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By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Monarchs and Titans engaged 
in a back-and-forth battle Friday 
afternoon in a crosstown rivalry 
basketball game, but the final score
was irrelevant.

Papillion-La Vista High School 
was named a 2018 National Banner 
Unified Champion School by Spe-
cial Olympics, one of 132 schools 
throughout the country to earn the 
distinction and one of three in Ne-
braska. Millard South and Millard 
West High Schools were the others.

Special Olympics awards Na-
tional Banner status to schools that 
meet 10 standards of excellence for 
including students both with and 
without intellectual disabilities in 
activities.

Papillion-La Vista South High 
School was previously named a 
National Banner school in 2017.

Friday’s celebration started with 
a pep rally, where Papillion La Vis-
ta Community Schools Superinten-
dent Andy Rikli, La Vista Mayor 
Doug Kindig and Carolyn Cham-
berlain, president and chief execu-

tive officer of Special Olympics Ne-
braska, congratulated the Monarch 
student body.

“As a superintendent, as a resi-
dent, as a parent, these are the days 
that make me super proud,” Rikli 
said.

Kindig got a cheer from the 
crowd when he said, “Go Mon-
archs,” then read a joint proclama-
tion from the cities of Papillion and 
La Vista.

“The Papillion-La Vista school 
district adds so much to our com-
munities. The people in front of me 
add so much to the school district 
and our communities,” he said, 
motioning to the group of Unified
athletes who would play in the bas-
ketball game.

As they were preparing for the 
basketball game, Tia Cho, a sopho-
more, and Gabe Lacombe, a senior, 
said it was exciting for their school 
to be honored as a National Banner 
Unified Champion school.

“It’s something you want to be 
proud of because your school is 
united,” Cho said.

“It feels like we’re all one fam-
ily.”

Lacombe said his strategy 
during the game would be to focus 
on good passes to his friends and 

scoring.
“I think we’ll win today,” he 

said.
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Unified students pose for a photo Friday after a pep rally to celebrate Papillion-La Vista High School being named a 2018 National Banner Unified Champion 
School.
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Papillion La Vista Community Schools Superintendent Andy Rikli speaks during 
a pep rally Friday to celebrate Papillion-La Vista High School earning National 
Banner Unified Champion status.

A Banner Year

By Adam Furley
Staff Writer

Sarah Rose Summers is in 
Bangkok, Thailand, and ready 
for the biggest stage of the pag-
eant world.
“I’m feeling very confident

and I’m enjoying the experi-
ence,” she said. “I have a great 
support system and I’m so hap-
py to be here.”

Summers is the reigning Miss 
USA and this month competes 
for the title of Miss Universe. 
She arrived in Bangkok Dec. 1. 
The pageant finale will be Sun-
day with 94 women vying for 
the title of Miss Universe.

After being crowned Miss 
USA in May, the Papillion na-
tive and 2013 Papillion-La Vista 
High School graduate said she 
doesn’t feel any pressure for the 
international competition.

“I’m so carefree and I’m joy-
ful to be here. I don’t feel any 
pressure, I feel confident and I’m
not falling to any comparisons,” 
she said. “Everyone here is qual-
ified and I’m enjoying learning

from them. I get to represent the 
United States and I want to be 
the best I can be.”

Summers said she has learned 
a lot since being crowned Miss 
USA and is excited for the op-
portunity.

“I’ve learned to never sell 
yourself short,” she said. “This 
is such a unique opportunity. 
It’s different from an event like 
the Olympics because we get to 
stand hand in hand empowering 
each other. I’m very excited to be 
a part of it.”

One challenge Summers has 
faced is the time difference as 
Bangkok is 13 hours ahead of 
Nebraska.

“The time difference is hard, 
but the language barrier hasn’t 
been too difficult,” she said. “It’s
been amazing spending time 
with these empowered women.”

The Miss Universe competi-
tion will air live on Fox Sunday 
at 6 p.m. 

It will be hosted by Steve Har-
vey and Ashley Graham with a 
performance by recording artist 
Ne-Yo.

Summers to compete for Miss Universe
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Sarah Rose Summers, Miss Nebraska USA 2018, is crowned the new Miss USA by Miss USA 2017, Kára 
McCullough; Miss Universe 2017, Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters; and Miss Teen USA 2018, Hailey Colborn; on stage 
at the conclusion of the event on May 21. The Miss Universe competition airs Live on Fox at 6 p.m. Sunday.
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