
Ricketts says
Maddow has
‘own agenda’
amid criticism

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts on Friday fired back
at MSNBC commentator Rachel
Maddow, who on Thursday night
criticized the Republican gover-
nor for “not letting anyone know
what’s happening” with infections
in the state’s meatpacking plants,
nursing homes and prisons.

Ricketts, during his daily coro-
navirus briefing, said Maddow’s
claim was “factually wrong” be-
cause he had released aggregate
information earlier Thursday
about the number of infections
involving meatpacking workers
and residents and staff at nursing
homes.

“She has her own agenda,” the
governor said.

Ricketts’ spokesman, Taylor
Gage, later tweeted that Maddow
was spreading “fake news” and
engaging in “totally blind partisan
gamesmanship.”

Thursday, Ricketts said 1,005
of the state’s 6,771 positive cas-
es reported at that time involved
meatpacking plant workers, and
that 267 nursing home residents
and 188 staffers at those facilities
have tested positive. Fifty-seven
of the state’s 86 COVID-19 deaths
as of Wednesday evening involved

Commentator says he’s ‘not
letting anyone know what’s
happening’ at meat plants,
prisons and nursing homes

State may have reached plateau, not peak, in pandemic

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Monday marked a noteworthy
day in the arc of Nebraska’s coro-
navirus pandemic, as Gov. Pete
Ricketts began to allow restau-
rant dining rooms, salons and oth-
er businesses in some parts of the
state to reopen.

But the state also saw another
milestone that day: Counties col-
lectively reported more than 500

new cases of COVID-19, a new
daily high for the state in figures
compiled by the COVID Tracking
Project. And the state, Douglas
County and Lancaster County
each set all-time highs for cases
in several preceding days, too.

While projections had long sug-
gested that Nebraska’s coronavi-
rus pandemic would peak at the
end of April, it appears that cases

‘We are not out of the woods by any means,’ expert says;
model shows cases peaking in early May, Ricketts notes

MOTHER’S DAY

Even without hugs, families find
memorable ways to honor moms

By nanCy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

They miss the hugs most.
With Mother’s Day around the cor-

ner, many families are planning video
visits, parades or in-person — though
socially distanced — get-togethers.
But none of these choices, some moms
say, is a replacement for the physical
touch of a loved one.

“We’re a hugging family — big hugs
when you come, big hugs when you
leave,” Janet Bonet said of her three
adult children and their kids. “I ha-
ven’t had a hug from my kids in two
months now, and it drives me nuts.”

Bonet, a court interpreter and
translator, said the family agreed
from the start of the pandemic that,
because they live in separate house-
holds, they would maintain physical
distance, including not entering each
other’s homes. Their contact has been

limited to drive-by visits, phone calls
and texting. Every once in a while,
they’ll meet in a park.

“We don’t want to be the ones that
brought it to the others,” she said.

For this holiday, one son, James,
came by Friday to do chores in the
yard, and the other, John, may come
sometime Saturday to finish up. Her
third child, a daughter, Johanna, lives
out of state. On Mother’s Day evening,
if they can coordinate schedules,
they’ll do a family video chat.

For families whose loved ones
have compromised immune systems,
thoughts of physical contact are lay-
ered with anxiety. And that goes for
Mother’s Day.

Janece Mollhoff has seen her
daughter, Sara Black, only once in the
past seven weeks, even though both
live in the Omaha area.

A N N A R E E D / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

James Bonet mows the lawn at the Omaha home of his mother, Janet Bonet, on Friday. Her other son may come by to finish the yard work today, and
the family might also chat by video on Mother’s Day evening. The family is maintaining physical distance because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 7,831 92
Iowa 11,457 243
U.S. 1,248,040 75,477

*As of 10 p.m. Friday

Less pomp in tough circumstance,
but virtual graduations still special

By Joe deJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Hey you with the air horn, let
her rip.

You won’t bother anyone, except
maybe the dog.

The first virtual high school
graduations for Omaha-area pub-
lic schools — ever — are set for
Sunday.

The ceremonies for graduates
of Papillion-La Vista’s two high
schools will feature cameos by
notable alumni and personalities;

a socially distanced choir perfor-
mance that students recorded re-
motely; and a clever, but for now
secret, twist on the traditional
tossing of the mortar boards.

Although it may seem coun-
terintuitive, the ceremonies pro-
duced by district personnel could
wind up being more intimate and
emotional than the big arena cere-
monies of normal times.

Not only are they taking place
in the shadow of the continu-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, but the

P A P I L L I O N - L A V I S T A C O M M u N I T y S C H O O L S

Annette Eyman, the Papillion-La Vista Community Schools’ spokeswoman, records Superintendent Andy Rikli addressing
graduates for the district’s virtual graduations. The ceremonies for Papillion-La Vista’s two high schools are Sunday.

Bonet holds granddaughter Leilani, who
turned 1 in April, before the pandemic.
Bonet and her three adult children and
their kids are limiting contact to drive-by
visits, phone calls and texts. “I haven’t
had a hug from my kids in two months
now, and it drives me nuts,” she said. See Moms: Page 3

See Ricketts: Page 2

See Grads: Page 3
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