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Air Force needs $234 million to replace Offutt’s wrecked electronics

By Steve Liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Flooding at Offutt Air Force
Base destroyed expensive elec-
tronic equipment used to process
classified data along with several
crew training simulators, prompt-
ing an emergency request by the

Air Force for $234 million to re-
place them.

In a recent letter to top mem-
bers of the House Appropriations
defense subcommittee, Nebraska
Rep. Don Bacon asked for “urgent
attention” to the request because
lost defense capabilities are al-
ready being felt by commanders

in the field.
In the letter, Bacon — a mem-

ber of the House Armed Services
Committee — warned of “signifi-
cant additional readiness impacts”
from the loss of the electronics
gear, which was located in the
flooded headquarters of the 55th
Intelligence Support Squadron.

That building was one of 137
structures damaged in mid-March
when the Missouri and Platte Riv-
ers overwhelmed levees protect-

ing Offutt.
Bacon, who commanded the Of-

futt-based 55th Wing while serv-
ing in the Air Force, wrote that the
specific impacts are classified but
“represent significant risk to the
National Defense Strategy. The
longer the delay, the great(er) the
risk and the costlier the recovery.”

The request comes on top of the
$420 million the Air Force already
is seeking, to cover cleanup and
emergency repairs at Offutt this

year ($120 million) and to replace
ruined buildings next year ($300
million). With the cost of Offutt
repairs now reaching the $650 mil-
lion range, the Air Force is urging
congressional action. The House
of Representatives passed a disas-
ter assistance bill 257-150 on May
10. The Senate hasn’t yet acted.

Outgoing Air Force Secretary
Heather Wilson has warned that

Bacon says lost defense capabilities from flooded
equipment are being felt by commanders in the field
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A young Fred Hoiberg, in a Husker shirt, throws a football during a neighborhood game.

See Offutt: Page 2

See Hoiberg: Page 10

AMES — Eleven retired men in Iowa
State hats and rain jackets squeeze
around two tables in the Dutch Oven
Bakery coffee shop.

“Everyone ready?”
“Get on with it,” someone grumbles.
They simultaneously flip nickels,

dimes and quarters next to pale ce-
ramic mugs full of dark $2 coffee, the
clamor of loose change spit-spatting on
the tables of the dim bakery, softly lit

by the neon “Open” sign.
“Heads,” Rick Fellingham announces.
Five men raise their hand.
“Tails.”
Six men raise their hand.
“Tails are in,” Gary Thompson says.
All the men who flipped tails flip

again. They continue until one poor sap
flips the only heads or tails of the group.

FOR HOIBERG FAMILY, THERE’S
NO PLACE LIKE NEBRASKA

He still may be the
Mayor in Ames, but
coach’s family tree

sprouted in Nebraska
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You might get
your heart shat-
tered on OkCu-
pid. You might get
stood up on Tinder,
or mismatched on
Match, or maybe
even fall helplessly
for a country fel-
la who looks sexy
in Wranglers on

FarmersOnly.com.
It is hard to say what will hap-

pen when you subscribe to an on-
line dating website, because both
dating websites and love are noto-
riously fickle.

But there is one certainty when
you use a dating service here. You
do not pay a cent in sales tax to the
State of Nebraska to look for on-
line love.

Which raises a sexy question, if
you are the sort of person who gets
turned on by tax policy. That ques-
tion is: Why?

The issue of sales tax — when
we pay it, when we don’t and why
— has been thrust into the lime-
light in the Nebraska Legislature
during an ongoing debate about
how to lower Nebraska’s sky-high
property taxes. In fact, there’s
new movement in the Legislature
toward a relatively simple plan to
end $100 million in sales tax ex-
emptions and roll that money into
property tax relief.

So, why do we pay sales tax on
washing machine repair but not
car repair? Why do we pay tax
when we buy a ticket to a movie
or concert but not when we buy a
ticket to the Henry Doorly Zoo?

And why in the world is there
currently a sales tax exemption
for something rather creepily
called: “Dating and social escort
services”?

Supporters of a bill in the Ne-
braska Legislature meant to low-
er property taxes in part by in-
creasing sales taxes portray the
end of such exemptions as a com-
mon-sense way to rewrite our tax
code.

The authors of various bills,
including Sen. Lou Ann Linehan,
a Republican from Elkhorn, and
Sen. Tom Briese, a Republican
from Albion, have identified more
than two dozen different exemp-
tions they want to end, proposing
adding sales tax to things like hair-
cuts, landscaping work, wedding
planning, online flower delivery,
Uber rides, pool cleaning, person-
al training and the aforementioned
dating services.

Interestingly, the supporters of
ending such exemptions span the

It makes no
sense: When
we do, don’t
pay sales tax

Matthew
Hansen
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