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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE

Ricketts again makes property
tax relief his top goal for session

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
once again named property tax re-
lief as his top priority heading into
the new legislative session.

But tax cuts for military vet-
erans, funding for flood recovery
and money to continue addressing
the state’s overcrowded prison
system also rank high on his to-do
list for the year.

Ricketts sat down with The
World-Herald ahead of the Leg-
islature’s Wednesday kickoff. He
sounded some familiar themes
during the conversation, includ-
ing the need to control spending,

oppose new taxes and encourage
economic development.

Here are the highlights of the in-
terview. His comments have been
edited for length and clarity.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
We’ve seen an uptick in reve-

nues from the financial forecasting
board, and those revenues need to
be put into tax relief. So that will be
one of our top priorities. Property
tax relief is going to be the No. 1
issue that we’re talking about.

I’ve continued to have conversa-
tions with Sen. (Lou Ann) Linehan
as chair of the Revenue Commit-

After several high-profile criminal and civil cases, The World-Herald started looking at the frequency of
educator sexual misconduct in Nebraska. This article is the second in an occasional series looking at the problem.

SCOPE OF MISCONDUCT

By Joe deJka and eMily nitcher

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

In return for pictures of a 14-year-old stu-
dent’s naked breasts, a Norfolk student teach-
er bumped the girl’s grade from a 79 to a 95.

A Loup City teacher set up a camera in a
locker room to spy on high school girls chang-
ing their clothes.

An Omaha middle school math teacher
groomed and then sexually assaulted a fe-

male student in his classroom during lunch.
Since the beginning of 2014, at least 56 cer-

tified Nebraska educators were caught hav-
ing inappropriate communication or sexual
contact with students.

Their misconduct ranged from sexual in-
tercourse with a student to dinner and a mov-
ie with a student.

At least 74 students or recent high school
graduates were victimized. In some cases, the

abuse occurred years before the perpetrators
were caught.

Most perpetrators, but not all, were men.
Those are the central findings of a

World-Herald investigation into the problem
statewide.

After a series of high-profile criminal and
civil cases, The World-Herald sought to find
out how often Nebraska educators abused

At least 56 perpetrators since beginning of 2014
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DEATH OF SOLEIMANI

As Iraq reels from strike, country’s
politicians turn against Washington

By naBih BuloS

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES

BEIRUT — The crowd thronged
around the two coffins, one draped
in the Iraqi tricolor and the oth-
er wrapped in the red, white and
green of the Iranian flag. Behind
them, thousands trudged along-
side a procession of trucks, chant-
ing, “There is no god but God, and
America is the enemy of God.”

Among those at the fore in Bagh-
dad’s Hurriya Square on Saturday
morning were Iraqi government
officials once considered friends
of the U.S.: Adel Abdul Mahdi,
Iraq’s caretaker prime minister;

Nouri Maliki, a former longtime
prime minister pushed into pow-
er by Washington; Faleh Fayyad,
who met with U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Mark Esper in October. They
and other Iraqi politicians were in
attendance to mourn the death of
those killed Friday in a targeted
U.S. drone strike near Baghdad’s
international airport.

Their presence was but one mea-
sure of the anger raging through
Iraq’s leadership class in the af-
termath of the attack ordered by
President Donald Trump to kill
Iranian Maj. Gen. Qassem Solei-
mani, the commander of Tehran’s
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See Misconduct: Page 7

See Ricketts: Page 2 See Iraq: Page 3
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