She is wired.’ We
cleared the room, but we had to go
back and evacuate the hospital.”

Humphrey’s life wasn’t always as
extreme — he was born in Ama-
rillo, Texas, as the son of a Navy
Seabee and was a drum major in
high school. From a young age, his
faith played an important factor.

“I really pursued a relationship
with God starting at nine-years-
old and the desire and intensity to
serve Him continued to grow in my
life,” Humphrey said.

“At the age of 13, I really felt
like God was calling me into the ministry. I surrendered to
serve God with my life.”

He struggled to find in what capacity he would serve,
bouncing from children’s ministry to youth ministry to
college ministry. It wasn’t until he was pastoring a small
church while attending seminary that he realized his pur-
pose.

“It was then that September 11, 2001, happened,” Hum-

phrey said. “I was so upset for our country and I was ready
to join the military and not as a chaplain.

“God spoke to me and told me I was to be a chaplain in
the military and serve our men and women in uniform.”

His first assignment was to Minot Air Force Base, North
Dakota.

“I was part of the frozen chosen,” Humprey said.
Nine moves followed before he found himself at Offutt

that included a residency at Brook Army Medical Center,
San Antonio, Texas, an assignment embedded with the
23rd Special Tactics Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Florida, and
standing-up Air Force Installation and Mission Support
Center at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

This was no easy feat as a husband and father of five, but
the support of his family is what kept him motivated.

“I get paid to do what I love, few people can say that,”
Humphrey said. “So being the wing chaplain at Offutt
gives me a greater vehicle to care for more people, and for
that, I am so thankful I get this great honor. I also get the
unique honor of leading a staff of people who also love our
Airmen.”

His prior assignments are what drive his vision for the
chapel team.

“It’s where a great deal of formation developed on the
importance of the squadron based initiatives rather than
wing initiatives and I keep those lessons with me to this
day,” Humphrey said.

“My job as the Wing Chaplain is to create a strategic
vehicle of ministry so our Chaplains and Religious Affairs
Airmen can produce the most tactical and impactful minis-
try to our Airmen where they are.”

His hope is to create a “dynamic tactical ministry now
for the warfighter and family of the future.”

“I want people to be excited about what we are doing and
I want our ministry to always be tactical in nature,” Hum-
phrey said. “When I say tactical one pictures ‘boots on the
ground.’ I want our ministry to be tactical in the sense that

the ministry we produce impacts people right where they
are spiritually and emotionally.”

He also stresses the importance of “now” as there are so
many community needs, and he wants the capability to be
responsive immediately.

“Our focus is always on the warfighter and the family of
tomorrow,” Humphrey said. “We are focused on our war-
riors and their families. We are also looking to the future
needs of our people so we can project how we will meet
that need of the future before it actually reaches us.”

Battlefield chaplain brings tactical ministry
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Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Humphrey, 55th Wing Chapel sits with his
dad, Ray, and brother, Dennis.
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Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin
Humphrey, 55th Wing
Chaplain.

By Charles Haymond
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — The Air
Force Office of Special Investigations re-
cently expanded the avenues in which they
can receive tips.

AFOSI is a federal law enforcement agen-
cy that examines felony-level crimes. Exam-
ples of these crimes are drug possession and
distribution, rape, domestic violence, sexual
assault and robberies.

In 2012, AFOSI stood-up an anonymous
tip line for individuals to call in to report
a crime on military bases and their local
communities.

In order to give the public more options,
tips can now be submitted through two web-
sites, an app or via text.

“We’re depending on members of Team
Offutt, civilians and other surrounding
people — we cannot be everywhere,” said
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Theodore Zidlicky,
55th Security Forces joint drug enforcement
team member for AFOSI Detachment 204.

“It is a lot easier when everyone has these
outlets to report anonymously. It really
helps us out.”

When people submit their tips, then they
receive a tip number.

The tip submission can be checked-on
within a day or two to determine if any
additional information is required to resolve
the problem.

Individuals can also update their previ-
ous tip by using the tip number the service
provided them.

If the individual chooses to fill out an

anonymous tip form online, they must put
Offutt Air Force Base, so it reaches the
correct office. For more information, visit
https://www.tip411.com/tips/new?alert_
group_id=21111 or http://www.osi.af.mil/

To text a tip, type “AFOSI” plus the tip
information to 847411.

To access the app, download “Tip411,” on
any mobile device.

No matter the avenue of submitting a tip,
providing an accurate description of the
crime and a who, what, when, where and
how if possible is vital.

“When people submit tips, they need to be
as specific as they can, so we can investi-
gate and bring the individuals to justice,”
Zidlicky said. “This can help us keep Offutt
Air Force Base and the surrounding area
safe.”

AFOSI expands tip options for Team Offutt
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