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Sarpy won’t
build on site
that Bellevue
opposed

By Kelsey stewart

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

With less than a week to spare,
Sarpy County officials are backing
out of deal to build a mental health
crisis center along a busy Bellevue
intersection.

The county had approved a
$1 million purchase agreement for
a six-acre plot of land near 25th
Street and Highway 370 in Bel-
levue. But the county announced
Thursday that because of ongoing
conversations with potential part-
ners, service organizations and
donors, they’ve decided against
purchasing the Bellevue plot.

Calling it a “No. 1 priority,”
Sarpy County Board Chairman
Don Kelly said the county still
plans to establish a crisis cen-
ter. They are in talks with a local
health system about the project,
Kelly said in an interview with The
World-Herald, and are working to
finalize a partnership.

The proposed facility would be
a place where law enforcement of-
ficers could bring people who are
experiencing a mental health cri-
sis but don’t belong in jail. County
leaders have said the jail and area
emergency rooms have been bur-
dened by the absence of a dedicat-
ed mental health facility.

“Mental illness is medical; it’s
not criminal,” Kelly said. “When
people are in crisis, they’ve got to
be able to be addressed by people
who have the knowledge, skill and
ability to do that. That’s not in a
jail, and that’s not in a standalone
facility.”

Kelly said they have looked at
other potential sites suggested by
Bellevue city officials and have
visited mental health facilities

Project still ‘No. 1 priority,’
County Board leader says,
and could be ‘co-located’
with a medical facility

D-Day at 75: Nations honor
veterans and those who perished
OMAHA BEACH, France (AP) — With silent remem-

brance and respect, nations honored the fallen and the brav-
ery of all Allied troops who sloshed through bloodied water
to the beaches of Normandy 75 years ago on D-Day, the as-
sault that portended the fall of Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich.

President Donald Trump and French President Em-
manuel Macron praised the soldiers, sailors and airmen
— the survivors and those who lost their lives — in pow-
erful speeches Thursday that credited the June 6, 1944,
surprise air and sea operation that brought tens of thou-
sands of men to Normandy, each not knowing whether he
would survive the day.

“You are the pride of our nation, you are the glory of
our republic, and we thank you from the bottom of our
heart,” Trump said of the warriors engaged in the ulti-
mate fight of good against evil in World War II.

Macron praised their courage, generosity and strength

SALUTING D-DAY WARRIORS:
‘THE PRIDE OF OUR NATION’

By steve liewer // WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

One of Omaha’s last D-Day veterans drank a toast
Thursday to the men who fell beside him while storming
Omaha Beach 75 years ago to the day. Friends of Ed Mor-
rissette, 95, took him for dinner and a drink to commem-
orate the somber occasion. The North Carolina native re-
called fibbing about his age to enlist at 17. Assigned to the
1st Infantry Division, he survived the North Africa and
Sicily campaigns and was in the second wave ashore on
the morning of June 6, 1944. He dodged German machine
gun fire as he waded with his heavy pack and smoked cig-
arettes while pinned behind a concrete barricade on the
beach. He survived D-Day without a scratch and fought
with The Big Red One until the end of the war in Europe,
11 months later. He even earned a Bronze Star for shoot-
ing down a German plane. After the war, he married and
raised five children. He moved to Omaha in 1972, working
as a civilian engineer at Offutt Air Force Base.

B R E N D A N S U L L I VA N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Ed Morrissette, a 95-year-old World War II veteran who landed at Omaha Beach 75 years ago, toasts to his fallen comrades at Patriarch
Distillers in La Vista on Thursday, the anniversary of D-Day, the turning point of the war.

Darin Erstad
says that
after Husker
baseball’s strong
season, ‘it was
time’ to quit.
Sports

Deer crashes the docket at the county courthouse
By todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Call it the case of Jane Doe.
Doe, a full-grown female deer,

provided a short-lived jolt to the
routine of the Douglas County
Courthouse on Thursday morn-
ing.

And brace yourself: Aside from
adoptions and perhaps 50% of
weddings, well ... “there are no
happy endings at the courthouse,”
longtime prosecutor Jeff Lux
said.

Lux would know. From his

“garden-level” courthouse office
— with its scenic, subterranean
views — Lux has seen all sorts
of wildlife: “raccoons, a turkey, a
deer ...”

His voice drifts.
“... a drug addict.”
Wait. We interrupt this deer

tale to allow Lux to explain. A few
years ago, he was in the Coun-
ty Attorney’s conference room
with two state senators, talking
about legislative proposals, when
a man jumped down into the win-
dow well, lifted up a drain cover,

grabbed a baggie, climbed back
out of the window well and scur-
ried off.

“The senators couldn’t believe
their eyes,” Lux said.

Lux wasn’t quite as shocked.
Then came Thursday.
Shortly after 9 a.m., Doe had

apparently nosed her way around
the windows of the U.S. Bank
branch at the Woodmen Tower
near 17th and Farnam Streets.
Then Douglas County courthouse
security officers Doug Schlaut-
man and Robert Martinez saw it

sprint straight across Farnam and
up the wide walkway and steps
that lead to the courthouse.

It essentially ran into the re-
volving door but couldn’t figure it
out. (No slight to the deer. Observ-
ers have watched several court-
goers struggle to figure out how a
door revolves.)

Doe then jumped over a marble
ledge and landed 12 feet below, in
the window well outside the of-
fices of Nicole Brundo, a deputy
Douglas County attorney, and Ju-
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By NaNCy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The first sign of trouble on the
Elkhorn River was the sound of a
father yelling for help.

His kayak had capsized, pitch-
ing him into the water and sending
his 13-year-old son downstream
with the boat.

The scary situation ended safely
Sunday, in part because of an ag-
gressive rescue effort. But veter-
an observers of Nebraska’s rivers
worry that other boaters, especial-
ly novices, won’t be so lucky. The
reason: Historic March flooding

has changed the nature of some of
the state’s rivers. Notably, the Elk-
horn River, and to a lesser extent
the Platte River, aren’t as safe as
they appear, said Rich Tesar, a re-
tired outfitter and board member
of the Papio-Missouri River Natu-
ral Resources District.

The Elkhorn especially is run-
ning deeper, swifter and stron-
ger than before, and many of the
sand bars are gone, Tesar said.
In March, thick ice combined
with powerful flows from runoff
scoured out the river bottom.

“(It) made it much, much deeper

Flood-created dangers remain
on metro area rivers, officials say
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updates, photos,
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» The Missouri
River is expected to
remain high, thanks to
abundant rain.
» Omaha prepares
for the worst, takes
precautions for
summer flooding.

The Elkhorn River,
southwest of Elk
City, is running high,
and accessing it is
dangerous.
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